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We, at Reservoir High, 
acknowledge the Traditional 
Owners of the Land  
we share.

We pay respect to the Wurundjeri 
People of the Kulin Nation, past, 
present and to come, as well as to 
our Elders.

We also acknowledge and respect 
the cultural contribution of our  
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander students.
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5 Since commencing, I have 
discovered what a fantastic school 
community Reservoir High School is.
The genuine warmth and openness of the 
welcomes I have received from staff, students 
and parents clearly demonstrate to me that 
Reservoir High School is a vibrant, dynamic 
and diverse school which supports students 
and staff to be always learning and striving 
to achieve success. I am privileged to be in 
my position and inspired to ensure that the 
upward trajectory of the school continues.

My key belief, as a teacher and Principal, is 
that every child can be successful and achieve 
their best. This belief is why I was drawn to 
Reservoir High School- it is the same belief 
that staff in the school share and has been 
built on with the excellent work happening 
in the school. This belief is supported by 
the vision that every student is empowered 
to learn through high quality teaching 
practice and the best conditions for learning 
knowledge, skills and developing confidence 
to achieve success not only now, while at 
school, but to be lifelong learners and be 
successful in their futures.

It is a belief that is lived at Reservoir High 
School through the building of strong 
relationships in a culture of high expectations. 
Positive relationships are built on the key value 
of respect; respect for self, respect for others 
and respect for the school. It is a respect 
built on the clear expectations of students 
and staff and is lived in the school. I see it 
walking through the school, in my visits to 
classrooms to observe the learning and in my 
conversations with students and staff.

I would like to thank Mark Jessup, past 
Principal of Reservoir High School and Lea 
Volpe for their outstanding work in leading 
the Reservoir High learning community and 
for developing and building the school to be a 
fantastic place in which to both work  
and learn.

Andrew McNeil

PRINCIPAL’S  

REPORT

2018 YEARBOOK
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Mark Jessup’s farewell speech to the 
Staff of Reservoir High
This school has provided me with nearly 
eight incredible years. I can still remember 
receiving Robert Lamb’s advertisement about 
a Principal position when I was at Highvale 
Secondary College, Glen Waverley.

My Principal was encouraging and allowed 
me to take an afternoon to drive out to the 
school. I got here at three o’clock and parked 
in the car-park outside Coles. I wanted to see 
what the Reservoir kids looked like, observing 
how they exited the school, observing how 
they lined up at the lights – yes, Tony was the 
lollypop man then too. He kept, and still does 
keep, a very tight ship as they crossed. I got 
home that night and said to my Sue, “I’m going 
to give it a go!”  

The following week, I parked in the school 
car-park, heard the bell and asked the first 
student I saw to point me to the office. I have 
forgotten his name now, but he actually took 
me to the General Office, opened the door 
and presented me to the very friendly office 
staff. The ticks just got better as I had a 
private tour with Judy Sim and she really loved 
the place. The kids were calm, despite the 
wind and rain and by the time I ended up in 
Robert Lamb’s Principal Office, I was sold and 
I applied! And you know the rest!

Hans, Judy and I worked well together and I 
learned so much from both. Being merely an 

Eastern suburbs boy, it is only now that I have 
been here so long that I know that the North 
and, indeed, Reservoir is like no other. It is a 
very special place that will remain within  
me forever.

The first time I met Lea was at Gladstone 
Park Secondary College, at their Production, 
not long after I had started at Reservoir. We 
chatted at interval and then we met up at her 
interview. Maybe she did a school tour too?

We have grown to be great mates, although 
very different from each other. Lea and I have 
been, if I do say so myself, a great team. We 
have had many animated discussions over the 
years, but once a decision is made we have 
been united. Lea is a loyal and trusted friend 
and work colleague whom I shall miss very 
much indeed.

Thank-you to the Leading teachers, both past 
and present. I could not have asked for better 
teams. Their input and passion for education 
is second to none.  We have laughed and 
argued, then laughed some more. However, 
we have always been a tight-knit group who 
have supported each other through the good, 
the sad and the very tough times. 

The staff here are amazing - teaching and 
non-teaching. I have never met such a diverse 
and committed group of people. We are all 
here for the students and your support of 
your school and of your principal has been 
extraordinary and much appreciated. Your 
roles, no matter what, enable us to run this 
great school. Thank-you all for allowing me 
to hold this privileged position as Principal of 
Reservoir High. I will look back on this time 
as the best years of my professional life. I will 
look back on this time as richly rewarding and, 
indeed, character building. I will be taking a 
huge part of Reservoir High with me as life’s 
adventure continues. Making my decision to 
leave was made a little easier, as I knew that 
the school would be in expert hands.

Thank-you and I hope to come back and  
visit often.

Mark Jessup
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11 The Year 7s started the year with a great deal of 
excitement, enthusiasm and, no doubt, a few nerves, 
as they finally entered Secondary School. After 
graduating from their primary schools, the time had 
come to form new friendships, receive their lockers 
and begin to find their ways to all new subjects and to 
learn the names of many new teachers!

The first day consisted of many Orientation activities 
designed to help students get to know their new 
classmates. Year 7s were put to the test in our Annual 
Reservoir High Amazing Race, which was a great 
success and thoroughly enjoyed by all the students. 
This saw all Year 7s form small groups and travel 
around the school to locate numerous checkpoints 
and familiarise themselves with classrooms, teachers 
and buildings within the school.  It was a terrific first 
day had by all with lots of new friendships made.

Very early on in Term 1, a large number of Year 7s 
attended a transition experience at Camp Toolangi 
located just out of Kinglake. All students enjoyed the 
many fun and challenging activities on offer, such 
as the giant swing, obstacle course, low and high 
ropes, bushwalking, hut building and, of course, the 
flying fox. Everyone enjoyed the chance to challenge 
themselves and enjoy new obstacles in a safe and 
controlled environment, whilst also enjoying the 
copious amounts of food on offer and sharing a cabin 
with new and old friends. 

Our Year 7 parents’ barbeque, not long after camp, 
proved to be a great success yet again and is an 
annual highlight. It was terrific to see the large turnout 
of parents, guardians and students who enjoyed the 
opportunity to meet and greet teachers and other key 
staff within the school, over a sausage or two!! It was 
a great evening.

The Year 7s did not take too long to settle in and 
become accustomed to their new surroundings. 
Many students jumped at the opportunity to assist 
with our very popular Grade 5 Day, where Reservoir 
High proudly hosted all of our local Grade 5 students 
for the day. It was fantastic to see so many Year 7 
students feeling comfortable to help lead activities 
and groups during the day and they were wonderfully 
mentored by many other students across the year 
levels. This continued to be a strong theme with the 
Year 7s throughout the year, with many students 
involved in both extra-curricular and co-curricular 
activities. Students were also recognised for their 
work ethic throughout the year with Student of the 
Month certificates and our annual Principal Awards.

Congratulations to all students who took part in our 
school production ‘On with the Show’ this year. What 
a fantastic performance!! It was great to see so many 

Year 7s being part of the cast and crew and having 
such a wonderful time, both on and off stage. On 
the sporting field, Year 7s were proudly represented 
in many interschool sporting competitions again, 
starting off with our very own Athletics Carnival. From 
that, many were selected to compete at regional and 
zone level, in both athletics and cross country events. 
Reservoir High was also proudly represented in team 
sports with many Year 7s taking up the opportunity to 
play a variety of interschool sports offered this year. 
Many thanks to all staff who volunteered to help train 
and coach teams throughout the year. 

One of the highlights for the year level was our fun 
packed day out at Watermarc Swimming Centre early 
in Term 3. The day was a celebration of the hard 
work throughout Semester 1 and the end of our Year 
7 water safety program in Physical Education classes. 
Students rotated through a variety of activities, 
however the tantrum alley and pipeline waterslides 
proved to be the most popular activity of all.   
Students also enjoyed the Tarzan swim and running 
across the large inflatable obstacle course whilst 
trying very hard not to fall off into the water. We all 
had a great day. 

Year 7 students also attended a day excursion to La 
Trobe University. A digital scavenger hunt using iPads 
was completed to give students an idea of how to  
find their way around the University. Students 
completed activities and discussions with current 
University students, highlighting that University can be 
for anyone.

Another major highlight of the year was our Bruce 
Kingsbury Memorial Service in Term3. Reservoir High, 
Kingsbury Primary School and the 2/14th Infantry 
Battalion Association joined us to conduct our annual 
Bruce Kingsbury memorial service, on Friday 22nd 
August.  Many Grade 6 students from Kingsbury 
Primary School and our Year 7 students paid honour 
to the gallant heroics of Bruce Kingsbury and the 
2/14th Battalion during World War 2.

