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Welcome to the August newsletter. Term 3 has again 

been a very busy and productive time at Reservoir 

High School. It is the term that we perform; on stage, 

in the classroom, the sporting fields, in competitions 

such as debating and in opportunities for our 

students to be leaders in our community.

NITE TIME SUBURBAN DREAMING- SCHOOL 
PRODUCTION

Of course, the Production, Nite Time Suburban 

Dreaming has been a key feature of Term 3. What 

an amazing show! My first production as Principal of 

Reservoir High School has set the bar very high for all 

future productions. The production showcased the 

amazing singers, actors, dancers, musicians, sound 

and lighting producers that we have in our school. 

Not only did it showcase their talents and skills, but 

it was also an original school written production. 

The inclusion of performance poetry, written by our 

students, on the theme of dreams and a vision for a 

better world showcased the talents of our students, 

but also highlighted their powerful voices in how 

our world can be a better place.  A key strategy 

for Victorian Schools is to improve Student Voice 

and Agency in our curriculum and programs- and 

our School Production is an outstanding example 

of student voice and agency and how through 

the performing arts, students can build their 

confidence, creative thinking and communication 

skills. Congratulations to all of the students, staff and 

parents involved in putting together a show of such 

high quality.

“Our School Production is 
an outstanding example 
of student voice and 
agency and how through 
the performing arts,”

WAKAKIRRI- WE HAVE A DREAM

The other performing arts focus this year has been 

our participation in the Wakakirri Story Dance 

competition. As 2017 State Champions, we returned 

to the competition this year (we participate every 

two years in Wakakirri) with a young cast and 
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crew with high expectations. While we didn’t win 

the State championship this year, the student led 

choreography was exceptional and our theme, a story 

of hope for a better future, told of our young people’s 

desire for their future world. I was a very proud 

Principal to see  the message of your children. Well 

done to all involved, to the exceptional teachers who 

nurture and guide and students and to the students 

who grow confident from their performances.

SCHOOL COUNCIL

Earlier this month, Nick Mandilas, School Council 

President from 2014-2019 unfortunately announced 

his resignation from School Council due to work 

requirements. Nick has been a tireless worker and 

advocate for Reservoir High School and has lead 

the governance of the school during a time of great 

improvement and growth. I would like to take this 

opportunity to publicly acknowledge and thank Nick 

for his service to the school and to all of the students 

in Reservoir. We wish you all the best with your work 

and thank you for the strong position you leave the 

school in. 

“I would like to introduce 
our new School Council 
President- Mr Vaughn 
Koops.” 
I would also like to introduce our new School 

Council President- Mr Vaughn Koops. Vaughan 

has previously been in the role of Assistant 

President and on the Education Committee with the 

responsibility for School Policy development and 

steps into the Presidency role during our school 

review. The role of Assistant President has been 

filled by Stephanie Wakey. Thanks to Stephanie 

for stepping into this role. We also welcome Deb 

McCleary into the School Council. Deb has been 

co-opted to School Council for the remainder the 

current term of School Council.

Both the School Council and I would like to thank 

all the parents who were involved in our Meet the 

Principals Parent Forums in the lead up to this 

month’s School Review. The feedback was valuable 

and forms a key part of the reviewer’s research into 

the school. 

CURRICULUM DAYS

Please note that Monday 7 October is the final 

Curriculum Day for 2019. School returns for Term 

4 for all students on Tuesday 8 October. - We are 

also aware that the Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

on Tuesday 5 November causes many question 

with parents and families. We understand that 

many families choose to use the Cup Day holiday 

as an opportunity for a long weekend with family. 

It is why on Monday 4 November, we have a ‘No 

new Curriculum’ Day. This is a day is which we will 

consolidate learning. Given the large number of 

families away for the long weekend, we will collapse 

classes as required. Families who choose to send 

their child to school, supervision will be provided. 

2020 INTENTIONS

Term 3 is also the term in which we begin planning 

for 2020. The key aspect of my planning is to ensure 

the provision of the widest and viable curriculum 

designed to cater to student pathways and choice. In 

order to assist with the planning for 2020, we ask that 

families who are aware that they may be transitioning 

out of Reservoir High School to please let us know 

as soon as possible. We have a significant number 

of students on our waiting list and this will allow us 

to plan effectively for our classes in 2020. If you are 

moving out of the area or transitioning to different 

educational provider, please let the following sub 

school Manager know-

Current Year 7 and 8 students- Ms Tammy Baines

Current Year 9 and 10 students- Ms Tammy Di Marco

Current Year 11 Students—Ms Lorraine Cross

Wakakirri Performance 
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2020 CURRICULUM PLANNING

In Term 3 all students at Reservoir High School have 

been involved in pathways and careers planning 

for 2020 and beyond. Our Year 12 students have 

participated in the VTAC Information night and are 

now putting in their preferences for tertiary study 

in 2020, Year 9, 10 and 11 students have completed 

both Information Nights and Course Counselling 

Interviews, and the Year 7 and 8 students have begun 

their Managed Individual Pathways (MIPs) planning 

through the Future Focus Days.

