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Undoubtedly, 2020 has been a tough year. It has 

been a year in which we have had to learn, work  and 

stay safe from home. It has been very hard for many 

with the loss of jobs in our economy, and hard as we 

have been socially isolated from our families and 

friends.

It is why that the past few weeks have been so 

pleasing. As restrictions have eased, and we have 

been able to come back  together as a school 

and community, we have been able to reform 

relationships, see old friends and learn in a face to 

face environment. For our Year 12 students, whom 

for 2020 has been particularly tough, they were 

able to come together and celebrate the rite of 

passage of completing school. It was fantastic to see 

the students celebrate together with a graduation 

ceremony held at the school, which was recorded 

and then held via WebEx for students and parents. 

The final Dress Up Day celebrations were also a 

highlight. Held this year in the Stadium, the students 

had a breakfast, speeches and slideshow featuring 

6 years of memories and experiences. A big thanks 

to the students and staff for preparing this event and 

the many community groups who donated goods 

and services for our students to celebrate what has 

been a tough year. Then they began exams……..

It has been an absolute pleasure to have students 

back at school and learning together in classrooms, 

Music rooms, Dance/Drama studios, Science labs, 

workshops and sporting fields.  I would like to take 

this further opportunity to thank all  the staff of the 

school for their exceptional work during lock down 

learning, for all parents and families for learning 

from home and of course, our fantastic students for 

demonstrating the most amazing resilience. It was 

tough there at the end, so well done to everyone for 

getting through it and back to school.

It has been very busy since we have returned. As 

well as re-establishing routines and relationships, 

our students and staff have been involved in many 

events. We have hosted the RMIT Deadly STEM 

event, conducted a Remembrance Day ceremony, 

celebrated and acknowledge NAIDOC week with 

a Whole School Assembly and week of activities, 

hosted the University of Melbourne ‘Street Law’ 

program, had numerous dance, Drama and Music 

performances, re-started the lunch time Clubs 

program and engaged in study skills programs for 

our students. See photos throughout this newsletter 

of these events. It is great to be back!
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 Building Update
The builders have been hard at work and the new building is coming 

along nicely. In fact, it is progressing so well that the handover has 

been brought forward. We will be given the keys to our new, shiny, 

21st Century learning classrooms with full-air conditioning on Friday 

December 4. This means that we say goodbye to old C block on 

the same date. This has meant that there has been some disruption 

to regular classes this past week with classes moved. With Year 

11 and 12 classes on exams, we 

have been able to ensure that 

all classes remain in the best 

learning environments and in 

classrooms during the building. 

It seems like so long ago now, but 

the grand official opening of our 

new International grade Netball 

courts will occur on Saturday 12 

December. Our students have 

been using these new facilities 

for PE and Sport lessons since 

returning from lockdown. With 

the return to community sport, 

the local Netball competitions 

will soon get to experience these 

multi-million dollar courts. 

Students and Teachers are looking forward in using the newly refurbished STEAM classrooms 

  Remembrance day- From Left: Mr McNeil, Zafirah, Rafael & Ibrahim conducted a short ceremony
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Second Hand 
Book Sale 
Following on from last year’s inaugural Second Hand book sale, 

this year we will be hosting a Second Hand book and uniform sale. 

The dates for collection and the sale day are-

Collection Days- Friday 27 November 8am to 11am and Tuesday 1 December 3pm-6pm

Sale day: Thursday 3 December 2pm- 7pm

Collection of cash and unsold books/uniform: Tuesday 8 December 2pm-6pm

All collections and sales occur at the Reservoir High School library. The Second hand book 

and uniform sale is a cash only sale. The sale is a fundraising event for the Chaplaincy in the 

school, with all proceeds to support the Well-being Department at Reservoir High School. For more 

information please contact the school. 

 School yard was buzzing with excitement during Naidoc week

Year 7 Science Class enjoying the new STEAM room 

Jin in STEAM coding using Sphero robots
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While 2020 has been a difficult year, there have been 

many learnings for what we do here at Reservoir 

High. One of those is our use of technology, 

especially the use of devices to support the learning 

in classrooms. This year all students have migrated 

to the use of their new EduPass email and access to 

Microsoft 365 to support their learning. 

In 2020, Reservoir High School introduced an 

Optional Bring Your Own Device (OBYOD) for students 

in Years 11 and 12. In 2021, the BYOD program will 

expand to students in Years 10, 11 and 12. 