Overall, it has been a very enjoyable and rewarding 
year for our Year 7s. A very big thankyou to all school 
staff for their tremendous support, dedication and 
hard work with all of our Year 7s in 2018, it has been 
greatly appreciated. Finally, a special thank you to 
Ms Baines, Mr Forbes and Mr Irvin  for their ongoing 
support and wonderful work, enabling the Junior 
School to run so smoothly, giving daily support for all 
of our Junior students.

We look forward to seeing our year 7s students return 
in 2019 as they take a leap to year 8!!

David Gayfer 

RESERVOIR HIGH SCHOOL
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On Tuesday, the 24th of April, the Year 11 
Coordinator of Reservoir High Ms Rossini 
and I had the immense pleasure of attending 
a lunch hosted by the 2nd/14th Battalion, 
where many other ex-battalion soldiers and 
their families also attended. I was invited to 
present the speech which won me the Bruce 
Kingsbury scholarship at the gathering as well 
as partake in a ceremony to pay respects for 
those fallen soldiers who had given up their 
lives for us.

The day began with a short ceremony at the 
Shrine of Remembrance, where we were 
solemnly reminded of the courageous efforts 
of our soldiers and to acknowledge their 
bravery and commitment to duty. Once the 
ceremony concluded, we made our way to 
The Victorian Army Barracks for lunch. It was 
highly impressive and quite overwhelming to 
consider all the work that goes on inside those 
walls to help our military forces to keep our 
country safe. 

Many speeches were presented celebrating 
the work of the WW 2 veterans. Old friends 
were able to reconnect with one another and 
the conversations were very animated. A 
delicious lunch followed but I had very little 
appetite as I had not spoken yet and I was so 
nervous. When finally it was my turn to deliver 
my speech, I was able to compose myself, 
not be worried  about the many influential 
people in the room and go through my speech 
confidently and smoothly. 

There were many presentations during the 
day such as military tactics and to find out 
the way in which the military has changed 
and developed over time. We saw army gear 
from WW1 to the present and some protective 
clothing one of which was a safety vest which 
weighed around 10kg and when it was passed 
to me, laughter broke out as the weight of it 
almost made me drop to the ground. It made 
me think of what strength the soldiers must 
have to move around the battlefield.

Overall, the day was a major success and it 
was a once in a lifetime experience for me. 
We got to meet new people who were kind 
and caring and who had contributed to our 
country in some shape or form. It was an 
honour to be invited and to attend this event 
and I feel very privileged to have been invited 
as a guest next year.

Amber Robertson  
Year 11 student Reservoir High School

BRUCE KINGSBURY 
CELEBRATIONS 18
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‘We would escalate through School Council to 
get it back… We would protest and even try to 
bring the doctor back ourselves!’ 

The audience was also impressed by the 
amount of thought and teamwork that has 
gone into the whole program and very envious 
of Victoria!! Our challenge now is to accurately 
capture whether these sorts of outcomes are 
occurring across all 100 schools. 

Reservoir is also very fortunate to have such 
a dedicated GP in the program and she 
should be treasured!  But indeed all of the 
school’s health and wellbeing leaders are also 
fantastic. We know this because the wonderful 
Doctor Kate also services another school 
where the school program lead has changed 
and there has been a changeover of three 
Principals in the year, so, consequently not as 
many students are supported to attend.”

Lena Sanci  Head / Associate Professor 
MBBS., PhD., FRACGP
Department of General Practice | Melbourne 
Medical School
Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry & Health 
Sciences
The University of Melbourne

DOCTORS 

IN SCHOOLS

It was a great privilege for Kirsten 
Logronio and Jerelyn Temple to be 
selected to present the student voice 
on this initiative. With their genuine 
and heartfelt approach, they won 
over an audience of more than 300 
Queensland participants from all 
sectors of the medical field – doctors, 
social workers, psychologists, 
university medical student, teachers 
and other people interested in youth 
health matters. Below are some 
comments from Dr Lena Sanci.

“Again I cannot re-iterate enough what a 
major impact Kirsten and Jerelyn had on the 
audience and what an asset to the program it 
was to have them present with me on that day. 
The power of the youth voice is overwhelming 
and their authentic and heartfelt feedback 
would make the Premier proud of what the 
program is achieving.”

At the end, their responses to my questions 
show that from their perspective the program 
is also de-stigmatising help-seeking, 
normalising help-seeking if feeling unwell, 
increasing health literacy and connectedness 
to the school, and commitment to health care:

‘What effect have you noticed at school since 
it started?’

‘We care about each other more and suggest 
go see the doctor if someone is feeling bad.’

‘What reaction did other students have if they 
knew someone had gone to the Doctor?’ 

‘Well, initially, they would hide it but now they 
are happy to share it and no one cares if you 
have been to see the Doctor.’

‘Has it had any other effect on the students?’ 

‘We ask health questions more in class, even of 
the teachers and teachers, are happy to answer.’

‘And for a final word, this program depends 
on a lot of partnerships and other pieces 
of the puzzle, if one falls over it might put it 
at risk – what would you do if we took the 
program away?’ 

2018 YEARBOOK
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Reservoir High School is fortunate 
to have students from many 
different backgrounds and cultures, 
which is at the heart of the school 
Community. Particularly, Reservoir 
High School is fortunate to offer 
an EAL program to a number of 
students from many parts of the 
world, from years 7 to 12. 
This year, students undertook a number of 
other units to build their language proficiency 
and develop a range of skills.

For example, the junior years of EAL  
undertook the Independent Reading program 
this year. As part of this program, they chose 
a wide variety of texts to read independently 
and completed a number of activities in 
response to them, including: book reports and 
oral presentations. 

Additionally, EAL students studied a range  
of texts in class, including a newly introduced 
text ‘Looking for Alibrandi’, which explores  
the idea of identity and culture in  
multicultural Australia. 

2018 YEARBOOK RESERVOIR HIGH SCHOOL

21 The Year 9 EAL students became authors  
for a term, as they wrote their own multi-
chapter novels. 

In VCE, the EAL students were pushed and 
tested as they explored more sophisticated 
ways of responding and analysing texts.  
They were introduced to new themes, 
language and styles of writing. 

Throughout the year, Reservoir High School 
welcomed a number of new International 
Students who joined the EAL program 
and brought with them curiosity and new 
perspectives. They said goodbye to the much-
loved Ms Tsolakis, who was responsible for 
the EAL program for many years and made it 
what it is today. RHS welcomed new teacher 
Mrs Perry who was fortunate to teach the 
Year 9 and 10 EAL classes in Semester 2. 
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A special congratulations goes out 
to Tien Bui who has done himself, 
his family and the school proud 
by achieving an ATAR of 97.7 and 
becoming the DUX of 2017. 
This is an outstanding achievement for 
a young man who began his studies at 
Reservoir High School with very little 
English but an amazing amount of 
determination to succeed. Tien, from 
Vietnam, is one of the many Victorian 
international students who received a first-
round university offers.

This 2017 School Captain and Fair Go 
Sport Ambassador from Reservoir High 
School was also an active member of the 
debating society at school and won First 
Place in the International Student Public 
Speaking Competition.

2018 International Student Forum at 
the Melbourne State Library 
This year three of Reservoir High’s Year 11 
students were fortunate enough to attend 
the 2018 International Student Forum held 
at the Melbourne State Library on Thursday 
3rd May. Van Nguyen, Anna Tran and Eric 
Xia, joined 100 other international and local 
students from 30 Victorian schools, to discuss 
a range of subjects related to improving 
intercultural capability in their schools. These 
included the benefits of having international 
students at their school, the opportunities 
being offered to students through various 
school programs and also the challenges 
and changes that could improve outcomes 
for international students. All students had an 
extremely positive experience on the day and 
thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to meet 
and make connections with students from 
other schools. Together they came up with 
some impressive ideas about how to make the 
international student study experience the best 
it can be.

International Student Coordinators were also 
involved in a separate program for part of 
the day, where we discussed the benefits of 
having an international student program in our 
schools and shared ideas for improvement. 
From these ideas we have created an action 
plan to create change at the school level. At 
Reservoir High we are very fortunate that the 
multicultural make up of our students allows 
for many inter cultural events to take place 
throughout the year. These include our EAL 
(English as an Additional Language) lunch and 
our International Week celebrated in Term 3. 