In 2020, a particular focus for our Year 9 students has 

been to begin their VCE studies while in Year 10. This 

approach, known by a number of names- whether 

it be ‘Early-Start VCE’, or ‘VCE Enhancement’ is 

designed to support students passion, interests and 

talents. We have been particularly pleased with the 

interest of students to be involved in this program.  

OPTIONAL BRING YOUR OUR DEVICE PROGRAM 
2020 (OBYOD)

Reservoir High School has a very clear approach and 

belief about learning. We know that humans learn 

by applying new knowledge, concepts and skills to 

previously known knowledge. This knowledge, skill 

or concept is then applied to new situations. This 

understanding of how the brain learns is the basis for 

our Instructional Model- a model based on explicit 

teaching. Once the knowledge, skill or concept has 

been explicitly taught by the teacher, the student 

applies the skill to range of activities, which at 

times includes the use of devices such as laptops, 

computers or iPads. 

We also know that screen time is a major concern 

of our families. This concern, together with our 

explicit approach to teaching sees that we do not 

use a personal device as part of our approach to 

learning. Our students do not use a personal device 

for all stages of their learning. Instead, we provide 

to students a range of desktops, laptops and iPads, 

dependent on the subject they are in in order to 

support the application of new knowledge, concepts 

or skills. 

“In 2020 we will be 
introducing an OBYOD 
program to Reservoir 
High School.”

However, for our Senior School students, the use of 

a personal device is key to learning. With so many 

VCE resources being available exclusively over the 

internet, in 2020 we will be introducing an OBYOD 

program to Reservoir High School. What this means 

is that students will be able to bring their own device 

to school in 2020 and connect to the school network 

for no charge. This will access in class to our Learning 

Management System- Compass, to Edrolo (which 

will still be provided free of charge to our Year 12 

students) and allow for the use of E-Textbooks. We 

know that E-textbooks can be up to half the cost of 

traditional textbooks. 

In order to support the program for Year 11 and 12 

students in 2020, we will provide to all families a 

number of options. We will provide a portal that 

families may use to purchase a device which will 

feature a wide selection of devices at different price 

points. For those families who already provide a 

device to their child, we will provide a ‘minimum 

Specifications’ guide for devices. The key minimum 

specifications relate to battery life and screen size. 

Please note that Reservoir High School and the 

Department of Education cannot provide insurance 

for any private device brought to school. The devices 

available to purchase in the Device Portal can be 

purchased with Insurance and extended warranties 

and purchases can also be made through a payment 

plan. We will continue to provide desktop machines 
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in every VCE and VCAL classroom and support will 

be provided for students experiencing economic 

hardship. 

MOBILE PHONE POLICY 2020 Last month, the 

Minister for Education announced that mobile 

phones in all Victorian Government schools will be 

banned. We are still awaiting the full details of this 

ban. Reservoir High School has a well-established 

mobile phone ban in place, with all buildings a ‘No 

Phone Zone’. This zone will be extended to the whole 

school in 2020. Students will be required to securely 

store their mobile phones from the start of the day 

until the end of the school day. We will continue to 

provide lockers for all students in order to store their 

mobile devices. 

SPORT AND ACTIVITIES

Our students continue to participate and excel on the 

sporting fields. Firstly in a sporting field I am learning 

more about- E-Sports. With two teams entered into 

the Victorian Open League in 2019, we saw one of 

our teams through to the Grand Final in our first year 

in the sport. Check out the full article later in the 

newsletter.

Reservoir High School also participated in the 

Northern Star Melbourne Open Schools Chess 

Competition this term. Our first year back in the 

competition, up against very high quality opposition, 

our team of students, including Year 7 and 8 students, 

made it through to the Grand Final and ended up 

coming second in North Melbourne. Well done to 

staff and students involved.

Earlier this month, 40 students and 5 staff headed 

up to Mt Buller for the annual Snow Trip. With fresh 

snow falls and exceptional weather, a great time was 

had by all. Our Year 10 Outdoor Ed class went Rock 

climbing, the Year 9 Outdoor Ed class had a go at 

Archery Attack and our Year 8 students experimented 

with Wheel Gymnastics.  The VCE Badminton team 

won not only the District competition, but also the 

Regional Competition and competed at the Victorian 

State Championships. At the other end of the school, 

our Year 7 Badminton also performed well in our 

district.

In all Victorian Government schools mobile phones will be 
banned.

International  E-sports Tournament

Staff and Students at Mt Bulla enjoying the snow

Badminton Champions 
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Book week saw a range of activities. 

Lunchtime activities in the library 

included a Kahootz, name the quote 

and guess the reader, as well as the 

traditional book week parade. Staff 

of the school also participated in a 

Book Week Bake off. 

