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What an eventful term! In the years that come, when 

we look back at the start of 2020, our thoughts will be 

dominated by the impact of the summer of bushfires, 

COVID-19 and its impact on individuals and our way 

of life. While, as I write this, we have just begun the 

first stage of the Victorian and Australian response 

to the virus, we will also be able to look back at this 

time and remind ourselves of how, in the toughest of 

times, we pull together as a community. 

“Our staff have embraced 
new approaches and 
adapted to every change 
that has challenged 
them”. 

I have been immensely proud of how the young 

people of Reservoir High School have responded to 

the events of the past few weeks. It is a challenging 

time for everyone in Australia, as we all individually 

deal with our own concerns, fears and worries. Our 

students, the young adults of Reservoir High School, 

have been exceptional. They have not been shielded 

from the events of the world; they are knowledgeable 

of the impacts of COVID-19. More importantly, they 

are considerate and respectful of those around them 

and have, through their actions, shown that they 

live our key value of respect for self, others and the 

community through their behaviours. 

I would also like to acknowledge the exceptional 

teachers and support staff  I have the pleasure and 

privilege of leading at Reservoir High School. There 

has been much debate about schools and teachers 

in the media, but the staff here at Reservoir have 

shown great adaptability, courage and compassion 

in supporting our young people in health, safety and 

wellbeing concerns, and continuing to provide the 

highest level of education for all students. Our staff 

have embraced new approaches and adapted to 

every change that has challenged them. They are 

ready to continue and support the on-going learning 

and achievement of every student. No matter how 

learning may look at the start of Term 2, they have 

worked collaboratively and are ready to provide for 

the young people of our community. 
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Finally, thank you to the parents for your support at 

this time. Your on-going support is much appreciated. 

We wish you all the best in the coming weeks and 

months.

During these times, it is also vital that we 

acknowledge the good things that have taken place 

in our school this term. It has been another busy term 

at Reservoir High School. It was an exciting term 

as we introduced new programs to our curriculum. 

Firstly, the STEAM program at Year 7 has been 

outstanding. STEAM is designed to challenge 

students to apply their knowledge and skills learnt 

in Science, Technology, Art and Mathematics in 

Engineering based challenges. Already our students 

have explored challenges around mathematical load 

and stress and engineering shapes in bridge building 

and designing structures with load restrictions. 

We have also introduced Chinese Language this 

term and it has been great for me to practice my 

Chinese in both Year 7 and VCE classes. We have 

also introduced Health Immersion Days for Year 7 

and 8 students that saw a Health play presented 

for students and our Year 8s involved in the VIA 

Character Strengths survey with the feedback from 

the students being very positive. 

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIP 

This year has also seen Reservoir High become 

a lead school for Respectful Relationships. This 

has been lived in the school through our Fair Go 

Sports Day, the Commitment Walk for Equality 

and the pledges for International Womens’s Day. 

This term, over 20 lunchtime clubs have started. 

Lunchtime clubs are a great way for students to form 

connections to their peers and the school, and it 

has been great to see staff and students involved in 

passion activities such as Chess, Environment club, 

sporting clubs, the Reservoir TV club, Arts and Crafts, 

Performing Arts and projects such as the bushfire 

response Animal Shelters club. It has also been great 

to see students leading clubs. Thanks to Oscar and 

Nikita for leading their clubs. Breakfast club has also 

expanded to three days per week at the PAC, and 

the Football Development girls and boys now train 

two mornings a week as well. 

Students learning using technology

Tam and Narges presenting for International 
Women’s Day

VCE students using BYOD in classes and for Study 
Skills program

VCE Technology Class 
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Even though it was a short term, term one has also 

been busy with school activities. Our Outdoor Ed 

classes have been surfing, kayaking and bike riding 

and the Advance students attending excursions 

preparing for the Duke of Edinburgh program. Our 

Year 7s bonded and formed connections during their 

camp to Toolangi. Our Year 8s had an excursion to the 

Zoo and the Year 9s to Sovereign Hill. VCE  students 

have been to the theatre for Theatre Studies and 

we have had 4 students at the school for Student 

Leadership for all of term 1.

Year 10 Outdoor Education Surfing Excursion  Year 9 Outdoor Kayaking at Warrandyte River  

 Year 8 Students at Zoo Excursion   

Year 7s bonded and formed connections on their Camp to Toolangi Paul at Sovereign Hill    

A day at Sovereign Hill was a day filled with fun and adventure

  Outdoor Ed bike riding     
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Kind Regards, 

Andrew McNeil - Principal
Reservoir High School

Email: andrew.mcneil@uducation.vic.gov.au

Our commitment to improving the buildings 

and grounds of the school also continues. 