A couple of the ideas that came out of the 
day were the introduction of a welcome 
party for new international students and the 
introduction of more excursions involving both 
local and international students, similar to  
the Experience Victoria excursions organised 
in 2017.

Thank you to all three students who were 
excellent ambassadors for Reservoir High and 
a very big thank you to Eric who was chosen 
to MC the 2018 Forum and introduced some 
very important event attendees, including the 
Parliamentary Secretary for Education, Ms 
Judith Graley.

24

What a pleasure it was to accompany Helia 
Tousi and Ian Yang of 10E to the official 
2018 Victorian International School Student 
Welcome Reception at Government House, 
Melbourne on Tuesday 20th March.

All three of us were impressed by the opulent 
rooms and kind words of welcome from the 
Governor of Victoria, Her Excellency The 
Honourable Linda Dessau AC and Ms Judith 
Graley, MP, Parliamentary Secretary for 
Education.

Their resounding message of the morning 
was focused on the positive contributions 
international students bring to Victorian 
schools and the importance of us all becoming 
global citizens.

At the end of the ceremony, we were all 
treated to a tour of the majestic rooms of 
Government House and served a delicious 
morning tea. I would like to thank the 
International Education Division for organising 
this very special event
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Our International Students have been 
involved in so many school activities during 
the 2018 school year.  A quick snapshot 
includes Ian Yang and Helia Najjaran Tousi 
meeting the Governor for an International 
Student welcome event at Government 
House, students participating in our 
annual Fair Go Sports Day and Tien Bui 
being listed as a finalist in the Victorian 
Global Learning Awards for a Year 12 
Student Leadership Award. Our Junior 
students continue to be the recipients of 
a number of awards, along with Principal 
Awards for our Middle School students. 
Van Nguyen and Anna Tran took part in 
the International Student Public Speaking 
Competition and were also excellent 
ambassadors for our school at the 2018 
International Student Forum.

It has  been fantastic to see so many of 
our International Students enjoying the 
opportunities offered through our Outdoor 
Education electives and Advance Program. 
Through stepping out of their comfort 
zones, our students are learning new skills 
which can transfer into their everyday 
lives. I would like to thank all of our 
students for their willingness to participate 
in all that Reservoir High has to offer and 
to extend themselves through our wide 
range of programs, both at school and 
through extracurricular activities.

Ms Christine Farrugia 

2018 YEARBOOK
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2018 has been a fun, rewarding and highly 
successful year for all of our Year 8 students. 

During Term 1 we visited the Melbourne Zoo, 
taking part in a Zoo Education Program focusing 
on the plight of Endangered Animals. Students 
took part in an education session with zoo keepers, 
where they learned about the many threats to 
local and international wildlife. They then voted  
on which animal they thought most worthy of  
their support.

In Term 2, the focus turned to Humanities and life 
in Medieval times. Students and staff dressed up 
for our annual Medieval Day. Students attended  
a range of workshops, covering crime and  
punishment, tournaments and troubadours, 
entertainment and castle life. Through these 
practical workshops students gained an insight 
into life in the Middle Ages.

Term 3 saw classes engage in Future Focus Day,  
a career orientated exploration day, where 
students could consider and investigate possible 
future pathways. In the morning, students 
took part in a session run by Headspace 
Greensborough, focusing on mental health. 
The afternoon included many activities and 
conversations about careers and jobs. The 
students were asked to think about what jobs 
they thought they might enjoy or be suited for. 
Students came away from the day with a clearer 
understanding of what their futures could look like. 

Students also visited La Trobe University to spend 
the day as a “university student”. Taking part in 
robotic and engineering sessions, before spending 
time investigating the grounds and hearing stories 
about ‘uni life’ was very inspiring. 

Watermarc again proved to be the highlight of  
Term 4. Students practised their swimming skills 
and celebrated the end of their time in the  
Junior School. 

Along with all of the above activities, our Year 8s 
have worked hard academically to achieve  
fantastic results. The Year 8s have been actively 
involved in the Athletic sports, Interschool 
sports, Debating, SRC, the Production and music 
performance nights. Our Year 8 sporting teams 
represented the school with great pride and 
displayed excellent sportsmanship. Our SRC 
has been active with our Junior School Leaders, 
providing feedback and representing the views of 

their peers in the SRC forum.

It has been a pleasure to be the  
Co-ordinator of this cohort and I 
would like to wish all Year 8 students 
well as they transition to the Middle 
School. Thank you also, to all 
teachers for their tireless efforts in 
giving every student the opportunity 
to achieve their best. 
A big thank you to Darryl Forbes 
(Head of the Junior School),  
David Gayfer (Year 7 Co-ordinator), 
Tammy Baines (Junior School Office 
Manager) and Lea Volpe and Mark 
Jessup for their continued support 
and involvement with this cohort. 
Finally thanks to the parents and 
guardians for their support of our 
endeavours with their children. 
Greg Irvin

2018 YEARBOOK
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On a wet day on Friday the 11th 
of May Reservoir High was home 
to an assortment of medieval 
characters, activities and 
specially designed lessons.   
Yes, the school took a colourful 
time trip back to the Middle Ages. 
All Year 8 classes attended the day and the 
timetable was carefully designed to ensure 
that their day would be completely devoted 
to history.  It started by breaking the Year 
8 group into three. Each group rotated to 
specially prepared rooms to participate in 
sessions on: Crime and Punishment, Weapons 
and Armour and Troubadours. These sessions 
had professional presenters who used a 
variety of media and real artefacts, such as 
swords and armour to really engage students 
interactively. The sessions culminated in a 
Tournament in the Performance and Arts 
Centre, where students could literally ‘have a 
bash’ against a terrific real knight in armour.  

After lunch, students watched the movie ‘A 
Knight’s Tale’ for the first time together, in the 
new Performance and Arts Centre. 

The Medieval Day was fun, because many 
Humanities teachers and other staff dressed 
up in period costume.  Many teachers taught 
normal classes in Medieval dress and deserve 
points for being really good sports.  

The Humanities staff were also great in their 
dedication to make the day the real success  
it was.

Peter Cattapan

MEDIEVAL  
DAY

32
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Hello all, another year has flown by with many 
exciting events having occurred.

Our new cohort at the start of the year took a 
little while to settle into the routine of ‘The Middle 
School’, with very pleasing results. We now have a 
group of mature young adults and we look forward 
to seeing them continuing to progress in all areas. 

During 2018 the Year 9s went on the Williamstown 
excursion to ‘Tall Ships’ where they experienced 
a taste of life from the past, seeing the conditions 
and ways of sailing a ship from the olden days. 
Our students were then able to view the sights and 
shops of Docklands.

In Term 3 we had our Principal’s Awards. It was a 
delight to see many of our students receive awards 
for their Academic results and also Exemplary 
Attitude to Learning Awards for those who strive to 
better their education. It was also a good chance 
to find out more about the interests and career 
aspirations of those students.

There was the process this year regarding 
course counselling, where students met with their 
counsellor at least twice before making their 
subject selections. We then had subject selection 
afternoon, where students had to make a decision 
about their future and make appropriate subject 
choices to achieve their future career pathways.   

Students have been involved in numerous events 
throughout the year. Many Year 9 students 
represented Reservoir High in interschool sport 
competitions. We also had a number of our Year 9 
students in our fantastic Production of ‘The 

Greatest Showman’ which was a pleasure to watch 
as they gave their all. Several Year 9 students 
attended the School for Student Leadership this 
year during Term 3 and they have developed 
confidence, leadership skills and team building 
skills, all of which are essential life skills.

In Term 4 we ran the Peer Support training 
program. A group of selected students who show 
leadership abilities have been trained to be Peer 
Support Leaders to the new Year 7 students to help 
them settle into life in Secondary School. The day 
of training gave students a chance to show their 
strengths and abilities to work in group situations 
and be good leaders.

We from the Middle School, myself, Mrs Elaine 
Guerra, Mr Nick Vass, Mrs Tammy Di Marco and Ms 
Lea Volpe look forward to seeing our Year 9s back 
at Reservoir High in 2019 in the Middle School as 
Year 10 Students.

RESERVOIR HIGH SCHOOL
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On Friday March 16, Year 9 students attended a 
terrific excursion to Melbourne Docklands. The 
students had a perfect day for this annual event.

Students experienced a sail on a replica of 
an original sailing ship that was important in 
Melbourne’s founding history - The Enterprize. 
They were able to steer, hoist sails and explore 
the interior of the craft. One brave teacher even 
climbed the rigging. Unfortunately, students need 
to be over 18 to do this.

As well as this voyage Year 9s do a field work 
assignment that meets curriculum requirements:  
mapping and considering the viability of this part 
of the urban experience.

