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Welcome to our September newsletter. It feels like I 

have said this before…but what a term! 

No one ever could have predicted that for our 

students in years 7 to 10, that by the end of term 

3 they would have only spent 12 weeks out of 30 

actually in school. For our VCE and VCAL students, 

well what can we say? This year has completely 

changed everything. For our staff it has been a 

continued term within a year of deep learning and 

adaptation, as they continue to provide exceptional 

learning experiences through remote means. For 

parents and families, the supervision and support of 

remote learning while keeping our young people safe 

at home 24/7 is a herculean effort. 

And yet, through all of the difficulties, our diverse 

students, staff and families continue to learn, achieve, 

grow and live out our key values of excellence and 

success. 

HOLIDAY TIPS FOR STUDENTS

It has been a long term; a term where we have 

learned and connected mostly via screens. These 

holidays, it is important to get away from those 

screens and reconnect with friends from school via 

phone calls/face time, as well as engage in socially 

responsible exercise and outings (when these are 

allowed as part of the roadmap out of Stage 4 

restrictions). 

I highly recommend that all students have a 

complete break from school – pack up your remote 

learning space, school text-books, learning devices 

and pencil cases in your school bag and put these 

things out of sight for two weeks. It is vital that we all 

move away from the digital screen fatigue of the past 

term during these upcoming holidays.

Have a suitable break from screens – read a book, 

build something, play a board game, get outside, etc. 

Use the last week of the term to contact the Library 

and put in an order for your holiday reading.

For our VCE students preparing for their upcoming 

exams, it is also important to have a break these 
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holidays. However, the break 

should only be for 4-5 days. Just 

enough time to have a breather, 

but not too long so as to break 

routine.  It is vitally important 

that our students are engaged 

in a full revision and practise 

exam programme in order to 

achieve at their best. I have 

been immensely proud of the 

resilience and achievement of 

our year 12 students during this 

most difficult year and I strongly 

encourage them to continue to 

strive towards achieving at their 

best as they come up to those all-

important exams. The finish line is 

getting closer. Keeo working hard 

because the outcome is worth it. 

BUILDINGS UPDATE

While students have been learning from home, there has been much work going on at the school to 

continually improve our buildings and facilities. All work on school buildings as been conducted under the 

Construction Industry COVID Safe plan and adhering to Stage 4 restrictions. 

Our second STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics) room is nearing completion. This 

room will support the introduction of the STEAM program into year 8 in 2021 and support 21st century learning 

and skill development in all of our students at Reservoir High School.

The Performing Arts Centre (PAC) has been painted as have the E block buildings. These buildings now match 

the school wide colour scheme and will complement the new Senior School building.

The fences are up, the builders’ compound is established and the foundations are being poured for our new 

Senior Centre. The new Senior Centre will feature 6 learning spaces, a large common learning space, an 

outdoor learning space and new locker bays. The steel frames have been constructed off-site and will be 

delivered and craned into place over the next few weeks. The Senior Centre is on schedule to be completed by 

early December. We have also started work on converting the F block into our new Junior School building for 

2021. 

The re-instatement work on the B block has progressed well. New foundations have been poured and work 

will continue through the school holidays and next term. This work will see two Art rooms and a Photography 

dark room as well as a staff room re-instated for school use. This work will continue for the rest of 2020 and into 

2021. Due to the buildings work in the school, students will notice that the 6 outside bitumen basketball courts 

are out of bounds as they are being used for the site compound and car park for construction workers.



Reservoir High Newsletter  |  Term 3, Issue 5PRINCIPAL’S REPORT Page 4 

Dr Livesey Scholarship 
and Bruce Kingsbury 
VC Ceremonies and Jen 
Holland STEAM sessions

A big thank you to all staff, students and families for 

their involvement in the Livesey Scholarship and 

Bruce Kingsbury Ceremonies in Term 3. Both of these 

events are big deals in our school and important for 

us to continue during Stage 4 Restrictions.

