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RESERVOIR HIGH SCHOOL WELCOMES FEDERAL 

MEMBER

A big thank you to Federal member for Cooper*, 

our local member, Ged Kearney for coming into the 

school this month. Ged came on a tour of the school 

and was impressed by the approach to learning in all 

the classrooms, the focus on explicit teaching and  

particularly to the strong message of respect and 

diversity demonstrated throughout the school. 

Ged also presented the Student of the month awards 

to students from the Junior School, and a number of 

Leadership and Citizenship Awards to Middle School 

students. 

*You may be aware that our local electorate has 

recently gone through a name change. Previously 

known as Batman, the name change reflects a 

change to recognsise the work of William Cooper, 

a Yorta Yorta man who campaigned and worked 

tirelessly in the 1930’s for Australia’s First Nations 

peoples. 

AUSTRALIAN SCOUTING MEDALLION

As recognised by Ged Kearney, I would like to 

congratulate Tyler Bowman of Year 9 for recently 

being presented with his Australian Scouting 

Medallion (ASM) Well done to Tyler, this rewards 

much hard work and dedication to scouting and to 

community work.
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Term 1- Getting Involved
As we approach the end of term, it is appropriate 

reflect on the achievements, learnings and activities 

that have taken place here at Reservoir High in the 

past three months. I am in awe of the dedication and 

commitment of the staff of the school to not only 

ensuring that our approach of explicit teaching with 

clear learning goals and success criteria is presented 

in every class, but also of the time and effort put in to 

provide a full, varied and challenging extra curricula 

program. The list is long of the opportunities provided 

to students, so thanks to the wonderful staff of the 

school for their programs, but also the students for 

getting involved and to all families for supporting 

your child to achieve at their very best in a wide 

range of endeavours.

Well done to the staff and students involved in the 

following activities- the Outdoor Ed Camp to Wilson’s 

Prom, Advance Camp to Barjarg,  the Year 9 Tall ships 

excursion, Grade 5 Day concert and Student leaders, 

the Women’s Talk Health Leadership Day, the Studio 

Art Excursion, Year 8 Zoo excursion, District and 

Regional Swimming Carnivals, the weekly Advance 

Bike Ride, the VCAL Melbourne Food Hub Work 

days, The Talk-about Program, VET Sport students 

running primary school athletics carnivals, our own 

Fair Go Sports Carnival, the Year 8 Italian excursion for 

Carnivale, the Year 7 and 8 Health plays, Melbourne 

Museum excursion, Volleyball for all year levels, 

Production rehearsals and Wakakirri training, Junior 

and Senior Debating, Year 10 Surfing excursion, the 

‘Your voice’ FHS Conference, Year 7 Baseball and the 

E-Sports Interschool completion. All these events 

have just been for the month of March!

It has been a busy term, so please to all staff and 

students, take the time for a well-deserved break 

over the holidays and come back in April refreshed 

for another big term at Reservoir High. 

Outdoor Ed Camp to Wilson’s Prom

 Advance Camp to Barjarg

Students Debating

Grade 5 Day 

Year 9 Tall Ships Excursion
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Sustain 
Australia- 
Reservoir 
Supports 
Organic
Reservoir High School's partnership with 

#MelbourneFoodHub now sees the 

School Canteen source products from the 

Melbourne Food Hub, a local group from 

Sustain Australia. Sustain Australia works for 

the transition to a healthy, sustainable and fair 

food system to benefit all Australians. Well 

done to Adam and his team in the canteen for 

sourcing organic, safe and local produce for 

our students. 

Reservoir 
Reflects
The recent tragic events in Christchurch have 

highlighted both the worst and the best of humanity. 

The Christchurch shootings were a tragic and terrible 

event in which 50 innocent people were murdered. 

As Principal of Reservoir High School, I thought long 

and hard about an appropriate response, given our 

diversity and the success of our diversity as a school 

community, to how we acknowledge those terrible 

events. However, our course of action was decided 

by a group of students who approached me to 

conduct a ceremony, with our own minutes silence to 

remember those innocent victims.

As a school community, we conducted our ceremony 

and minutes silence on Friday 22 March to coincide 

with New Zealand’s National two minutes silence. 