A large group of students viewed the city from the 
Melbourne Star Observation Wheel. This was an 
optional extra, which was greatly enjoyed.

It was great that the weather was not too hot. 
It is a credit to students and our hardworking 
Humanities staff that the day was such a success.

Ingredients
A loving heart
Large heart
Cup of laughter
Bag of love
2 cups of hopes and dreams 
Dash of faith
Cup of generosity 
4 cups of kindness and friendship 
combined into 1 
Bag of love and happiness
5tbs warm personality 
Dash of caring emotions 

Method 
Fill a large heart with a joyful cup of laughter and love that is whole

Pour in a bottomless bag of hope and dreams sprinkled with a dash of faith 

Stir in a loving mixture of friendship and kindness

Add the generosity slowly 

But wait….

Someone special pours a bag full of happiness and love creating a  
warm personality

And to finish off this heart of love put a dash of caring emotions and  
watch the heart SPARKLE! 

RECIPES  
FOR LIFE 

A Loving Heart

40

Jasmine Clark 9C



2018 YEARBOOK RESERVOIR HIGH SCHOOL

This year, the Advance class has made 
a lot of wonderful memories and has 
gone through so many new experiences 
together, creating unexpected friendships 
and closer bonds. There were many 
components of the Duke of Ed which we 
had to complete, including first aid, two 
camps, and project planning. The camps 
consisted of bike-riding, raft building, 
swimming, cooking with trangias, as well 
as setting up, and sleeping in tents. 

The Advance class also helped to 
organise fun and engaging activities 
for International Week, made stalls for 
International Food Day and helped 
to organise a fashion parade, which 
showcased traditional clothes from various 
countries. Additionally, the Advance 
class contributed ideas to create a newly 
built youth centre, ‘The Hub,’ located at 
Northland Shopping Centre. Our class 
has accompanied those at the Retirement 
Village, participating in a wide variety of 
activities including one-on-one interviews 
with the residents, a trivia night, a fete and 
a Christmas celebration.

This year in Advance, we have developed 
many important skills including 
organisation and time-management. 
We have learned about the nationalities 
of our fellow classmates, how to set up 
camping equipment and even how to save 
lives. Advance has been an enjoyable and 
rewarding subject which has brought us 
closer together and taught us valuable life 
skills.

Advance
Advance

Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance
Advance

41 This year, the Advance class has made a lot of 
wonderful memories and has gone through 
so many new experiences together, creating 
unexpected friendships and closer bonds. 
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43 DEBATING
Imagine having the chance to voice 
an opinion, proving why you are 
right and trying to convince others 
to agree with you. Every teenager’s 
dream, right? 
For the students in the Reservoir High School 
Debating Program, this is very close to the truth. In 
2018, 22 students joined the Year 8 – 12 Reservoir 
High School Debating Team, achieving great 
success throughout the year. 

First, students participated in the Debaters 
Association Victoria (DAV) Schools Competition, 
competing in nine rounds of debates, across 
two grades and against various other schools. 
The debates ran from Term 1 to Term 3 and took 
place at Loyola College. The debates covered 
sophisticated topics, such as: “Should Australia 
introduce an inheritance tax?” and “Should we 
impose mandatory minimum sentences for all 
violent crimes?” Although the Year 8 students 
participated in the D grade debates and the year 
9s and 10s in the C grade, all rounds proved to 
be highly challenging and nail-biting. Students 
worked collaboratively during lunchtimes, after 
school and at home to prepare for their debates, 
which involved researching extensively, preparing 
speeches, and rehearsing thoroughly. The students 
certainly put on a show at the debates, impressing 
adjudicators and fellow debaters with their 
sophisticated arguments, extensive knowledge 
and unwavering confidence, even when rebutting 
opposing teams and arguments. It was truly 
fantastic to see students who had not participated 
in the program previously - such as Jack Yu and 
Matthew Vo from 9D, and Mia Beki from 8D who 
joined the C grade team - grow in confidence and 
skills. 

In addition to preparing and presenting their own 
debates, the RHS debating team also shared their 
skills with others, promoting the skills, knowledge 
and benefits of debating to Grade 5 students in 
neighbouring primary schools. The RHS Primary 
school debating program involved visits to 
Kingsbury Primary School, Preston Primary School, 

Preston North East Primary School, and Reservoir 
Views Primary School, where RHS students ran 
workshops about the rules of debating, presented 
a mock debate and guided the Grade 5 students 
in presenting their own debate before their peers. 
The Grade 5 students were truly inspired and it 
was rewarding to see students displaying curiosity 
and enthusiasm as they worked with the RHS 
students during the workshops. The workshops 
were designed to prepare the Grade 5 students for 
the three rounds of debates which then followed, 
held in the Library and Performing Arts Centre at 
Reservoir High School. The RHS Debating Team 
organised, em-ceed and adjudicated the Grade 5 
debates and were blown away by the talent, skill, 
development and confidence displayed by them. 
The program culminated in a nail-biting finale, in 
which all schools were in the running to be the 2018 
champions. However, once again, Preston Primary 
School took home the championship trophy. 

Lastly, the RHS debating program expanded in 
Term 4, when the year 7 SEAL students began 
their Junior School Debating program as part of 
the English program. The Junior School Debating 
program is run by the DAV, and involved four 
evenings of learning about and participating 
in debates, held at Parade College. The first 
evening entailed a workshop in which students 
learned and reviewed the rules of debating and 
gained some helpful tips to use before and during 
the debates. Students then had two weeks to 
prepare for their first round of debates, during 
which they demonstrated outstanding skills and 
accomplishments. They continued to develop, 
improve and succeed during the program, through 
helpful feedback from trained adjudicators, 
benefiting from the expertise of the existing RHS 
Debating Team, who gave up their lunches and 
time to mentor and support the Year 7 students. 

Overall, this year’s RHS debating program was a 
great success. Although there were many ‘wins’ to 
be proud of, the true rewards came from working 
as a team, learning and developing skills and, 
most importantly, finding one’s voice. 

Helen Anastasiou
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SCHOOL CAPTAINS

SRC

1989 seems such a 
long time ago. 
We held a special ceremony when 
we commenced digging for our 1989 
School Capsule. Many thanks to Agung, 
our Maintenance Co-ordinator, for his 
assistance in digging this very well buried 
artifact. Students and staff surrounded the 
dig and when the capsule was eventually 
dug out, we opened it to find the special 
treasures it contained. 

It was at first strange to find some 
McDonald’s boxes from the 1980s 
(probably collectors’ pieces by now), some 
written work from students, a letter from 
one principal to another, photos and other 
interesting pieces of paraphernalia from 
this time. Some of our teachers remember 
the day it was buried.  Unfortunately, 
no gold was found, but the memories 
of a bygone era were reflected upon – 
particularly with the old newspapers and 
even some shopping catalogues.

TIME CAPSULE 
DIG UP
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The Home Economics Department has 
continued to run smoothly this year. 
Unfortunately, Mrs Helen Robinson has 
been away all year and, irreplaceable as 
she is, we have managed to find some 
competent replacements to fill  
her allotments.

Students have continued to further 
develop their skills, with the variety of 
subjects which our area offers, from Cake 
Decorating in Year 10 to Textiles in Year 9. 
Our junior classes have loved the variety of 
foods prepared, especially Pizza!!!!

This year we are working with the Year 8 
Italian Language students to support them 
in making homemade pasta. This was a 
challenge, but highly successful.

Looking forward to another great year in 
Home Economics next year.

Mrs Elaine Guerra and  
Mrs Rae Sharpe-Maxwell.

This year has seen a huge amount of 
growth and changes within the Technology 
Department. We have welcomed two new 
members of staff, Ms Maxwell-Sharp to 
Food Technology and Mr Forni to the area 
of Design Technology.

We have seen the area of Systems and 
Engineering grow, with both Year 11s and 
12s designing and manufacturing products 
such as robotic arms and working models 
of lighthouses. VCE/VET Furnishing 
students have attended Industry visits 
and established relationships with local 
industries. They have developed skills in 
line with industry standards, creating a 
portfolio of technical drawings as well as 
manufacturing timber tables, using pine 
and jarrah. 

In Junior School, a wide variety of products 
have been successfully designed and 
manufactured. Electives have seen the 
introduction of Arduino and coding, as well 
as the growth of Product Design, in the 
form of products such as Jewellery, LED 
Lamps, which are as aesthetic as they are 
functional. As usual, great furniture was 
produced by our students. 