Stephen Livesey was a student at Reservoir in the 

1960s. After graduating from Reservoir, he went on to 

complete his Bachelor of Medical Science, Medicine 

and Surgery as well as his Ph.D. He founded the 

Life Cell Corporation and has devoted his career 

to tissue regeneration and now works with his wife 

at St. Vincent’s Hospital researching stem cell and 

spinal cord repair. Every year he donates a substantial 

scholarship to high achieving students from Reservoir 

High School. Dr Livesey and his wife joined us last 

week to acknowledge the achievement of three 

students from the class of 2019 and set a challenge 

for all of our students take their learnings from 

Reservoir high School and make a difference in the 

world in their future. 

Bruce Kingsbury is a very important figure for our 

school and our community. Private Bruce Steel 

Kingsbury was a 24 year old young man when he 

gave his life on the Kokoda Track near Isurava on 29 

August, 1942. His sacrificed his life for his mates in the 

2/14th Battalion. He received the highest honour of a 

Victoria Cross, awarded posthumously. The suburb of 

Kingsbury was named after him. 

The 2/14th Battalion Association, Kingsbury’s 

Battalion, continues to support the legacy of Private 

Bruce Steel Kingsbury and his fellow soldiers and 

provide scholarships to students at both Kingsbury 

Primary School and Reservoir High. (In 1992, Reservoir 

High School and Kingsbury Tech combined as 

schools) We held our annual ceremony this term 

and were honoured to see so many members of 

the 2/14th Battalion Association join our staff and 

fantastic student presenters. This included both past 

Kingsbury Scholarship holders and current Year 7 

students who presented their Humanities work on 

Kingsbury as part of the ceremony.

A big thank you to Federal member for Cooper, Ged 

Kearney, for organising for Dr Jen Holland to present 

to our STEAM students in the Junior School, as well 

as our Senior School Science students in the lead up 

to their exams. Science and Mathematics are proving 

to be key pathways for our students and very popular 

pathways, both for subject selections for 2021 and for 

post school pathways for our students. Last year, 60% 

of our Year 12 students enrolled in STEM degrees at 

university, so thanks to Dr Jen and Ged for supporting 

our current students to aspire and achieve in this 

pathway. 
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Kind Regards, 

Andrew McNeil - Principal
Reservoir High School

Email: andrew.mcneil@uducation.vic.gov.au

EduPass
I would also like to thank all students and families 

and staff for a smooth transition to the EduPass/

Microsoft 365 learning management system this 

term. This transition has supported our work during 

remote learning and will support our staff to provide 

a range of digital tools to support and enhance the 

learning of all of students both in the short and long 

term. 

Latrobe University 
Pathways
Reservoir High School has a strong and long-

standing partnership with La Trobe University. This 

partnership supports our students with a range of 

programmes from Year seven through the Year 12 

in Science, Mathematics and the Humanities. We 

are currently working on developing programs 

for our students that will see our Senior School 

students dual enrolled in either the VCE or VCAL 

as well as in university study at La Trobe University. 

These programs, including Achieve Plus@ La Trobe, 

Achieve@ La Trobe and Prepare for La Trobe will be 

provided fee free (No HECs debt!) to our students.

Curriculum and Pathways 
Planning
Term 3 has seen every student in the school involved 

in Pathways planning. Our year 7 and 8 students have 

been involved in the excellent ‘Future Focus’ Days, 

Our Middle School students have completed their 

course selection and counselling process and our 

Senior students have either confirmed their programs 

at Reservoir High School for 2021 or engaged in VTAC 

planning for tertiary study.

Thank you to our Careers’ team, all other staff 

involved in course counselling and our families for 

supporting this vital process.              

 2021 Re-enrolment 
Process
Following on from subject selections, students will 

soon receive their programs and subjects for 2021. 

Following this, we will send out our ‘Re-Enrolment 

Packs’ for 2021 to all families.