The school has partnered with Edunet to provide 

a parent portal with a range of devices available 

for purchase. All purchases through the portal can 

also include extended warranties, insurance and 

accessories. While we support families using the 

portal to purchase devices, as a family, you can 

choose to source the device from any provider you 

wish. If you are purchasing a device from another 

provider, our minimum specifications are-

• Windows 10 or Mac OS 10.4 minimum

• It must hold charge for 8 hours

• 10 inch screen (this does include 9.7 inch 

iPads. IPads must have an attached keyboard)

• 4 Gb Ram

• 128Gb SSD

The portal can be accessed from-

https://reservoirhs.technologyportal.com.au/

The password to access the portal is-

RHS2021

Please note that the Department of Education is 

unable to offer insurance or cover the cost of damage 

to personal devices. Please consider insurance when 

you purchase your device.

Bring Your Own Device 2021
 
Year 10- 12 

In 2021, Reservoir High School will utilise Microsoft 

Teams and Office365 as the basis for all classroom 

digital environments in conjunction with Compass. 

The use of a personal device to support the 

learning of students is fundamental in a 21st century 

classroom. For families experiencing financial 

hardship, please contact Amy Angelovski at the 

school with supports. 

For students in Years 7-9, Reservoir High School 

continues to provide a combination of desktop 

machines, laptops and iPads to support the 

learning of all students in all subject areas. 

Curriculum in 2021 

A key component of the Department of Education’s 

and Reservoir High School’s approach in 2021 is to 

support healthy, active and connected students. 

To support this, Reservoir High School will expand 

its Health Immersion Day program. This program 

is designed for one day per term to be exclusively 

devoted to supporting Health development and 

Sport for students in Years 7-9. This is on top of 

the current Health and Physical education and our 

Sporting teams and involvement in Sporting round 

robins. More information will be provided to families 

early next year.

In 2020, Reservoir High School introduced 

Languages: Chinese and STEAM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics) as 

stand-alone subjects into the Year 7 Curriculum. 

In 2021, both Languages: Chinese and STEAM will 

also be provided in the Year 8 program. STEAM has 

proved to be incredibly popular with students in 

2020 and the program in 2021 at Year 8 will include 

Aeronautics and Rocketry, Biomechanics and Digital 

Music production. A second STEAM room has been 

completed and is ready to support this exciting 

addition to our curriculum.

Principal: Andrew McNeil                                         
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October has seen our Junior students returning to the 

classrooms and corridors of Reservoir High School. 

It has been fantastic to see everyone so happy to 

be back at school and really engaging with their 

learning. PE classes are back, science experiments 

are being conducted, DT classes are building, the 

Food Tech rooms are buzzing with budding master 

chefs. Students have thrown themselves into all 

aspects of the school.  

Lunch time clubs and activities have also restarted, 

with great participation from students. We continue 

to encourage all students to participate in a club and 

if there isn’t a club for your interest talk to Mr McNeil 

about starting one.  

The first week of November was Naidoc week, Mr 

Price and the Respectful Relationships team put 

on an assembly, along with games and activities to 

help celebrate this important week on the school 

calendar. Activities included ‘Name the Bush Tucker’, 

indigenous sports and the Indigenous rock art. A 

big well done to everyone who was involved in 

organising a fantastic week.  

Our return to school has been marked by year level 

assemblies to celebrate the hard work completed 

during the remote learning period and recognition 

of individual students who had excelled. It included 

the (belated) presentation of Semester One Principal 

Award Certificates and Badges along with Student of 

the Month Certificates.  

“Well done to all 
students on their positive 
return to school and 
we look forward to a 
fantastic few weeks 
ahead,”
Well done to all students on their positive return to 

school and we look forward to a fantastic few weeks 

ahead, to finish off the year before a well-deserved 

break.  

If you have any questions or would like to discuss 

your child’s progress, please feel free to contact us at 

any time on 9466 0900 or 0424 305 795.
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Junior School Team

Mr Greg Irvin – Junior School Leader
Ms Christine Farrugia – Year 7 Coordinator
Mr Geoffrey M Barker - Year 8 Coordinator

Mrs Tammy Baines – Junior School Office Manager

7A                                                                                           
Winners:   Brooke Whiting & Daniel Kirac                                                                        

7B                                                                                           
Winners: Beronika Curunoska & Sam Parker

 
7C 

Winners:  Jin Lam & Adena Baksh

7D 
Winners: Selinna Rajarajan & Jake Chen

7E 
Winners:  Indi Quinn, & Aiden Lancaster, Chaltu Adem, 

8A
Winners: Cyrus Dixon, Batul Taqi

 
8B 

Winners: Becky Haber, Dion Ellinidis

8C
Winners: Mia Ozmandos, Kobe Jones

8D
Winners: Dylan Smarrelli, Melisa Veljanoska 

 
8E 

Winners: Nathan Woods, Giselle Edmonds 
 

Student of the Month - October 
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Middle School Report 

YEAR 10 EXAMS

All Year 10 students have exams at the end of the 

year in ALL subjects. Exams will be 90 minutes in 

length in the Performing Arts Centre.