Last Friday was the Annual Wear 
it Purple Day. Diversity is a key 

school value. Reservoir High School 

is diverse culturally, socially, in 

its language groups, its religious 

groups and how people choose to 

live. Diversity is both our greatest 

strength, and also an on going 

challenge for Reservoir High School, 

as well as our wider community 

and nation. It is why we continue to 

work with our students, staff and 

community to promote and develop 

the richness from our diversity and 

ensure that we work together in 

an environment of respect for our 

diversity. 

Wear it Purple Day began in 2009, 

and was founded in response to 

global stories of real teenagers 

with real issues. Organised by the 

Reservoir Against Hate (RAH) group, 

staff and students wore a splash of 

purple with their uniform to promote 

Reservoir High School's celebration 

and support for LGBTIQA+ 

students, staff and members of our 

community.

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Term 3 has also seen our students 

involved in activities that have 

developed their leadership skills. 

Reservoir High School has an 

on-going relationship with the 

Darebin Council that has provided 

the opportunity for a group of our 

middle School students involved 

in the Darebin Speaks project. This 

project sees the young people of 

Darebin voice their perspective 

and help to develop projects that 

support the wider community. 

Four of our Year 8 students were 

invited to speak at the North East 

Melbourne Primary and Secondary 

School Transition Network event 

at La Trobe University. Chantelle, 

Jamie, Tory and Ellie spoke in front 

of teachers and Department of 

Education staff about not only their 

transition experiences, but also 

gave advice and ideas about how to 

improve transition in all schools and 

across the whole system.  

Our debating students may have 

finished the Debating Association 

of Victoria DAV competitions for the 

year, but they have been hard at 

work training the next generation 

of debaters. Reservoir High School 

organises and hosts  the Grade 5 

District Debating.  Our debaters train 

the Grade 5 students from local 

primary schools before hosting 

the competition days at Reservoir 

as well as be the adjudicators of 

all debates. This builds our own 

students skills in debating, but 

also organisation, confidence and 

leadership.

Along the same lines, we have 

been organising and hosting 

the Reservoir Cup in Primary 
School Basketball. Each Friday 

for the past 4 weeks, our students 

have organised and refereed the 

Preston/Reservoir and Keon Park 

Division Basketball competitions. 

These events allow our students to 

develop key 21st Century skills of 

organisation, team work, confidence 

and communication in these 

Leadership activities.

Book week

Annual Wear it Purple Day.

Middle School Students Involved in 
the Darebin Speaks Project

Preston Primary school Basketball 

Transition Network event at La Trobe 
University. Chantelle, Jamie, Tory and 

Ellie 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 



Reservoir High Newsletter  |  Term 3, Issue 5 Page 7 

On 29 August 1942, Private Bruce Steel Kingsbury, 

in an act of valour and gallantry, sacrificed his life 

in order to save his mates in the 2/14 Battalion. 

Kingsbury was the first Australian to receive the 

Victoria Cross on Australian soil for his actions in 

Isurava.

On Friday 30 August,  at Reservoir High School, the 

2/14 Battalion Association, made up of Veterans 

from WWII and the relatives of the soldiers from the 

Battalion, joined with staff , students and parents 

of Reservoir High School and Kingsbury Primary 

School to host a commemorative service for Bruce 

Kingsbury, and also to acknowledge the exceptional 

work of the Battalion Association to fund a Kingsbury 

Scholarship in both schools.

This followed an Assembly for Year 7 students on 

July 22. The July Assembly, delivered by the 2/14th 

Battalion including WWII Veteran Max Caldwell, 

engaged the students on the curriculum focus for our 

studies on WWII and Bruce Kingsbury. 

“Thank you to Robin Scott 
for attending the Bruce 
Kingsbury Ceromony”

On Friday, Year 7 Students from Reservoir presented 

their work on Kingsbury. This included student 

produced movies, poems, songs and speeches. 

Students from Kingsbury Primary also spoke to 

the large audience and spoke impressively of the 

importance of commemorating those who sacrificed 

so much for our current way of life, and our future.

Thank you to Robin Scott and Minister for Veterans 

in Victoria, to all of the 2/14 Battalion Association, 

representatives from the Reservoir and Darebin RSL, 

Veterans, Families, students and parents for attending 

today.

He bought our freedom with his life.

Bruce Kingsbury 
Ceremony

 Congratulations to Year 9 

student Niamh Koops who 

was recently awarded the 

Australian scout Medal ASM 

for her services to Scouting 

and the wider community. The 

ASM is awarded to those in the 

Scouting movement who attain 

the top award in each of the five 

sections of scouting. Well done 

to Niamh for her work in order to 

achieve this fantastic honour. 