For any families who are considering leaving the 

Reservoir High School Community at the end of 2020, 

I ask you to please contact your current sub-school 

leader. This will allow us to plan for the our 2021 

program and ensure that all students and families 

receive the most correct information about subjects 

and courses for 2021. 



Junior School Team

Mr Greg Irvin – Junior School Leader
Mrs Tammy Baines – J.S.O Manager

Ms Christine Farrugia – Year 7 Coordinator
Mr Geoffrey M Barker - Year 8 Coordinator
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In the last two weeks Junior School Students all 

participated in their ‘Future Focus Day’, which 

included sessions form Wellbeing, Careers and the 

selection of elective subjects for 2021. Participation 

from students was fantastic and it was great to so 

many smiling faces in the Webex sessions. 

Friday 28th saw the remote version of our annual 

Bruce Kingsbury Service. In Humanities this term, 

year 7 students have been studying the life and 

sacrifice of Bruce Kingsbury. This year the service 

involved students presenting their work and laying a 

wreath.

The Junior School Team would like to congratulate 

all the year 7 and 8 students for all their hard work 

through this difficult time and are greatly looking 

forward to returning to face to face teaching. Until 

then, we hope all our families stay safe and well. 

A group of our junior girls attended a Zoom session 

with Ged Kearney MP and Dr Jen Holland (Stem cell 

researcher at The Florey Institute of Neuroscience 

and Mental Health in Melbourne). The girls were truly 

inspired by the work that Dr Holland is doing with 

stem cells. The focus was on girls in STEM subjects. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss 

your child’s progress please feel free to contact us at 

any time on 9466 0900 or 0424 305 795.

Junior School Report



Junior School Principal’s 
Awards - Year 7
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Mele  

Freya Ayva Kristian Kaitlyn 

Leonard Jennifer Thalia Owen 

Elyas Rick NinaRosie Amy 

Julia Indi Isabella Vivien MakaylaAshmina

Talia 



Zoe
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Roanna  Giorgio  David Cyrus Summer  Giselle 

Anastasia  JiahaoThu Eddie Magda Angela

Allie Shakira Trung Sean Arielle

Dylan Melissa Jorja IsabellaCharlie Anna

Charlotte

Junior School Principal’s 
Awards - Year 8
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For the first time we have been unable to 

have our concerts and Production.  But this 

didn’t stop the music!  

Our classroom music program, 

instrumental lessons and ensembles have 

been in full swing each week! It has been 

fantastic to hear each other play and share 

our music over the past month.  It’s really 

great to see our students supporting each 

other and there have also been a lot of 

laughs trying to navigate the technology.  

A few common phrases are “Sir, can you 

hear me?  I can hear you now!  It’s on 

mute?  Just wait a bit while it’s sharing… Sir 

the screen… I can see it now!”  I think our 

music students have risen to the occasion 

and I’d like to give a big thanks to all the 

parents and guardians for supporting their 

musical education.

Our students have also been lucky enough 

to be able to borrow equipment from 

our local youth music program run by 

“Decibels”, and I’d like to extend my thanks 

to them for providing this much needed 

service.

A big thanks goes to our dedicated 

students and teachers.  Through it all, we 

have still been playing music and look 

forward to playing our live concerts again!  

Stay Safe, 

Reservoir High Music Department

THE SHOW GOES ON IN THE 
MUSIC DEPARTMENT!
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Middle School 
Principal Awards

Amelie Torey Julia Harshil Jamie Jayden

Chantelle Aidan Charli Blessmol Jolin Dina

Isabella Kaitlyn Teishalee Alexia Kevin Angeline

Angela Mia Patrick Christopher Casey Charlie

Jasmine Liam Melina Tass Nicholas Nathan
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Isabella  Christopher Muna Yoedhzer

Lea Volpe
Assistant Principal

Mr McNeil - Principal - Congratulating  all successful Principal Award Recipients 

Nhu Alissa

Amelia Tam Chloe Sophia Stephen

 Darryl Forbes
Assistant Principal
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Senior School Report