Our two new competition grade netball 

courts are now complete and being used 

by students. Students will have also noticed 

increased ‘tradie’ traffic around the B, C and 

D blocks. Plans continue to be developed 

for our new school building, which will be 

completed by the end of 2020. This building 

will be constracted behind the current 

Technology block. As a result, we will 

demolish the C block from C5-C14 and the 

toilet block. 

This will provide us with a new open space 

‘quad’ in the middle of our school. Work 

has begun on the B block and reinstating 

our Art classrooms. This involves extensive 

draining work and foundation work on the 

building.  Finally, work is progressing well on 

refurbishing three D Block classrooms. The 

ceilings have been repaired, new insulation, 

new plaster, new air conditioners and new 

screens will turn these rooms into centres for 

21st century learning. 

School Improvement Projects

Our Library and General Office now have energy 
efficient LED lighting.

Our two new competition grade - Netball courts are now complete 

Classrooms in D Block almost completed 

B Block in progress  



Junior School Report

Reservoir High Newsletter  |  Ter m 1, Issue 2JUNIOR SCHOOL REPORT Page 6 

This term has continued to be an exciting and 

productive time for our junior students. Students 

have been involved in a range of educational 

activities in their classrooms. Learning Tasks have 

been set and completed and the first Progress 

Reports are now available on Compass. It was great 

to see the year 7’s logging on and checking their first 

reports. 

Outside the classroom junior students have been 

getting involved in all the lunchtime clubs. They were 

enthusiastic participants in our Fair Go Sports Day 

and truly enjoyed the Health Immersion Days. School 

photos were taken in week 5 and printed photos 

were delivered to students this week. 

YEAR 7 AND 8 HEALTH IMMERSION DAYS

All Year 7’s and Year 8’s participated in a year level 

‘Health Immersion Day’ this term. The day included a 

play called ‘Cyberia’ which focused on cyber safety 

and improving mental health as well as a session 

about Respectful Relationships and a “getting active” 

session in the afternoon. All students had a great 

day. A huge thankyou to Mrs Gray and Ms Zahra for 

organising the days.

YEAR 7 STEAM

All year 7 students have been working hard in the 

new STEAM room, designing and constructing 

towers and bridges as part of the new STEAM 

course. STEAM stands for Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Art and Maths. The course will include 

aspects from these subject areas as well as IT 

skills and teamwork. The students have been really 

enjoying the activities and are looking forward to 

starting Robotics in term two.

“The students have 
been really enjoying the 
activities and are looking 
forward to starting 
Robotics in term two”.

STUDENT OF THE MONTH - FEBRUARY

Each month teachers are invited to nominate 

students for the Student of the Month awards. 

Students are nominated for a range of positive 

contributions to their classes and other school 

activities. Each term 2 students from each class are 

chosen as winners. 
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Junior School Team

Mr Greg Irvin – Junior School Leader
Mrs Tammy Baines – Juniors School Office Manager

Ms Shannon Lazarus – Year 7 Coordinator
Mr Geoffrey M Barker - Year 8 Coordinator

YEAR 7

7A Winners: Ban Al-Zaidi, Rani Hamadi

Nominated: Jarrah Lovett, Rosie Norton, Makayla Terzino,              
         Oscar Murphy

7B Winners: Sarah Hamza, Ben Lucattini

Nominated: Makayla Thomas, Reece Harvey, Amy Pham,  
                        Beronika Curunoska

7C Winners: Leonard Freitag, Rick Nevrous

Nominated: Logan Whiting, Gian Zuccala, Nikola Pericic,  
                       Kara McNally, Kristian Brown

7D Winners: Freya Bechly, Talia Atar

Nominated: Julia Podgorska, Luka Pop-Alezsandar, 
        Jailin Yeung

7E Winners: Jacob Dooley, Indi Quinn

Nominated: Jaz Moore, Chantel Navarro, Andre Lowe,   
                       Chaltu Adem

YEAR 8

8A Winners: Alan Duhoky , Jiahao Liang

Nominated: Nu Phan, Hannah Chan

8B Winners: Letecia Dixon, Thomas Hallowell, 

Nominated: Lochy Veenings-Powell, Dion Ellinidis,      
                       Anastasia Haritos 

8C Winners: Summer Dunn, Shakira Newitt, 

Nominated: Lukas Duffy, Dante Mania, Amen Makhlouf

8D Winners: Dylan Smarelli, Thu Le

Nominated: Eddie Lu

8E Winners: Loic Angelique, Jacinta De La Fuente

Nominated: Allie Milic-Mirza, Giselle Edmonds, Sean Rai, 

       Stephanie Torbett, Tahleah Rice
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Friday March 6 saw nearly 100 of our year 8 students 

embarkan on an excursion to Melbourne Zoo.