      Kind Regards, 

Andrew McNeil - Principal
Reservoir High School

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

          AUSTRALIAN SCOUT MEDAL

 Niamh Koops
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It has been a very busy term in the Junior school yet 

again with many terrific activities taking place in the 

classroom and supporting the curriculum with many 

extracurricular activities that students have been 

involved in.  A special mention to all Junior students 

who performed in our recent and outstanding school 

production ‘Nite Time Suburban Dreaming’. The 

commitment of the cast and crew over many months 

of rehearsals was a credit to all involved and it was 

a superb show – our congratulations to all staff and 

students involved. 

“The event was a 
fantastic celebration of 
student excellence and 

achievement throughout 
semester one.”

SEMESTER 1 PRINCIPAL AWARDS

On Friday 26th July, the Junior School celebrated 

our Semester one Principal Awards in our wonderful 

Performing Arts Centre. The event was a fantastic 

celebration of student excellence and achievement 

throughout semester one.  It was wonderful to see 

the large number of proud parents, families and 

friends who gathered to celebrate and hear about 

the successful recipients at Year 7 and Year 8.  

All successful recipients were presented with their 

certificates and interviewed by Mr McNeil and Ms 

Volpe. This was a major highlight with the students 

providing a great insight into their hobbies and 

aspirations.

RECIPIENT SURNAME CLASS

Giorgio          Blackwell      7D

David          Coppola        7C

Vittoria         Crosta 7D

Anastacia      De Santo       7C

Harry              Huynh            7D

Samantha     Huynh            7A

Thu                 Le                    7D

Eddie         Lu                  7D

Marianne      Magno            7D

Angela         Meng              7D

Shakira         Newitt            7C

Arielle  Sandy-Meneses 7A

Dylan         Smarrelli 7D

Jorja         Stocco 7B

Jennifer         Tran                 7D

Addie         Woolford 7D

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR SEMESTER 1 
PRINCIPAL AWARD RECIPIENTS. 

RECIPIENT SURNAME CLASS

Amelie       Brown     8A

Libby        Chu  8D

Jamie       Duong 8F

Jayden        Duong 8E

Aidan       Grigoletto 8E

Jolin        Liu    8D

Katie       Mach 8A

Manmeet    Mann 8D

Dina       Margi 8D

Kaitlyn       McCleary 8C

Amelia       Ormandy 8D

Oskar       Pearce 8D

Leonardo    Pham 8D

Alexia        Terzino 8D

Angela        Tunay 8A

Angeline     Tunay 8B
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STUDENT OF THE MONTH (JUNE)

We received many nominations and it was terrific to 

read such positive comments about each student 

and we appreciate the time and effort staff put into 

their nominations.  Congratulations to the following 

students for June. 

7A – Giselle Edmonds & Magda Mella-Burmuhl

7B- Angel Ivory & Zoe Serong

7C – Anastacia De Santo, Baran Koc & Mia Ozmandos

7D – Charlotte D’Ath, Duyen Le & Jennifer Tran

7E – Loic Angelique & Kazumi Tam

8A – Amelie Brown, Katie Mach & Robert Foreman

8B - Aran Roberts, Amelia Moyses & Aiden Doria

8C –Kimberley Haynes & Kristal De Le Fuente

8D- Elizabeth Chu, Teishalee Palai & Dan Yamaguchi

8E- Ognjen Dragic & Mathew Tsimiklis

8F- Chantelle Foreman & Christopher Papatolis

YR 8 FUTURE FOCUS DAY

All Year 8 students recently participated in our annual 

Yr 8 Future Focus Day on Monday 19th August where 

students began to think about future pathways, 

careers and aspirations. Personalities and talents 

were tested and subjects for 2020 were discussed. 

Students also participated in a Headspace seminar 

based on positive coping strategies for dealing with 

stress and anxiety.  

YEAR 7 WATERMARC EXCURSION

The Year 7’s had a fantastic day at Watermarc on 

Friday 19th July.  It was terrific for the cohort to 

celebrate the end of Semester one and the end of 

the Swimming pogram for their Yr 7 PE classes.   The 

three 30 minute rotations were the waterslides, water 

games and the inflatable obstacle course – everyone 

had a great time. 

Special thanks to Mr Gayfer, Mr Sirianni, Mrs Gray, Ms 

Zahra for their great support and looking after the 

cohort on the day. 

YR 7 BRUCE KINGSBURY MEMORIAL SERVICE

On Friday 29th August, we joined with Kingsbury 

Primary and the 2/14th Battalion association to host 

the annual Bruce Kingsbury Memorial service. It was 

a wonderful service yet again and thoroughly enjoyed 

by all Year 7 students and all who were present, 

including Kingsbury Primary students and staff.  A 

very big thank you to Mr Cattapan and Ms Barker for 

all their wonderful support in organising the event. 

Also a very big thankyou to all of our 2/14th special 

guests and the staff and students from Kingsbury 

Primary School who continue to make this event a 

special accasion on both school’s calendar. It was 

also great to see a number of parents in attendance. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss 

your child’s progress please feel free to contact us at 

any time on 9466 0900.