Ms Cross – Senior School Office Manager
Ms Rossini – Year 11 Coordinator/VCAL Coordinator

Ms Lazarus – Year 12 Coordinator/Senior School Leader

2020- Livesey 
Scholarship Ceremony

On August 21, we had the privilege of having Dr 

Stephen Livesey and his wife, Kathy Traianedes, 

present the Livesey Scholarship to three well 

deserving students from the class of 2019, Yvette 

Yuen, Yitong Zhou and Chloe Moorcroft all 

demonstrated outstanding academic achievement 

and work ethic. Although this took place virtually, it 

was a fantastic occasion. Staff and students could not 

be more proud of the achievements of our incredible 

recipients.

Dr.Livesey embarked on his journey from the 

community of Reservoir and went on to accomplish 

significant achievements in the medical field. 

The message to “Receive to Give”, is truly lived 

through the support that Dr.Livesey and his family 

have offered Reservoir High School. He discussed 

the importance of education and how to use this 

knowledge to help and support others in their lives. 

All three recipients have chosen a career pathway 

in the medical field, following in the footsteps of 

Dr.Livesey’s great work.

“Never let the fear of 
striking out, 

keep you from 
playing the game”. 

We thank Dr. Livesey for his continued support and 

for reminding us to dream big and to “never let the 

fear of striking out, keep you from playing the game”. 



Senior Principal Awards

CheyenneIbrahim TraceyRachel Eboney Electra

Dorothy Lacey Sweeney Dorothea Nikita Caitlyn

Barry  Bruce Tien Charlotte Holli-Rose Manoj

Nany Zijing  Alaysia Jasper Anna 

Anthony Lisa Cathy Kirsten Anthony Sujay

Deana Anastasia

Bobby

Brendon
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Over the holidays on July 2 and 3 I attended the  

McWhirter Conference. Whilst it has been running for 

over 40 years at Oxford University, this year was its 

second year running in Melbourne, however, due to 

the current circumstances, it was held through Zoom. 

Around 80 students from schools around Victoria 

were involved after being mixed in and broken up 

into groups. Each group had roughly 10 students and 

a group leader. Within the group, we discussed our 

views and thoughts on the prompt topic, as well as 

what each speaker had talked about following each 

of their presentations. 

The conference highlights the importance of  youth 

being able to have a voice and debate  topics that 

McWhirter Conference

are current and important within society. This year's 

topic was: "Following COVID-19, which is more 

important - the economy or the environment?". Over 

the two days, we had a total of four guest speakers: 

Peter Gregory, Gigi Foster, Nick Cook and Zoe 

Whitton. Each speaker  expressed  their educated 

and opinionated view in terms of the situation, which 

was then discussed by the students at the end of 

the session within the plenary session. There was 

one panel member for each group, who would be 

the main speaker, and I was chosen to be the panel 

representative for my group. Within this session, we 

discussed and came to the conclusion that there 

shouldn't be a discussion of one against the other, 

but that one does, in fact, impact the other, and we 

collectively must work together to create a positive 

balance between helping the economy and the 

environment. 

The conference was quite a rewarding experience, 

and I encourage other students to keep a lookout for 

similar opportunities!

Photo from last year’s conference at the University of Melbourne. 

 Zafirah HUSSAIN - 11D
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Student 
reflections 
on the 
SSL in 2020
KRISTIJAN PERICIC  9C

My time at The School  for Student Leadership was a 

wonderful experience.  I met some great people who 

have become great friends.  I had the most amazing 

time and learnt a lot about myself and some great 

life skills along the way.   My favourite thing that we 

did was Expo.  It was challenging but also fun and my 

group (2B) became  closer and stronger as a team 

and as a family.  That is how I see my friends from 

SSL; they are family.  

It is a fantastic opportunity to grow and learn.  The 

teachers are amazing!  The activities like surfing, 

bike-riding, canoeing, bridge building and even 

the schoolwork was great.   Lifelong memories and 

friendships were made.  I’m encouraging my brother 

to go when he is in Year 9.  I can’t recommend it 

enough.  If you have the opportunity, go for it.  You 

won’t regret it.