Students and staff were involved in the educational 

hands on workshops given by the zoo staff. They 

were given a front row seat behind glass to see the 

huge lions being fed, whilst also learning about the 

impact of the changing environment on the animals 

in the wild. The excursion directly relates to their 

Science and Art curriculum and the student, will 

be able to use their out of class learning in class. 

A particular highlight was the popular butterfly 

enclosure where, if you stay still long enough the 

insects will land on your shoulder. A great day was 

had by all students and staff.

The students behaved extremely well and really 

modelled our mantra of being fair, safe and kind. 

Thank you to the attending staff: Mr Sirianni, Mr 

Gayfer, Ms Neophytou and Ms Skeparoski, and to 

all the office staff and the teachers who taught and 

covered the classes of the attending teachers.

GM Barker – Yr8 Coordinator.

Year 8 Zoo Excursion 
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Our annual RHS ‘Fair Go Sports’ 

Athletics carnival for 2020 was 

an absolute success, with all 

students representing their 

houses: Plenty, Darebin or Merri 

across a range of track & field 

events. Well done to Plenty house 

on being the overall winner for the 

day!

FAIR GO SPORTS 2020
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Year 9 Outdoor Education Kayaking trip down the Warrandyte River. Experiencing a variety of different outdoor 
environments while having fun is an essential part of outdoor education.

Year 9 Outdoor Education

The four year 9 students at the School for Student 

Leadership (Amelia, Kristijan, Natasha and Adam) 

have just returned from a three day expo - and loved 

it (see photo).   Amongst other activities at the SSL, 

the team are working on a project (called a CLP) with 

the aim of raising money to deliver more shade and 

seating around the school.   They will be at SSL until 

the end of this term.

School for Student Leadership
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The Year 9 Advance – Duke of Edinburgh youth 

development program, empowers participating  

students to explore their full potential and find their 

purpose, passion and place in the world, regardless 

of their location or circumstance. The Award is a fully 

inclusive program and has no social, political, or 

religious affiliations.

To achieve the Bronze Award, each student must 

learn a skill, improve their physical wellbeing, 

volunteer in their community and experience a team 

adventure in a new environment.

Year 9 Advance 
Duke of Edinburgh



Reservoir High Newsletter  |  Term 1   Issue 2SOVEREIGH HILL EXCURSION Page 12 

On Thursday 12 March, all year 9 students were lucky 

enough to attend a full day excursion to Sovereign 

Hill.

The weather was very kind to us and we were able 

to blend Humanities curriculum with enjoyable 

field work.  The students were broken up into two 

groups.  Each group attended the education centre 

and were taken on a tour by specially trained guides, 

all qualified teachers.  The focus was on how the 

Industrial Revolution transformed the mining town.  

The whole presentation fits beautifully into the 

Victorian Curriculum and what students have been 

studying in Year 9 Humanities.  Another feature of the 

day were the tours of the Red Hill Mine.  The students 

were allocated a Humanities teacher and could 

explore this favourite activity in groups of twelve.

It wasn’t all curriculum!  Many students stocked up in 

the lolly shop and struck it rich panning for gold.  We 

were all safely back around 3.45pm.

Well done to all involved!

The Humanities team.

Sovereign Hill Excursion
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 Senior School Report
Dear parents/guardians,

Even though it’s the end of term 1, as this is our first 

newsletter report we’d like to start by welcoming all 

our new families to the senior school, whether this 

is because they are new to Reservoir High School 

or following the transition from the middle to senior 

school. All students in the senior school settled in 

well and started the year in a real positively. 