Kind regards
Junior School Team

Mr. Darryl Forbes – Junior School Leader
Mrs Tammy Baines – Junior School Office Manager

Mr David Gayfer – Year 7 Coordinator
Mr Greg Irvin - Year 8 Coordinator

Congratulations to Torey Crosta 8F who played in his West 
Preston Lakeside's U14 Green Premiership team...and 
kicked two goals!! Well done Torey!! 



Middle School Report 

Reservoir High Newsletter  |  Term 3, Issue 5MIDDLE SCHOOL REPORT Page 10 

Term 3 continues on at breakneck speed, We have 

finished all course counselling and all Middle School 

students should now have entered their course  

intentions for 2020.

Our year 10’s heard from Darren Pereira (International 

Motivational Speaker specialising in senior secondary 

& university education and Corporate Conferences). 

on Monday July 29 as, he gave our students a final 

insight into how best choose a pathway post school..

We have had numerous programs running this 

term to support our students – Tri Tactics, Canine 

Comprehension and Deadly Choices which have 

proved to be a huge success.

A number of our Middle School students had the 

privilege of attending our first ever Snow trip with 

reports back about the wonderful experience.

As semester 2 draws closer to the end it is important 

for parents and families to look ahead to parent  

teacher interviews on Thursday September 19 from 

12.30 – 8.10pm. This will be great chance for parents 

to hear from teachers regarding their child’s progress 

and likely result for end of year.

Kind regards
Middle School Team

Mr. Nick Vass - Subschool Leader
Ms. Elaine Guerra- Year 9 Coordinator 

Ms. Tammy Di Marco- Sub School Office Manager 

Students at Mt Bulla - Snow Trip
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Dear parents/guardians,

Senior School students marked the half way point of Term 3 with a 

successful trip to the snow at Mt Buller. Ms Rogneda and Mr Ross 

took Year 11 and 12 Outdoor & Environmental Studies and VCAL 

students for a day long trip to the snow. Staff and students endured 

a very early start to be at the school at 4:30am to arrive at Mt Buller 

around 9:15. Students were able to explore the area and engage in 

skiing and snowboarding lessons. All who attended had a great day 

and for some it was the highlight of the Term. 

It is hard to believe that we are already in the run home for Term 3 

which means the academic year is soon going to wrap up for the 

Year 12 students, h,owever before then there is a lot to do. Practice 

exams will take place during the last week of Term 3 where all Unit 

3 & 4 students are expected to attend the practice exam for their 

subjects. This will give them opportunity to see where improvement 

can be made prior to the VCAA exams at the end of October. It is 

very easy to become complacent during this time as the end is in 

sigh but I strongly encourage all Year 12 students to continue to 

push themselves and strive for excellence. The mentality that ‘near 

enough is good enough’ should not be the mindset for this stage of 

the year. I will provide more information about celebratory events 

that will take place in Term 4 in future newsletters.

Year 11 students are also thinking about 2020 having completed their 

subject preferences for Year 12 

and classes that are running are 

being finalised and if required 

direct course counselling will 

take place if there are any 

issues relating to 2020 subjects. 

The Year 12 VCAL class have 

been working hard to organise 

and run Bandanna Day. The 

event will take place on 

September 20 which is the last 

day of Term 3. Students and 

staff who purchase a bandana 

($5 cotton or $15 premium 

satin) will be able to wear the 

bandana on September 20 to 

help raise funds for Canteen 

who support young people 

living with cancer. This date 

is earlier than the National 

Bandana Day as the Year 12 

VCAL class won’t be at school 

then. The class and I are hoping 

this is a very successful day and 

money can be raised for this 

worthy cause. Bandanas will be 

sold at lunchtime from Monday 

September 16 in the library 

and students and parents are 

able to purchase one on Parent 

Teacher Interview Day on 

September 19 as well.  

Term 3 has been a good term 

in the Senior School and I 

look forward to the remaining 

4 weeks and a busy but 

productive Term 4.

Yours sincerely,
Ms. Lorraine Cross – Senior School Office Manager

Ms. Nina Rossini – Year 11 Coordinator
Mr. Ken Sinderberry – Year 12 Coordinator
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During term 3, Chemistry is a focus for  the Year 8 

and Year 9 Science classes and, of course, the year 

10, 11 and 12 Chemistry classes.  There are plenty of 

exciting experiments being conducted to support the 

background theory.  For example, the  Year 11 classes 

have been investigating the solubility and acids and 

bases.  The students seen in the photographs were 

investigating some common household materials 

to determine the active substances and their pH 

values. Meanwhile, the Year 12 students were solving 

a mysterious crime scene in the lab by analysing 

spectroscopic data. The Year 12 students have been 

learning about the synthesis and analysis of organic 

compounds, and were able to apply their knowledge 

to evaluate the most likely suspects and chemicals 

involved in the elaborate crime.