FOOD  
TECHNOLOGY  
AND TEXTILES

DESIGN 
TECHNOLOGY
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We introduced Year 7s to 
performance. They participated 
in Grade 5 Day very happily. This 
was followed by a walk to LaTrobe 
University where we flash-mobbed 
the Region’s principals. Around the 
same time we started rehearsals for 
production ‘On With The Show’. 
A big thank you to Nina Rossini for 
direction, script development and 
writing. Thanks to Rohan Bayley 
and his musicians for all the work 
they put in over six months of 
development. Thank you to Heather 
Wilson for assisting in choreography 
and costuming. Thanks to ‘newby’, 
Daniela Cafasso for the multitude of 
jobs which helped the show to run so 
smoothly. To the promotions team, 
Joseph Sirianni, Darryl Forbes and 
Geoff Barker, thanks for help with 
front of house, design concept work 
and primary school promotions. 
Special mention to Matilda for the 
main design used on t-shirts, the 
program and posters. 
Performing Arts in both semesters, 
dance, drama and music were great 
successes. The evenings showcased 
the wealth of wonderful talent we 
have here. 
Some memorable performances 
– Daniel Aumont in his role as PT 
Barnum, Josh Fontane and Phillip 
Carlisle, Kirsten Longronio as 
Barnum’s wife. But the two who 
literally held it all together were 
Harley Duffy and Vivian Than as  
the Ringmasters. 

On November 27, we held our “Spring 
Music Showcase” to a near capacity 
audience in our fantastic Performing  
Arts Centre.

All of the performers and staff did a 
sensational job. We had twenty-four 
acts, involving seventy-five students. We 
rocked out to “You Give Love a Bad Name”, 
were taken back to Paris for a rendition 
of Eric Satie’s “Gymnopedie Number 1” 
and you couldn’t forget the piano solo of 
“Bohemian Rhapsody”. Kevin and Patrick 
hosted the evening and all of the fancy 
sound, lighting and curtain work was done 
by our very calm and capable student tech 
crew. Very professional indeed!

A big thanks to the Instrumental Music 
staff… Myself and all of the students are 
very lucky to have such talented musicians 
and dedicated teachers to put on concerts 
like this. We even put on a smorgasbord of 
gourmet food!

We also released our “triple” CD. Students 
had a good laugh at the photos and how 
they sounded on a professional CD.  

I think everyone had a good time and I’m 
sure there were a lot of proud parents, 
students and teachers.

Many thanks and… “Reservoir Rocks!”

Rohan, Tony, Jennie, Ben, Rebecca,  
Bruce and Vivian (Music Department)

54PERFORMING 
ARTS
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55 THE ARTS
This year, again, has been very busy 
and the students have produced some 
excellent work. I would like to thank all the 
staff for their hard work and would like to 
congratulate Farida Sharifi for winning the 
planner award and providing the artwork 
on the cover of this year’s planner. Also, 
congratulations to Vivian Dao, who won 
the People’s Choice Award thus adding 
another piece to our school’s wonderful  
art collection.

Ms Dellal took leave for the first three 
terms this year and we welcomed Ms 
Siska, who has been a great addition to 
the faculty. I would like to congratulate 
Ebony Jackson in Year 9 for being part of 
VACCA’s Art Mentoring Programme and 
exhibiting her work in the Heritage Art 
Exhibition at the Neon Parlour Gallery.

Lots of excursions happened during the 
year: groups of students from Studio Art, 
Year10 Photography and Year10 Visual 
Communication went to the MOMA exhibit 
at the NGV; Year 12 Studio Art students also 
undertook a gallery tour of Collingwood 
and went to see Top Arts at the NGV; 8D 
had a day at the Aquarium, drawing and 
then touring the NGV; and the senior Visual 
Communication Design classes attended 
the Design Big Day Out, viewing art and 
architecture of the CBD and Top Designs.

Our art show, in Term 4, really showcased 
the talent we have in the school, with 
a huge range of art works on display. I 
would like to thank Mr Barker, Ms Dellal 
and Ms Siska for all their hard work 
putting the show together.

Heather Wilson



In a year where the rock band Queen has 
recaptured the imagination of everyone, 
with the release of the biopic movie 
‘Bohemian Rhapsody’, one simple quote 
from Brian May, lead guitarist, resonated 
with me when he described the late front 
man Freddie Mercury: 

“Lover of Life, Singer of Songs” – so simple, 
yet saying so much about how Freddie 
lived his life and we, in the Middle School, 
can take so much from this quote, as we 
move through our school years. 

In life we can become obsessed with data/
results/scores and numbers… and as 
someone who lives and breathes sport I 
am just as guilty of this. 

Yes, there is significant importance to this, 
however it cannot be all-consuming, the 
middle ground needs to be found. 

Finding one’s pathway is a major focus for 
year 10s and our philosophy is for each 
student to begin by understanding what 
they are passionate about, what they 
enjoy, what they like doing. 

As our year 10s finish up and move off into 
the Senior School we wish them our very 
best. We remember each student as a 
unique individual and the special moments 
shared…not as a number.

To our year 10s, one last piece of advice…
if you happen to be in Switzerland, head to 
Montreux, Lake Geneva and pay Freddie a 
visit…his statue is 3m high, can’t be missed. 
There you can read Brian May’s tribute to  
a friend. 

No matter how much money you make or 
how many records you sell…love your life 
and sing your song.

Best wishes from all of us in Middle School.

Nick Vass

“Lover of Life, Singer of Songs”  
– so simple yet saying so much 
about how Freddie lived his life 
and we, in the Middle School, can 
take so much from this quote, as 
we move through our school years. 
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The annual Year 10 Formal continues 
to confound audience expectations. 
Now in its 26th year, the event’s 
organisers drew inspiration from the 
revival in interest in legendary rock 
band Queen sparked by the smash 
hit film ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’.  
The gang was all there: shaggy-maned 
lead guitarist Brian May (Mr Vass), 
uber-cool bass player John Deacon (Ms 
Best), sneering drummer Roger Taylor 
(Mr Ripoli) and preening, flamboyant 
frontman Freddie Mercury (Mr Lyras). 
The startled audience was treated to a 
pulsating medley of Queen standards, led 
by Mr Vass performing a Queen inspired 
rendition of the ‘20th Century Fox Fanfare’, 
followed by our crew’s precise rendition 
of the band’s signature tune ‘Bohemian 
Rhapsody’, before unleashing inspired, 
thumping versions of ‘Another One Bites 
the Dust’ and ‘We will Rock You’, which  
had the crowd primed for a great  
night’s partying. 

Everyone had a wonderful night, with 
students Jerelyn Temple and Kyara 
Reading presenting heartfelt awards to 
their peers and the staff members giving 
the students a run for their money in the 
energetic dancing stakes. The night ended 
as all good rock gigs should – with the 
crowd clamouring for more…and everyone 
wondering what theme our unpredictable, 
crazy crew will dazzle everyone with  
next year. 

Only one way to find out: BE THERE!!! 

Mr. G. Lyras and Mr. N. Vass
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It has been a busy year for the Sport 
Department at Reservoir High, with many 
students participating in a variety of different 
sports. This year students took on many 
roles, apart from playing, including umpiring, 
refereeing scoring and coaching. It has 
been great to see so many students actively 
participating in a range of different activities 
which not only extended their level of skills  
but also encouraged students to take on  
new challenges.

Reservoir High School students have 
represented the school in all intra-school 
carnivals and interschool sports with pride 
and sportsmanship. 

The Reservoir High School Athletics Carnival 
took place on Friday 20th of April at 
Meadowglen International Athletics Stadium, 
Epping. Again it was great to see a mass of 
red, blue and green costumes flooding  
the stadium. A huge thank-you to all staff, 
parents and students who helped out with 
duties throughout the day and congratulations 
to those triumphant competitors.

The final tally results were: 
Red: Plenty 1148pts

Blue: Darebin 840pts

Green: Merri 723pts

Fifty students from Year 7 - 12 represented our 
school at the Darebin District Championships.  
It was another successful day with many 
students placing in their events. It was an 
amazing effort for Reservoir High to make it 
to the Northern Metropolitan Region. Great 
day at NMR Athletics event at Meadowglen 
Athletics Track, where 11 of our students 
competed with great success overall.

Place getters were:

Antionette Aboagye: 1st Shotput,  
1st 100m, 1st Long Jump, 2nd Triple – 
progressing to State Athletics in 3 events!

Chantelle Foreman: 2nd, 400m

Abdul Karim Sobh: 2nd, Shotput

Rhys Reading: 2nd, 400m

Nouri Khalil: 2nd, Shotput

Isaac Wilson: 3rd, Long jump

Well done Reservoir!