We’d like to take a moment to reflect on the 2019 

cohort who did themselves and the school really 

proud. The study score median for 2019 was 27 (so 

close to 28) which is an improvement from 2018 

and moving towards the state median of 30. There 

were some outstanding individual achievements 

which were topped off by the new members to 

the Reservoir High 90+ ATAR Group. It was good 

to see the four 90+ students when they had their 

photo taken to be proudly displayed in the senior 

school for many years to come. It was also pleasant 

to see many of the graduating class of 2019 at our 

annual afternoon tea and to hear stories of what 

has happened since leaving Reservoir High School. 

We hope the current year 12 cohort will also do 

themselves, their families and the school proud 

(We’re sure they will). 

As we said at the start of this article the year has 

started well for the students in the senior school. 

Classes have begun well and they are into the swing 

of things very quickly. Year 12 students have already 

faced assessment tasks which will contribute to their 

study scores and ATAR. 

“Students and families 
should know it’s never 
too late to improve and 
reach goals”.

Students and families should know it’s never too 

late to improve and reach goals set (which hopefully 

has happened). We understand that academic 

achievement is not easy for everyone and for 

this we have support strategies in place through 

homework club in the library Monday to Thursday 

and specialised mathematics support in F1 on a 

Monday and Wednesday. If there are  any struggles 

it’s important the student communicates this with 

their teacher as there is no shame in asking for help. 

We look forward to the many highlights that will 

happen over this year. The final stages of a student’s 

secondary schooling can be a stressful time but full 

Congratulations to: Yuan YUAN, Yitong ZHOU, Leo GULER and Amber ROBERTSON 



of many moments to look back on fondly. We’re sure 

with the impact COVID-19 will have on our school 

year, it’s more important than ever that students are 

connecting with their teachers through Compass to 

ensure their learning can continue.  

If at any time you wish to get in touch with any of the 

senior school team, please don’t hesitate to contact 

us via phone or email.

Yours sincerely,

Lorraine Cross – Senior School Office Manager
Nina Rossini – Year 11 Coordinator
Ken Sinderberry – Year 12 Coordinator

Congratulations to Eboney Jackson and Chloe Shanahan on receiving the Marrung Education Scholarships. 

Only 40 students receive the scholarships across Victoria and they are awarded to students who are dedicated 

to their studies and have contributed to their community. The girls attended a scholarship ceremony and the 

Education Minister James Merlino awarded the scholarships to the girls. Well done girls!!!!

Ms Lea Volpe
Assistant Principal

Marrung Education Scholarships
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 Melbourne Theatre Company welcomes Season 

2020 with extraordinary new plays ranging from a 

one-woman show to a five-time-Tony-Award-winning 

musical. The Year 11 and 12 Theatre Studies class had 

the pleasure of seeing Benjamin Law’s debut play 

“Torch the Place,” directed by Dean Bryant (2019’s 

The Lady in the Van) at the Fairfax Studio, Arts Centre 

Melbourne last week as part of their coursework, as 

well as participate in a pre-show that outlined the 

themes and dramaturgy of the play. 

“Torch the Place” is a poignant modern comedy that 

explores the ideas of cultural identity, family values, 

mental disorders, and change & memory. It follows 

the story of Diana’s struggle to let go of things – 

from civil grudges to household objects – and how 

she sees the agglomeration of her home to be a 

cumulation of irreplaceable items that represent 

treasured memories. As her children come together 

for her 60th birthday, they plan to intervene in their 

mother’s hoarding obsession and clear out the house. 

Through their efforts to discard the large quantities 

of household items and objects that their mother has 

collected over the years, while still trying to preserve 

Diana’s mental health, they uncover their mother’s 

painful past and struggles of keeping the family 

together when they were young. The play highlights 

the joy of finding clarity in the clutter of life and the 

importance of finding meaning in those chaotic 

moments that brings families closer together. 

Although “Torch the Place” is a comedy, the play 

brought both laughter and tears to the audience in 

an intensely moving and heart-warming way. Law, 

through his signature wit, brings us into a world of 

real laughs, real pain, and real love, and allows the 

audience to ride a rollercoaster of true emotion. 

Students were drawn in by the action and the 

complex moving set throughout the entire show, and 

despite being required to pay close attention to their 

“Torch the Place,” 
by Benjamin Law 

production roles for assessment purposes, found it 

difficult to shift their focus away from the heart of the 

story. The audience was constantly challenged by 

the intensely touching plot twists and many students 

left the theatre with a mixed feeling of sadness and 

empathy for the characters, yet also sparks of joy 

and hope. “Torch the Place” captures the true nature 

of human beings and the spiritual connections we 

form with objects and each other; not only was it 

fun to watch but also had the audience shedding 

heartful tears among the laughter. It was absolutely 

amazing and students were able to learn a lot from 

the experience.