“The year 12 students 
have been learning about 
the synthesis and analysis 
of organic compounds,”

The students in Years 8 and 9 have been developing 

their experimental skills so that they are able to do the 

more difficult tasks in the VCE years.  Students in the 

Year 8 class photographs are looking at examples of 

chemical reactions and the Year 9 students are trying 

to find out what chemicals are in some white "mystery" 

powders.

Chemistry and Science 

Kind regards,
Tony Marcus 
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During the first semester of the year Reservoir High 

School participated in a national Esports tournament 

for the second year in a row. Playing the popular 

cooperative video game League of Legends, two 

teams of five control unique champions, each with 

their own designs, abilities and skill requirements, 

work together to take down the opposing team’s 

base. Organised by Meta High School Esports the 

national tournament would run online for 11 weeks 

and feature 130 teams from 100 different schools 

spread across two skill-based divisions and split 

among regions. 

“Reservoir High School 
participated in a national 
Esports tournament for 
the second year in a row”. 
Reservoir High School fielded two teams this year, 

RHS Varrock and RHS Lumbridge entering into the 

Victorian Open League, consisting of 32 teams. 

The teams started off strong, achieving a 5 – 2 

and 4 – 3 result respectively by week 7, with RHS 

Varrock suffering both losses from the tournament 

favourites MHS Maroon and reigning champions MHS 

Black of Melbourne High School. By week 11 RHS 

Lumbridge would achieve a solid 5 – 6 result, being 

knocked out by MHS Black. RHS Varrock would end 

the season with an 8 – 3 result and a difficult win 

against the Australian International Academy (AIA) 

to secure the final regional playoffs spot against the 

automatically seeded Melbourne High School teams 

and Huntingtower School. With their game being 

live streamed and up against reigning champions 

MHS Black, who finished the season 10 – 1, Reservoir 

came into the three-game match as the underdog 

expecting to lose. Ready to go down fighting, in an 

incredibly unexpected battle, Reservoir avenged 

their loss by defeating the previous champions and 

ending the match with a 2 – 0 result that allowed 

them into the finals - to the surprise of all viewers and 

participants. 

National E-sports Tournament

On the 7th of July, RHS Varrock played MHS Maroon 

at a finals event sponsored by Torrens University in 

the CBD, with a live public audience and spectators 

from both Reservoir and Melbourne High School 

in support. Although Reservoir played strongly, 

they would unfortunately lose two games, ending 

their season run in second place for their region. 

Placing fifth and missing the regional playoffs in last 

year’s season and to end up placing second as the 

underdog this year, is an amazing result.

Despite the loss, no one can say that it wasn’t 

an enjoyable or worthwhile experience. The true 

meaning of school spirit is to be able to represent 

your school playing something you enjoy with your 

friends and teammates.

We look forward to fielding more teams and 

participating again next year.

RHS Varrock    

Brendon Truong (11A)    

Andrew Than (11A)

Bailey Gronn (12A)

Minh Bui (10E)

Edmond La (11A)

Brian James (12A)    

                RHS Lumbridge 
  
                 Andy Ngo (10D)

  Justin Nguyen (9B)

  Andy Li (10B)

  Ho Ming (9A)

  Matthew Vo (10D)

  Ian Yang (11E)

Mr William Chan
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There are many formats that the 

production team has used over 

the years however, based on 

the amazing reaction from the 

audience, we believe that the 

one this year worked on so many 

levels. As described by one parent 

on school council last night, it was 

the way the students ‘owned’ the 

work that really resonated with 

him (and the audience) and that 

also moved so many people to 

tears. The writing of the poems 

was open to all cast members, 

even the musicians, however a 

small group of writers and myself 

got together every week after 

school to explore and edit the 

submissions together and get 

a sense of where the students’ 

voices were going. Yes, it did 

get a bit dark at times but those 

were the issues that students 

are concerned with – the fear of 

not belonging, of not fitting in, of 

not being loved, of nightmares 

waking you up in the middle of 

the night, of broken hopes and 

dreams, of global warming and 

the destruction of our planet. Yet 

we injected many moments of 

humour and comic relief, which 

the primary school students in 

particular, thoroughly enjoyed. 

The concept was to explore 

dreams and incorporate the 

Wakakirri section of the show, ‘We 

have a Dream’. When I was asked 

by some audience members 

PRODUCTION 2019  
NITE TIME SUBURBAN DREAMING

which part of the show was the 

Wakakirri, I realized that we had 

succeeded in integrating the work 

well. My vision was a poetical 

soiree where the intermixing of 

word, highlighted by musical 

instruments, song and dance 

would create different moods and 

variations. The many transitions 

were executed seamlessly by the 

students, just like professional 

performers. Thus, the audience 

journeyed with cast and crew 

from past to present and back 

again, enjoying acting, music, 

songs and dancing from a variety 

of genres, styles and periods. 

Encore, encore to a job well done 

one and all. 