The Reservoir High Cross Country Day was 
held on Friday 3rd of June. It was another 
successful event in which many students 
participated. Thank you to all students who 
took part and congratulations to those who 
went through to the next round. 

In the next rounds of Cross-Country students 
represented the school at the NMR Cross 
Country, with five students progressing to the 
next rounds. A great effort by all students. 

Commitment, teamwork and persistence were 
a common theme in our inter-school sports 
teams again this year, when they represented 
the college at any level of competition.

I thank and congratulate all coaches and 
students on their dedication this year. We 
have a high level of success due to their effort 
and commitment to our school, representing 
Reservoir High to the best of their ability.

GO RESERVOIR!!!

Tony Todorovski

“It has been great 
to see so many 
students actively 
participating in a 
range of different 
activities that not 
only extended their 
level of skills but  
also encouraged 
students to take on 
new challenges.”
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Congratulations to the following 
teams which represented the school:
VCE Boys and Girls Outdoor Soccer

VCE Boys and Girls Volleyball

Year 9/10 Boys and Girls Soccer

VCE Boys Tennis

Year 8 Boys and Girls Soccer

Year 9/10 Boys and Girls Tennis

Year 7 Boys and Girls Soccer

Year 9/10 Boys and Girls Volleyball

Year 7 Boys Cricket

Year 7 to 10 Girls Football

Year 8 Boys Cricket

Year 9/10 Boys Football

Year 9/10 Boys Cricket

Year 7 Boys Football

Year 8 Boys Football

Year 7 Girls Netball

Year 9/10 Girls Netball

Year 8 Girls Netball

VCE Boys Badminton

Year 9/10 Boys and Girls Badminton

Year 8 Boys and Girls Badminton

Year 7 Boys and Girls Badminton

Year 7 Boys and Girls Hockey

Year 8 Boys and Girls Hockey

Year 9/10 Boys and Girls Basketball

VCE Boys and Girls Basketball

Year 7 Boys and Girls Basketball

Year 8 Boys and Girls Basketball

Year 7 Boys and Girls Table Tennis

Year 8 Boys and Girls Table Tennis

VCE Boys and Girls Futsal

9/10 Boys and Girls Futsal

Year 7 Boys and Girls Futsal

Year 8 Boys and Girls Futsal

Special congratulations to the 
following teams which represented 
the school in District and Region 
Finals:
Year 7 Boys Volleyball

VCE Boys Futsal

Year 9/10 Boys Futsal

Year 8 Girls Futsal

Swimming: Marcus Chan and Julia De Angelis, 
both finishing 2nd NMR Finals

Year 9/10 Boys Badminton Finished 3rd,  
State Finals
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Reservoir High has a long history  
of significant and substantial 
Outdoor Education programs  
and experiences. 
This year Mr Forbes and Mr Gayfer took 
the Year 10 and 9 classes, while Ms Zahra 
ran the Year 11 program. Many of our 
most popular excursions ran, including 
Horse Riding, Archery Attack, Surfing, 
Rock Climbing and the Overnight Camp 
in Mansfield, while some new activities 
like Ice Skating, Caving, Geocaching and 
Treetop Adventures were added to  
the program. 

The students also enjoyed a variety of fun 
and challenging team–building games 
at school, during practical sessions, like 
Capture the Flag, Jenga and Orienteering.

2019 will include both Year 11 and 12 VCE 
Outdoor and Environmental Studies, which 
we hope will provide further incredible 
adventures, like a Snow Trip and Wilsons 
Prom Expedition. Stay tuned!!

Ms Zahra (OES Coordinator)
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HEALTH & 
PHYSICAL  

EDUCATION 
REPORT

Our curriculum is ENGAGING….
EMPATHY – Respect 
ambassador program –  
Is it kind, fair and safe?
NUTRITION – Latest Nutrition 
Australia website link:  
http://www.tryfor5.org.au/
GROWTH MINDSET -  
Providing feedback and 
encouraginwg persistence
ACTIVITIES – Check out the 
many pictures of our students in 
action
GOAL SETTING – Helps to  
foster ‘growth mindset’ and  
high achievement
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
–Integrated curriculum –  
new virtual baby
NURSE MICHELLE – Building  
strong connections and support  
with students
GRATITUDE – Very important  
for happiness and fostered in  
our programs

Special thanks to all Health, PE & OES staff 
for your wonderful contributions to all classes 
& activities throughout the year!!! Your time 
and effort put into organising excursions and 
updating curriculum and assessment tasks 
ensures that our students get the best possible 
learning outcomes. Your tireless work never 
goes unnoticed and we are a great team. 

This year we welcomed new staff members, 
Mr Gayfer and Ms Rogneda into the faculty 
and they have both made very positive 
contributions to our team. Always supporting 
all members of staff, taking a genuine interest 
in the students and bringing new ideas to 
continue to enhance our curriculum and 
programs. Such great role models and we are 
very lucky to have them on board at Reservoir 
High!!!! We also had some happy family news, 
with Ms Zahra and her lovely wife Lauren 
welcoming little ‘Sol’ into the world.

We welcomed our NEW school Nurse, Michelle 
Riali who has been invaluable to our faculty. 
She has been working closely with staff 
to consistently provide up to date health 
knowledge and engaging, relevant materials 
for our students, by regularly visiting our 
Health and PE classes. This has helped us to 
continue to promote pertinent and ongoing 
support to our students throughout the year.

Many programs were in full swing again and 
this is a credit to our amazing staff. These 
included: VCE programs in PE, HHD (new 
student day out excursion) & Outdoor and 
Environmental studies, Self-defence (Year 
9), Swimming & Group Fitness (Year 7/8), PIT 
Gymnastics (Year 7/8), Striking Games, Team 
sports, Non- Traditional sports, Excursions, 
Health plays & Electives, Peer Support 
Transition & Leadership Training (Year 10 & 
7), Lunchtime Activities / Inter–school Sports 
Training; Fitness Testing, Biomechanical 
Laboratory Visits during Ms Rogneda’s PE 
classes and a new ‘Virtual Baby’ was added 
to our enhanced Child Studies elective, among 
other very engaging activities.

Ms Farrugia and Mr Forbes have taken a 
leading role in tirelessly preparing a new 
curriculum for the updated HHD & PE study 
designs at Year 11/12 to ensure that the best 
learning outcomes are always achieved by our 
VCE H&HD classes.
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Pierre de Coubertin award recipient for 2018  
– Ada Ramos-Morris

Named after the founder of the Modern 
Olympic Games, the Pierre de Coubertin 
Award recognises students who demonstrate 
academic excellence and sporting prowess, 
whilst exemplifying the Olympic values. Each 
award recipient must participate in sport and 
display the Olympic values, in particular, good 
sportsmanship and leadership.

On Friday 22nd June, the Pierre de Coubertin 
recipients were invited to participate in an 
Olympic Academy at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground, followed by an Awards Ceremony, 
which gave a unique opportunity for recipients 
to connect with Olympians and learn about 
the Olympic Movement.

Essay Question:

“Which Olympic Athlete has been a role 
model to you and how?”

Hidilyn Diaz is a Filipino Olympic athlete 
who has been a role model to me for most 
of my life. When Diaz competes she is 
always calm, composed and very humble. 
During her first Olympics, Diaz was the 
youngest competitor in her category but 
she did not let it affect her or push her 
down, she never let’s the score get to her 
head and always just tries her best. Diaz 
always  puts her belief in herself. God and 
in her abilities, she is not afraid to push 
herself to the limit and to see how far she 
can go. She is a role model to me for all 
these reasons and these are qualities that 
I admire. 

I look up to Hidilyn Diaz as, despite her  
upbringing, she never let it get in the way 
of her dreams. If anything the poverty that 
she (and many people, unfortunately, face 
in the Philippines on a day to day basis) 
faced was one of her greatest motivations 
to do what she loved most; weightlifting. 

Hidilyn Diaz is a role model to me as she 
quite literally started from the bottom and 
used home made barbells and equipment 
to personally train herself to become 
better and build herself up.

Diaz knew where she wanted to get and 
how she could get there and so she did 
exactly that. She put all her hard work, 
effort and her heart into trying to achieve 
her dreams. This is why she is a role  
model to me. She never gives up and she 
always keeps trying. Hidilyn Diaz makes 
me even more proud to be a Filipina and 
of Filipino descent.  