Year 10 exams: Week 9 – Tuesday December 1st – 

Friday December 4th.

Year 10’s finish on the Friday 4th of December.

A hard copy of the exam schedule will be available 

for collection from the Middle School this Friday 

November 20th.

YEAR 10 STUDY SKILLS FOR SUCCESS

Program: Study Skills for Success - 

Year Level: 10

Date of the seminar: 20/11/2020

Times incl. breaks : 9:50am - 10:40am then 11:00am - 
11:50am

Location of seminar: Zoom Live in the PAC.

YEAR 9 PEER SUPPORT PROGRAM / HEALTH 
IMMERSION DAY

All year 9’s will be involved in the Peer Support 

Program / Health Immersion Day on December 7 

and 8, this is a fantastic opportunity to finish the year, 

develop leadership skills and participate in some 

wonderful health related activities and seminars.

Moddle School Team

Nick Vass – Middle School Leader
Lily Popovska – Year 9 Coordinator

                                     David Gayfer – Year 10 Coordinator
Tammy Dimarco – Middle School Office Manager
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Reservoir High School was part of the original pilot programme for Street Law, and we have had the privilege 

of hosting University of Melbourne law students every year since then.  When the severity and impact of 

COVID 19 was becoming apparent, and schools were shifting to remote learning, there was no question that 

our school would continue to host law students to complete this valuable programme.  We felt confident that 

if we could facilitate remote learning we could also support the delivery of Street Law.   We all had to think 

differently, and together we became very creative.  We practised with the technology and the law students 

developed outstanding resources for our year 9 students.  They explicitly taught content, and they created 

enjoyable and engaging interactive activities. The students had interesting and mature discussions, worked on 

real life case studies and they also developed creative and informative Tik Tok videos on bullying and sexual 

harassment. Absolutely awesome!!!!

Street Law at Reservoir High

Completing my Street Law placement 

at Reservoir High was the most 

worthwhile and fulfilling experience 

in my three years at law school. I 

needn’t have been apprehensive 

about remote learning: in spite of the 

distance between us, the students of 

9B capably applied legal doctrine to 

hypothetical cases, and contributed to 

respectful and nuanced discussions on 

some of the grey areas of the law. I was 

inspired by this experience to consider 

a career in community legal education 

as an alternative to legal practice, an 

indication of just how much value it has 

for law students. The only disappointing 

thing was that I couldn’t be in the 

classroom and engage in our lively 

discussions in person. Special thanks to 

Ms Michael, and all the students of 9B!

CLAIRE DAGGE

UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE, 
LAW STUDENT

Chris Michael 
Street Law Coordinator 
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This year has been an incredible year. A year with 

challenges no doubt, but challenges that you 

overcame with your hard work and determination. 

Over these 13 years of schooling, you have made 

some beautiful memories and friends that will stand 

by you, in this new chapter of your lives. As you 

venture out into this wide world, I hope you find the 

kind of happiness that exists on your own terms. I 

hope you truly take the time to figure out what moves 

you, what encourages your soul, what you deeply 

crave from life and I hope you have the courage the 

chase it. You have a fire inside of you- I hope you 

never let convenience, or comfort, or the easiness 

of standing still put it out. I hope you show the world 

what you can do with all that passion inside of you. 

Thank you to all the parents and guardians, for 

journeying with your children. For your continued 

support over the years and for working in partnership 

with the Reservoir community to nurture global 

citizens who will strive to give back what they receive. 

In the spirit of my costume during the Parade, I will 

end with this quote by from Harry Potter (JK Rowling): 

 “We do not need magic 
to change the world, we 
carry all the power we 
need inside ourselves 
already: we have the 
power to imagine better.”

Congratulation Class of 2020. You DID IT!!

Farewell to our Year 12 

Senior School Team
 

Ms Rossini – Year 11 Coordinator
Ms Shannon Lazarus – Senior School Leader

Ms Cross & Ms Phillips – Senior School Office Managers
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Big congratulation Class of 2020 and all the best for your higher studies and continue to make us proud. Cheers!