AMELIA MOYSES 9C

At the School For Student Leadership program I 

learnt many new things and I got to experience many 

new activities that I had not done before going to 

this school provides many opportunities to improve 

confidence, physical activity, emotional health, 

new learning skills and especially meeting many 

new people to make strong lasting friendships. The 

experiences you have at the school are amazing and  

I am very proud that I had the chance to go. 
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The Australian Olympic Change-Maker program recognises and rewards students who are demonstrating 

the Olympic Spirit through leadership and driving positive change in their communities. Entries are open to all 

Australian high schools, and teachers are invited to nominate up to two students per school from years 10-12 

who demonstrate the Olympic Spirit.  

This can take on many forms – from major projects to small examples of daily positivity. This is a chance to 

have  students recognised for their fantastic work in leading teams, coaching juniors, supporting seniors, 

making a difference at a sports club, a national cause or effecting change on the world stage.

Every Award recipient will receive:

• Certificate of recognition

• Invitation to attend a virtual forum

• Consideration for selection to attend the National Olympic Change-Maker Summit

CONGRATULATIONS to Charlotte Reginato and Flynn Martin-Veness from Year 11 for their nominations 

from the Health & PE department. We are so proud of your humble and hardworking attitude toward both 

participation and academic aspects of Health & PE but also your involvement in Interschool Sports since 

joining us in Year 7.

Regards,

Ms Cathleen Zahra - Health & Physical Education Teacher
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 WELLBEING 

                           A Big Shout Out! 

The Reservoir High School Community is supported 

by some fantastic organisations that provide the 

school with products that we are fortunate to be able 

to share with students and their families.  Just before 

we went into our second round of remote learning 

we were able to distribute Art Packs secured by 

Darebin Council from Zart Art.  The students were 

super excited to receive the packs that contained 

glitter pens, metallic textas, and a mindfulness art 

note book.  We also received personal hygiene 

products from Pinchapoo and Adrian Azari Hair.  The 

deodorants, dental kits, hair products, soaps and 

sanitary items were made available to students at 

Breakfast Club.  The Reservoir High Breakfast club is 

supported by the Reservoir Salvation Army.  Rachel, 

our school Chaplain, partners with Food Bank Victoria 

and Eatup to provide students with toasted cheese 

sandwiches, fruit cups, cereal and milk.  Food Bank 

also provides to the school boxes of pre packaged 

pantry staples and fruit and vegetables which Rachel 

Distributes.  The school also distributes fruit from 

Second Bite.  We really appreciate the support and 

it is a rewarding experience to see the students also 

appreciate the goodies

Michele Riali | Secondary School Nursing |
 School Nursing Program |  

E: Michele.Riali@education.vic.gov.au
W:www.education.vic.gov.au

Reservoir High School: Monday and Tuesday



Reservoir High Newsletter  |  Term 3, Issue 5 Page 18 ART 

Art by Students
In Remote Learning
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3D Art  
Queen Red Fire Ant Sculpture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
See over for painted images.  

 

  

 

 ART



Robin Scott is at 
Reservoir High

7 September at 19:58 · Melbourne, VIC · 

📚LOCAL HERO
ANDREA SCOTT 

With the advent of Stage 4 Restrictions in Melbourne, our local ‘masked’ hero 

saw a need in our community and one small way to make a big difference. 

Andrea Scott is the Librarian at Reservoir High School and she is passionate 

about promoting and developing reading in her students. Andrea was 

determined to continue to provide students with a break from their screens 

and the digital fatigue of remote learning, so through working with families 

and students in the school, she developed an on-line ordering system for 

books using click and collect or home delivery. 

Every order that comes in from students and families receives their pack of 

reading books and a few other little surprises. 

Andrea is helping keep our school community engaged and educated during 

a period where student learning is challenging and constantly evolving. 

She is truly a local hero.
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