Adalaida (Ada) Ramos-Morris 2018
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At the end of 2017, we farewelled Ms 
Giovanna Hill and Ms Lili Lazarevic and 
in 2018 the English KLA team welcomed 
four new members of staff this year: Ms 
Daniela Cafasso, Ms Libby Warren and Ms 
Penny Keaughran. We also welcomed Mr 
Lev Szilagyi while Ms Popovska is on leave. 

Many of us have been lucky to work with 
our fabulous literacy consultant and coach, 
Maryanne Pearce. I’d like to thank her for 
everything she has been doing to help 
Reservoir High improve, not just in English, 
but across the school.

The Reservoir High English KLA members 
and students have been involved in a 
variety of events and projects during the 
year including: Grade 5 Day, Showcase 
Evening, Stepping Stones, Debating,  ACMI 
excursions, theatre incursions, Uni Bridges 
and Literacy Week. 

A special thank–you to Ms Selemidis who 
organised a highly successful Literacy 
Week program which included a visit from 
a slam poet, poetry writing activities and 
various fun competitions. Ms Warren, 
Ms Scott and Mr Ripoli all contributed 
towards the week too. Ms Anastasiou, Ms 
Popovska and Ms Warren  should also be 
congratulated 

I wish to thank everyone who has worked 
in the English KLA team this year: Ms 
Anastasiou, Ms Cafasso, Mr Cattapan, 
Ms Keaughran, Mr Lyras, Ms Popovska, 
Mr Ripoli, Ms Selemidis, Mr Sinderberry, 
Mr Szilagyi and Ms Warren. Well done 
everyone! Reservoir High students are 
lucky to have such a dedicated and hard-
working team.

Mrs Rigoni

ENGLISH  

REPORT
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2018 has been a very busy one for our  
Uni Bridges Program.  Students from 
Years 11 and 12 have attended a variety of 
outreach activities at La Trobe University. 
Year 11 students have digital portfolios, 
using padlet, into which they save and 
reflect upon all of their Uni Bridges 
outreach work across their English, Maths 
and Science subjects. 

Congratulations to our final 9 ‘capstone’ 
applicants, who delivered impressive 
presentations to the panel. Uni Bridges 
provides wonderful opportunities for 
our students and is part of our ever 
strengthening relationship with La Trobe 
University. Well done to everyone who 
has embraced and participated in this 
program. Many thanks to those who  
have supported me in my role as Uni 
Bridges co-ordinator.

Liz Rigoni 
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It has been another busy and productive 
year in Careers this year. Some of the 
activities we organised for our students 
to develop an understanding of the 
relationship between education  
and training and future work and 
pathways include:

Yr. 7 – 12: MIPs Online

Yr. 8: Future Focus day

Yr. 9: Stepping Stones day

Yr. 9 – 11: Course Counselling

Yr. 9 and 10: Careers in Rail Day

Yr. 9 and 10: Taster days

Yr. 10: Step Up night

Yr. 10: Work Experience 

Yr. 10 and 12: Parent Information evenings

Yr. 11: Options Day at La Trobe University

Yr. 12: TIS

Yr. 12: Tracking

Yr. 12: VTAC counselling

Yr. 12: Change of Preference counselling

It is always a pleasure working with 
students to plan and prepare for their 
future, be it traineeships, apprenticeships, 
TAFE, University or the world of work. In 
Careers we want to see every student 
succeed in all aspects of their life, including 
choosing the right career path. 

We wish our current Yr. 12 students all 
the very best in their future careers and 
pathways at this very exciting time in  
their lives.

Peter Devine, Maria Gasbarro and  
Elaine Guerra.

“Find out what you like doing and 
get someone to pay you for doing it.” 

2018 YEARBOOK
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VET & School Based Traineeships 
Another successful year in Vocational 
Education and Training saw Reservoir High 
students venture to external Registered 
Training Organisations, to do courses 
such as carpentry, electro-technology, 
automotive studies, retail cosmetics, 
hairdressing, plumbing, engineering, 
dance, integrated technology & early 
education and childcare. 

We also had a number choosing to 
complete School Based Traineeships 
which combined paid work with theory. 
All students were successful in attaining 
their qualifications. Their success will 
greatly assist them later when seeking 
employment. At Reservoir High we also 
had two classes of Sport & Recreation  
and a class of Furniture Pathways.  
VET courses are an excellent way to 
actually experience the world of work,  
gain invaluable experience in an area  
of interest and further develop 
employability skills. 

2019 looks like being a bumper year for 
students tackling a VET course and this is 
fantastic news! 
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Another year has come to a close and, with 
that, another cohort of students leaves us 
to find their place in the ‘big scary world’ 
away from Reservoir High School. The 
Senior School group of 2018 has been a 
great group of young adults to work with 
and they have some fantastic aspirations 
regarding where they see themselves.

The year started off with the welcoming 
back of three members of the class of 2017, 
who were presented with a Dr Livesey 
Scholarship. This year the scholarship 
recipients were Tien Bui, Tim Mandilas 
and Katerina Nikolovska. All three of these 
students have either gone on to University 
or TAFE courses and shared their stories of 
what Year 12 was like for them and what 
adventures they were undertaking in their 
further studies.

The Senior School students showed their 
support for the anti-bullying message by 
signing their support on the banner that 
said we say “No!” to bullying. They also 
showed their support for each another 
during “R U OK?” Day. Sharing the message 
that school is more than just what is taught 
in the classroom is important in creating 
well rounded students.

The Fair Go Sports Athletics Carnival was 
well represented by the Senior School 
students again this year. There were 
some fantastic results from our students 
and some awesome cheering on by the 
crowd. It is always a great day away 
from the school, where students can let 
their sporting abilities shine. Of course 
throughout the year there have been many 
examples of students letting their sporting 
abilities shine, as they represent the school. 
We have had many students and teams 
make it to state finals stages, so well done 
to all who gave it a go in the sporting arena 
this year.

The Year 12 students were able to have 
a taste of University life at the Tertiary 
Information Session event at La Trobe 
University. They were able to get first-
hand information about their VTAC 
process and ask University and TAFE 
institutions questions about the courses 
they offer, to better help guide them to 
their course preferences. The Year 11 
students also spent time at La Trobe this 
year, during our annual Options Day. The 
students were able to hear from University 
lecturers, Deans and current students 
about university life. They also were able 
to complete two hands-on sessions which 
gave them a real taste of University classes.

Our VCAL students have had a busy year, 
both in and out of the classroom. The 
weekly external TAFE courses have been 
well undertaken and the students have 
been able to acquire skills they normally 
would not at a secondary school. The 
external work placements have also been 
well received and the students have been 
outstanding representatives of the school. 
Two special mentions to Brody Cowie-
Cocker and Semir Imam who have spent 
the year at Waratah Special Development 
School. These boys have been working 
with the senior classes and have done a 
fantastic job. Both boys have been invited 
back next year if they wish to further 
extend their skills in this area.

Overall, 2018 has been another successful 
year in the Senior School, both in and out 
of the classroom. We wish the graduating 
class of 2018 all the best for their future 
adventures and know that the current year 
11s will step up and fill the gap they have 
left next year.

Lorraine Cross, Nina Rossini and 
Ken Sinderberry 
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YEAR 11 2018

11A 11C

11B 11E

2018 YEARBOOK

8685



2018 YEARBOOK

11V

RESERVOIR HIGH SCHOOL

As part of their VCAL course,  
Year 12 students undertook some fund-
raising activities. 

The beneficiaries were: the Salvation 
Army, the Royal Children’s Hospital, the 
RSPCA and Freeze MND. On September 
14th we held an out of uniform day 
– beanies, footy scarves etc... For a 
donation. Here is some of the lunchtime 
hilarity at Reservoir High! 

88VCAL 
FUNDRAISER
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The VCAL class this year ran once again 
as a combined class for the four core 
subject areas. The students collaborated 
well with one another and were especially 
engaged during the projects undertaken 
this year. They attended an excursion to 
the head office of the Salvation Army 
where they participated in discussions 
and a tour around the city based on the 
problems related to homelessness in 
Melbourne. They then created short films 
called Hidden Others based on Youth 
Homelessness. The class undertook several 
successful community projects, raising 
funds to provide goods for the Red Cross 
and the RSPCA.

VCAL is about learning the importance of 
collaborative work in order to succeed in 
creating work together. A specific example 
of this is the process that they went 
through in creating the VCAL mural which 
highlights all the pathways that one can 
undertake if they do VCAL. They were very 
proud of their achievement. Many students 
were involved in sports events, mentoring 
and coaching primary and secondary 
students, umpiring football matches 
and taking pride in their achievements. 
Overall the VCAL students obtained 
excellent results in their work placements 
on Wednesdays and have conducted 
themselves with pride as ambassadors of 
our school. 