Nina Rossini
Writer/Director

“It was the way 
the students 
‘owned’ the 
work that really 
resonated with 
him and that 
also moved so 
many people to 
tears.”
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The last month has been a very exciting time for 

two groups of short term study experience students 

from China visiting Reservoir High School. In July, 

three Year 7 students joined us for two weeks to 

experience the Victorian school system and tour 

many sites around Melbourne. A second group of ten 

Year 10 students joined us for one week in August 

from the Nanjing Foreign Language School – Xianlin 

Campus and the high school affiliated with Nanjing 

Normal University – Jiangning Campus, to again 

experience school life in Australia but also to explore 

the many exciting site seeing experiences available 

in and around Melbourne and Sydney. The Year 10 

students were buddied with students attending 

our 2020 China Tour. This was a perfect opportunity 

for our Reservoir High students to be exposed to 

Chinese culture and find out more about the school 

system in China before they visit our Sister School in 

Tianjin next April. This is just a small snapshot of one 

of the ways we endeavour to improve our students’ 

intercultural capability at Reservoir High.

BELOW ARE SOME COMMENTS FROM THE CHINESE 
STUDENTS AND THEIR BUDDIES ABOUT THEIR 
EXPERIENCES:

Jack Yu – 10D

It has been an interesting and great week spending 

time with you guys. Our class became more lively 

and dynamic because of you, however a week 

passed too quickly and now we have to say goodbye 

to each other. The class and everyone will remember 

the joy and fun times you guys brought to us and 

may our friendship last forever.  

Rumbi Mutezo – 10C

It was very interesting to know the differences 

between the two cultures. I would like to experience 

Chinese culture.

Taylah Stone 10C  

It was fun but kind of scary to meet new people but 

was a good experience and they were really nice 

people. 

Short Term Study Experience 
Students from China 
Visit Reservoir High

Your foreign buddy – Yunhao (Sam) Fan  

I’m really happy to meet you guys and have fun with 

you over five days. It is so nice of you to help us learn 

more about school with good care. I don’t know what 

I can say but I just want to wish you a future full of 

luck and flowers my dear friends.

Zhao (Mary) Yige

It’s really wonderful that we sit together and have a 

meal although it is so cold. All of you are soooooooo 

cute!! It is an unforgettable experience! I will 

remember you all forever!!

Yuxiang (Dennis) Jin 

I loved my Humanities class because during that time 

everyone asked me questions about China which 

made me feel really proud. I really love Reservoir 

High!

Caroline & Tracy 

Hello! It’s a fantastic experience for us to study with 

you guys. We really had a good time. I love the way 

you talk. So friendly and passionate. Wish you all 

have a bright future because you are awesome. 

Thanks for your sharing and caring. So long.

Rebecca Magno 10C 

Learning about the differences between Chinese 

schooling and Australian schooling. I loved getting to 

know them all and it was great having them with us 

this week.

Ziyu (Olivia) Li

It was interesting to learn animal gene composition 

in Biology class and the teacher explained it in 

detail. 

Students from China visited  Reservoir High 
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Ms Christine Farrugia 
 International Student Coordinator

Zihan (Sunny) Zhang

I really enjoyed the lunch time that we sat together and chat 

with each other. Also, the ice-cream from the canteen is quite 

delicious. Every lesson is fun and interesting. Best wishes.

Harry Tan 10C 

It was a wonderful experience with those students. We made 

good friendships with each other and we wish to see them again 

in the future. It was great to know more about their culture as 

well. Overall, it was a fun week with them. 

Yu-Ching (Haille) Peng 

It was my great honour to visit Reservoir high and I enjoyed 

the time here very much. Being with Tayla and her friends I felt 

relaxed and comfortable. I’ve learned a lot about Australian 

culture and I like it very much. Best wishes to everyone in this 

school and happy Birthday to Tayla!

Tayla Hume 10F

What I enjoyed most was learning about the Chinese culture 

and background. Meeting new people and learning to speak 

Mandarin.

Jiaming (Sherlock) Zhao 

I enjoyed having discussion with local students and enjoyed the 

school’s nice view all the time. 

Xin (Kirito) Di

At lunchtime I played basketball with Jack, Harry and Sam and 

also chat with other friends. In maths class I chatted with Jack 

and we solved the maths questions. The best part is making 

friends. 
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On Thursday, August 22nd some of 

our Year 8 students during sport and 

a group of Year 9 & 10 students got 

to try Wheel Gymnastics and loved 

every minute training with Wolfgang!!! 

This activity really fostered team 

work and trust, whilst also allowing 

our students to step outside of their 

comfort zone and improve their 

confidence and fitness.

“Wheel 
Gymnastics 
(Rhönrad - its true 
name) started in 
Germany in 1926 
and was invented 
by railway, Otto 
Fieck.”