Year 12 Dressup Day
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Theatre & Dance 
Studies Performance  
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 This year NAIDOC week was celebrated from the 8th November to the 15th and the theme was: ‘Always 

was always will be’. This year’s theme recognises that First Nations people have occupied and cared for this 

continent for over 65,000 years. NAIDOC week is a celebration of the knowledge and culture of Indigenous 

and Torres Strait Islander people. At RHS we started the week with a whole-school assembly, which was 

live-streamed into every classroom and featured an acknowledgement of country and flag-raising ceremony. 

Throughout the week teachers incorporated indigenous material into the curriculum encouraging students 

to reflect and explore a range of topics from Aboriginal spirituality and connection to the land to bush tucker 

and Indigenous seasons – students were immersed in this ancient and diverse culture. During lunch times we 

set up stalls and activities for students to get involved in and as you can see from the pictures everyone had a 

great time. 

NAIDOC Week 2020

Mr. Price
Food Technology & Respectful Relationships Coordinator
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Football Development Academy
Finally back to training, the Football Development Academy has been able to continue game skills, fitness, 

and team activities through distanced play both outdoors and more recently, indoors. The team is looking 

forward to a year of competition in 2021 and always looking for new members to join in on the fun. Please see 

Mr Todorovski if you are interested in the benefits of being part of this great program.”

OUTDOOR EDUCATION CLASS

“With an unfortunate year, missing all of the camps 

and excursions, our Outdoor Ed classes have finally 

returned to practical sessions here at school. The 

blue and red teams battle it out each week in 

team building activities and initiatives to help them 

develop communication, problem solving and 

game strategies.”

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION

“It has been wonderful to hear the sounds of play 

and to see our courts full of students once again 

after months of isolation. Students have been able 

to return to distanced practical sessions outside 

and small group classes indoors. After some 

readjustment and regaining fitness levels, we are 

well and truly back to seeing outstanding skill 

development and team work. Well done to everyone 

who got involved with the trick shot and fitness 

challenges during remote learning. Hopefully 2021 

will bring much more consistency and onsite learning 

than this strange year did.”

Regards,
Ms Cathleen Zahra

Health & Physical Education Teacher and PLC Leader
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It was fantastic to have craft club back in the Library 
with book folding creating some great animals and 
hanging sculptures.
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This term RMIT University provided Indigenous 

students at Reservoir High School the opportunity 

to participate in a Deadly STEM Experience.  The 

program involved a mix of cultural learning and 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths) 

workshops.  Students also received a showbag of 

goodies.  The aim of the program was to showcase 

the opportunities for Indigenous students at RMIT.  

Mentors were able to share their personal journey 

and the pathway they took to study at university.  

RMIT are fortunate to have the Ngarra Willim Centre 

for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students.  This 

space is a safe space with supports in place to assist 

RMIT students that identify as Aboriginal or Torres 

Strait Islander.  Over the space of thee weeks the 

students participated in three STEM workshops using 

immersive virtual technology to develop a program 

to manipulate a python, repair a radio and investigate 

the contamination of a meat product.   The cultural 

content included a powerful Welcome to Country 

delivered by RMIT Elder in Residence and a tour of 

the RMIT University culturally significant sites.  The 

Reservoir High Students should be commended for 

their participation and engagement with the program.  

We look forward to continuing the relationship with 

RMIT and having more Deadly opportunities.

Michele Riali
Secondary School Nursing 
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Reservoir High School would like to thank 
our wonderful Community sponsors of our 
Year 12 Celebration Breakfast: Summerhill 
Coles, Reservoir Bakers Delight and 
Corner Bakery Cafe Summerhill Shopping 
Centre . It was fantastic to gather great 
community support for our Yr 12’s who 
were still able to celebrate their last day at 
Reservoir High School with great Breakfast 
boxes. 

Thank you to our Community

COMMUNITY

Thank you for your donation 
On behalf of all Staff and Students from Reservoir High, We would like to wish Dr Rina K. Melvani from Dunne 

Str Medical Clinic, good health and happy days in her retirement. Thank you for your generous donation of 

medical models and posters to our Science Department. Big thank you to Mr & Mrs Anthony & Loiusa Hering 

for their support.  



Reservoir High Newsletter  |  Term 4, Issue 7INTERNATIONAL STUDENT REPORT Page 20 

CRICOS Provider Name and Code: 
Department of Education and Training, Victoria, 00861K