Nina Rossini – VCAL Coordinator

11/12 VCAL 
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YEAR 12

2018
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YEAR 12  
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Biology
Science in VCE is a vast and intriguing subject, 
but for me Biology is a very unique and 
interesting part of science. There is always 
something new to learn about our bodies, 
animals and everything around us in Biology. 
Every time I stepped into my Biology classes, I 
became more fervent and drawn to learning 
about how life works at a cellular level. We 
were always provided with new opportunities 
and resources to improve our aptitude in 
the subject. For example, our classes were 
taken to La Trobe University to experiment 
with vinegar flies and to study Heredity and 
Patterns of Inheritance. This was a concept 
that was very perplexing on paper, but 
our teachers took the time to organise an 
experiment at La Trobe so that the students 
could visualise and better understand the 
concepts of heredity.

This subject was my favourite this year not 
only because I loved going to class and my 
classmates were awesome, but I felt inspired 
and motivated to keep going. This class had 
a huge impact on me because I was very 
confused about what to study after my high 
school years. Studying biology I realised I want 
to persevere and work for the betterment of 
our body and help such a beautiful cellular 
world work seamlessly. Biology has helped me 
identify that I would like to be a doctor and 
study the human body. Biology helps us form 
a better understanding about how we function 
and how every part of nature fits like a puzzle. 
I loved and enjoyed studying Biology this year 
and look forward to continuing on with my 
Year 12 Biology.

Rithu Arun

Hands on Science

Hands on Science was one of the electives 
for ear 8s. I thought that hands-on science 
was both fun and educational, and I’m sure 
many students can agree too. On the first 
day of Hands on Science we made bridges 
out of a number of straws to see how much 
weight they could hold. We also did forensics 
and made fake blood, finger and footprints 
and we investigated the school for clues in a 
crime scene. We made a habitat for small stick 
insects to see how much they would grow in a 
period of time, then we would measure them 
to see how big they got. In Term 2, we started 
Robotics and we all tried to make robots 
using the sets that the school provided. It was 
very challenging to make but many students 
successfully made the robots. We also got a 
chance to program and play with Sphero (a 
robot) and made a course for it to go around 
using a lot of programming skills. Overall I 
really enjoyed Hands on Science.

Jessie M – Year 8

RMIT Deadly Day of Science 

The Deadly Day of Science was a great 
opportunity for Aboriginal students from 
years 7-9 to have an insight into what is not 
only available, but what is also achievable. 
RMIT not only showed us the courses and 
opportunities available, they also reminded us 
that we can achieve success in whatever our 
dreams of the future are.  

The experience and courses shown to us were 
very hands on and inclusive to everyone. Most 
groups were small, which meant everyone 
felt comfortable and engaged in the activities 
presented. By the end of the day, we all felt a 
little more fulfilled with ideas and the future 
ahead of us. 

To conclude, the experience was an amazing 
day that I would personally recommend to any 
and all Indigenous Students interested in the 
Science, Medical and Environmental aspects 
of study.

Eboney Jackson – Year 9

Physics 

Nature, light and matter. Physics is the science 
of why things do stuff and that is why it is so 
cool. Units 1 and 2 of Physics covered a variety 
of intriguing and fascinating topics which 
ranged from thermodynamics, radioactivity, 
electricity, all the way to kinematics. The 
course follows a mix of more structured lesson 
formats to open questions and discussion 
about the topics. A number of practical tasks 
are also conducted, to give a more tangible 
insight into the inner workings of the world 
around us. The curriculum for the first unit 
of Physics largely focuses on heat, light, 
radioactivity and subatomic particles. For 
the second unit, a turn into the mathematical 
and electrical side was taken, as kinematics, 
motion, energy and electricity were the main 
topics focused on for the end of semester 
exam. During this semester, as the curriculum 
was quite short, we were able to select, as a 
class, an extension topic. The extension topic 
that we selected was rectification, or more 
specifically, the conversion of AC energy to 
DC energy and we selected this because of 
how we believed that it would aid us in Units 3 
and 4 of Physics. All in all, physics is a subject 
which can help your understanding of the 
fundamental intricacies around us, whilst 
proving to be fun along the way.

Brian James, Zech Hart, Liam Edmonds – 
Year 11

SCIENCE
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It was a great pleasure 
to once again welcome 
Dr Steven Livesey and 
Dr Kathy Traianedes 
who presented their 
annual and very special 
scholarship to three 
students who excelled in 
their 2017 academic year. 
Dr Livesey was a past 
student of Reservoir High 
and is a leading research 
scientist with a world-
wide reputation.

Tien Bui, Tim Mandilas and Katerina 
Nikolovska received scholarships  which 
will enable them to purchase books and 
have support, as they progress through 
their academic studies at University and 
TAFE. It is always a delight to hear from 
our students about their journeys since 
leaving Reservoir High and we are always 
very proud to hear of their successes. 
We are very grateful to Steven and Kathy 
for their substantial scholarship which 
generously supports our students.
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This year students of Italian have had 
many opportunities to participate in many 
activities, both in the classroom and 
outside of it. Role plays, presentations, 
incursions, excursions and cooking classes 
were some of the highlights.

The Year 7 students were treated to an 
introduction to Italian theatre, with a 
comical incursion in our new PAC.  
This included slap-stick comedy and 
audience participation, whilst hearing the 
spoken language.

Year 8 students were also treated to 
a theatrical incursion based on the 
Commedia dell’Arte with characters 
including Arlecchino, Colombina and 
Pantalone. This production helped the 
students to understand the place of 
Carnevale in Italian tradition. 

Year 8 students also went on an Italian 
excursion to Lygon St, the home of pizza 
and pasta in Melbourne. We started the 
day visiting Museo Italiano and concluded 
by treating ourselves to pizza e gelato at a 
local Italian ristorante. 

To follow our Food unit, Year 8 students 
were given a demonstration of how to 
make sugo and pasta di casa and then 
make (and eat!) their own pasta creations. 

Well done to all of our Italian students this 
year. Leaning another language can be 
challenging and difficult but we were  
able to do it with a sprinkling of fun along 
the way. 

Signor Sirianni, Signora Gasbarro and  
Signorina Rossini

ITALIANO

REPORT

“The Creator made 
Italy from designs by 
Michelangelo.”  
– Mark Twain

Italian blood cells

Human blood cells
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Our Select Entry Accelerated Learning 
students have enjoyed another year 
of personal and intellectual growth at 
Reservoir High School in 2018.

At all levels, students engaged 
meaningfully in the curriculum. It was 
most heartening to meet the Year 7 
students for the first time and witness 
the energy and enthusiasm they would 
bring. The Year 8 cohort have grown so 
much since orientation camp last year. 
The more experienced and resilient Year 
9 class, are considering their VCE options 
and our matured Year 10 group are 
barely distinguishable from their Senior 
counterparts. It was most satisfying 
to witness what becomes of those in a 
learning environment which is a  
SEAL class. 

Excursions, incursions, activities and 
special projects allowed SEAL students to 
share and grow in dynamic and interesting 
ways, including:

The Australian Maths Competition 
Congratulations to the 36 students who 
received a credit, the 10 students who 
received distinctions and a special 
congratulations to Libby Chu, Liam Ingle 
and Nathan Le for achieving results in the 
top 1% of the state, awarding each of them 
a high distinction.

Debating Association of Victoria’s Junior 
School Debating program  
Congratulations to all involved, Reservoir  
High had many successful results 
throughout the year.

Enhanced Science Program hosted by  
La Trobe University 

The Australian History Competition 
Congratulations to all who participated, 
especially those who won awards.

Melbourne University Kwong Lee Dow 
Young Scholars Program  
Offers high-achieving students the 
opportunity to engage with the University 
through a program of events and 
activities. Congratulations to Anna Huynh 
for being awarded this scholarship.

It has been an honour and a privilege 
to be involved in the education of these 
amazing students. Many thanks to all 
involved for their commitment in helping 
our young people to achieve academic 
excellence and a huge congratulations to 
all of the students in SEAL who continue to 
create a learning environment of which we 
are all so proud. 

We will continue to foster the gifts and 
talents of our SEAL students in 2019 
by offering a range of programs and 
initiatives designed to cater for their 
specific needs, forever seeking new ways 
to enhance an already valuable program.

Marc Demaria

“A person who never made a mistake 
is a person who never tried anything 
new.” – Albert Einstein
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