A big thank you to Melbourne Theatre Company 

(MTC) for providing us with cheaper tickets to see 

the show. For many of the students, these are the 

only times when we can be exposed to live theatre. 

This show has allowed students to learn more about 

staging productions, observe how design elements 

create meaning and witness theatre compositions 

implemented by the actors. The pre-show also 

helped  immensely by providing us with aspects to 

look for, dramaturgy, advice and other information 

that we can utilise for our studies. We appreciate 

the generosity and assistance of MTC for an 

unforgettable theatrical experience. 

Anna  12C
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Following the amazing response to the inaugural 

Lunchtime Activities Expo back in February, 

lunchtimes at Reservoir High are buzzing with energy 

and excitement.

So what do the students of RHS get up to every 

lunchtime this year?

“Lunchtimes at Reservoir 
High are buzzing with 
energy and excitement”.

For starters, our week gets off to a rollicking start 

on Mondays with Ms D'Ortenzio's dynamic Dance 

Club and, for the more cerebral types, Ms Warren's 

Toastmasters public speaking Club (which runs 

four lunchtimes a week!). Ms Law and her Product 

Design mob are doing their bit for Victoria's bushfire 

victims by making nesting boxes for displaced 

fauna, Mr Todorovski (Table Tennis) and Ms 

Rogneda (Badminton) provide a range of games for 

sporty types, while Mr McNeil rounds off the day's 

programme with the cutting edge Reservoir TV Club.

Tuesdays feature a change of pace, with Ms Verga's 

Singing Club giving wannabe songbirds a chance 

to strut their stuff, Ms Zahra running a dedicated 

Weights Club and Ms Selemidis providing a space for 

those eager to tune out of the various worries of the 

world in the serene bubble of the Yoga Club.

Wednesday is loaded: exotic Chinese Crafts with Ms 

Liao, creative visual expression in Ms Wilson's Art 

Club, serious thesping in Ms Rossini's Drama Club, 

strategic manoeuvering with Ms Barker and student 

leader Nikita Vavilov in Chess Club, the creation of a 

safe, welcoming space with Ms Zahra and Mr Price 

for the RAH! Club and the chance to impress Mr Irvin 

with our green thumbs in his Enviro/Gardening Club.

On Thursdays, Ms Farrugia's Reading Club provides 

an ideal environment in which to explore the 

joys thumbing through a favourite paperback, Mr 

Rathjen's Lab Rats conduct a raft of weird and 

wonderful scientific experiments and devotees of the 

mythical world of Dungeons and Dragons engage in 

earnest weekly combat in the Tabletop Gaming Club, 

conceived by student Oscar Edwards with help from 

Mr Lyras.

The week is rounded off with Rachael Farmer's long-

standing (and eternally popular) Board Games Club, 

while Mr Lyras gets to live his dream of running a 

cinema (in this case, the PAC) full of patrons eager 

to watch his personally curated festival of amazing 

movies in the Film Club. Finally, our tag team of 

skilled artisans (Ms Pizzy, Ms Scott, Ms Duhandzija 

and Ms Keaughran) impart their impeccable 

knowledge to wonderstruck members of the Crafts 

Club.

Lunchtime 
Activities 
Expo



As you can see, our students are lucky to have 

access to such a diverse range of activities 

encompassing a range of interests and hobbies- and 

this goes on every week for the whole year!!!

Heck, even other staff members are signing up to 

attend!

Profound thanks to the dedicated staff who give up 

their lunchtimes every week to share their passion for 

their nominated activity with our eager students.

To those who haven't yet sampled our eclectic range 

of extracurrricular offerings...come along and have a 

look!
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Product Design - Monday lunchtime - D15 Ms Law

Reservoir TV - Monday Lunchtime- D18 Mr McNeil Drama - Wednesday - PAC 
Ms Rossini

Weights-Tuesday-Ms Zahra

Singing & Choir-Tuesday Music Room 
Ms Verga

Mr. Lyras
Student Activities Coordinator 

Sports Training -Monday -Thursday 

Dance -Monday -PAC 
Ms D’Ortenzio

Chess Club -Wednesday 
C2 Ms Barker - Nikita Vavilov

Art-Wedn B6 Ms Wilson 