Wheel Gymnastics (Rhönrad - its true 

name) started in Germany in 1926 and 

was invented by railway, Otto Fieck. It 

is the only sport of its kind involving 

gymnastics and figure skating 

elements on a free moving apparatus. 

Wheel gymnastics is practiced in 

3 elements (straight line, spiral and 

vault) and is a great low impact sport 

that helps build core, flexibility and 

strength.

Melbourne Wheel Club is one of 3 

clubs in Australia and the only club in 

Victoria to practise the sport based at 

Darebin Community Sports Stadium.

If interested please contact: jarrad@
melbournewheelgymnastics.com

WHEEL GYMANSTICS

Mr. Daryl Forbes and Ms Toni Gray
Health & Physical Education
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The Year 10 Outdoor Ed class have defied heights at 

Hardrock Climbing Company in the Melbourne CBD.

The 20m tall climbing wall can look enormous from 

the ground, but once they scaled the training wall, 

our students realized their ability and were confident 

enough to attempt the climb.

“Rock climbing required 
a great amount of 
muscular endurance.” 

Rock climbing required a great amount of muscular 

endurance, flexibility, agility and problem solving 

skills which most of our students used to reach the 

top and see the incredible city views. 

Outdoor Rock Climbing

An outstanding group of students and teachers 

attended the much anticipated snow trip to Mount 

Buller. After an early start arriving at school at 

4.30am, students and staff had a quick introductory 

lesson to skiing and snowboarding then hit the 

slopes for 4hours of icy navigation. So many of our 

students were first timers and the determination and 

endurance shown, impressed our staff and made for 

a very fun day. After all the snowballs were thrown 

and the snow settled we headed back to school with 

an 8pm finish. An enormous day full of memories 

we’ll enjoy reminiscing on for a lifetime. Thanks to Mr. 

Ross, Mr. Devine, Mr. Todorovski, Ms. Zahra and most 

importantly, our amazing organiser Ms. Rogneda for a 

brilliant experience.”

OES & VCAL Snow Trip 
2019

Kind Regards,

Ms. Cathleen Zahra & Ms Jayde Rogneda
Outdoor, Physical Education & Health Teacher
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COUNSELLING

Reservoir High has a range of options for students to access 

counselling.

Students with issues impacting on their learning or wellbeing at 

school are able to access counselling through a referral to a DET 

social worker who visits the school weekly. Students may also be 

referred to a DET educational psychologist if there are concerns 

regarding learning difficulties. Parental consent is required for 

these consultations. There is a waiting period to access these 

services.

This term we welcome Headspace psychologist, Smruthy Nair. 

Smruthy will be providing counselling services one day a week 

under a DET funded program - Enhancing Mental Health Support 

in Schools program (EMHSS). Students can ask about referral to 

this service from the Student Wellbeing Team. Headspace also 

provides a counselling service at school for students who are 

aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander. There is no cost to students for 

any Headspace services.

Psychologists from Engage 1 on 1, a private psychology group 

based in Northcote, visit the school weekly and students can 

access this service with a Mental Health Care Plan from their 

doctor. Services are provided under Medicare. 

HEADSPACE SCHOOLS

Headspace Schools’ speakers have addressed various year levels 

with more to come this term and next. The aim of Headspace 

Schools is to raise awareness of mental health and wellbeing for 

young people and also to provide practical information about 

wellbeing supports available to them.  

SCHOOL CHAPLAIN

Rachel Farmer, our chaplain, comes to us from the Reservoir 

Salvation Army Youth team. The chaplaincy is part of the National 

School Chaplaincy Program (NSCP) and these services are 

provided by Department of Education and Training by agreement 

with the Commonwealth Government. The aim of the NSCP is to 

support the emotional wellbeing of students by providing pastoral 

care services. The chaplain is able to provide help and support to 

students, irrespective of faith or beliefs. 

The chaplain participates in a broad range of general school 

activities such as attending school camps; running breakfast 

program and lunchtime drop in sessions; as well as classroom 

STUDENT WELLBEING UPDATE

support and general schoolyard 

interaction. 

Participation in the Chaplaincy program 

is at all times voluntary and where a 

student or parent may wish to organise 

one-on-one support with the chaplain, 

consent will be sought from the parents. 

Parents with questions regarding 

the chaplaincy service can contact 

Marg Lawless, the Student Wellbeing 

Coordinator. Parents who wish to opt-

out of any chaplaincy services may do 

so by contacting the Student Wellbeing 

Coordinator. 

Any concerns or complaints regarding 

the chaplaincy should be directed to the 

Principal, Andrew McNeil.

Further information on the programs 
guidelines can be found at: http://www.
education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/
spag/safety/Pages/chaplaincy.aspx

Rachel Farmer School Chaplain

Marg Lawless
Student Wellbeing Coordinator

Reservoir High
p. 9466 0900

e. lawless.margaret.a@edumail.vic.gov.au

CRICOS Provider Name and Code: 
Department of Education and Training, Victoria, 00861K