Here is an extract from the presentations made by 

our students-

"Yesterday was the International Day for the elimination 
of racial discrimination around the world, and in 
Australia it was Harmony Day. Harmony day is a key 
day on the Australian calendar as a celebration of 
the diversity in Australian society for all Australians. 
Currently, almost 50% of all Australians were either 
born overseas or have a parent that was born 
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overseas. We are a young nation that has been built on 
migration. The migration of people from all countries, 
cultures, and language groups from the globe to this 
lucky country.

Our society, our country and our way of life has been 
enriched and strengthened by generations of migration 
and of its proud multicultural community.

However, today in New Zealand, our closest 
neighbours with who we share our multicultural history 
and national ideals of acceptance, openness, tolerance 
and mateship, today…… they grieve. They grieve and 
they will pause with a national two minutes silence 
to remember the victims of the Christchurch Mosque 
shootings.

We hear their grief.

We see their grief.

And we feel their grief.

Today as a school, we will stand with our brothers 
and sisters in New Zealand, we will stand together 
in humanity and pause in silence to reflect on and 
remember those who were cruelly taken away.

“We hear their grief.
We see their grief.

And we feel their grief.”

And as we pause for a minutes silence, we know 
that those who seek to divide us through hatred, or 
stereotyping  will not do so, they will not divide us and 
all that we hold dear- the respect for our diversity and 
the ideals of being safe, of being kind and of being fair 
for all of humanity, regardless of where you were born, 
the food you eat, the god you pray to, who you love, 
how you dress or the language you speak."

"Today we paused and reflected in order to send a 
message to say that we stand together to support 
diversity. We also paused to send a message to every 
student of the school, and their families, especially 
our Muslim students and families, that your cultures 

enrich us and make Australia a better place and that 
we stand with you, to provide a safe place for you to 
practice your religion and way of life."

I would like to thank the students who both 

organised and presented at the  ceremony and 

thank them for their courage and words. Thank you 

to Rohin Chopra, Weam Tahar and Mounir Khalil.

As Principal, I was proud of the respect shown by 

this amazing school community.

Andrew McNeil
Principal

Reservoir High School

Mounir Khalil

 Rohin Chopra

Weam Tahar 
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TERM 1 REPORTS

Term 1 Interim reports have made available through 

Compass and we encourage all parents and carers 

to read the report with your child. Term 1 Interim 

reports have made available through Compass and 

we encourage all parents and carers to read the 

report with your child. We look forward to seeing 

many of you attend the Parent Teacher Interviews 

on Wednesday 3rd April.  If you are experiencing 

difficulties accessing your child’s report, please 

contact Mrs Tammy Baines on 9466 0900, otherwise 

students can log in to their compass portal and bring 

up the report themselves.

“Parent Teacher 
Interviews on Wednesday 

3rd April.”

JUNIOR INTERSCHOOL SPORT 

Many Junior teams have recently represented 

Reservoir High School in interschool sporting 

competitions throughout Term 1, including teams in 

tennis, baseball, softball and volleyball. All students 

represented the school in excellent spirit and 

demonstrated terrific fair play and respect throughout 

all games. 

Congratulations to all students and all teams who 

have participated in Sport in Term 1 and many thanks 

to all staff who have coached, assisted and supported 

all teams. 

YEAR 8 ZOO EXCURSION

Our Year 8 cohort visited Melbourne Zoo to consider 

why some animals have become endangered and 

what the threats are to their survival. Each class 

visited a special education classroom where zoo staff 

engaged students by giving them a mystery bag with 

clues to identify one of the endangered species. The 

students had a great day out and feedback about the 

excursion was very positive. 

Thanks to all staff who attended. 

YEAR 7 PEER SUPPORT

All Year 7’s have participated in our Peer Support 

Program during Health classes in Term 1. The 

students have been very fortunate to have a 

committed group of Year 10 Peer Support Leaders 

assist them with positive transition experiences 

and relationship building activities with each other. 

The Year 7’s really enjoyed the opportunity to be 

mentored by our Yr 10’s and the Junior school would 

like to thank all of these Yr 10 Peer Support Leaders 

for their fantastic efforts and leadership to our Year 7 

students. 
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Student of the Month - March
Many thanks to all staff who provided nominations for 

our Yr 7 & 8 Student of the Month for March. 

All nominated students will receive a letter home 

congratulating them on their great month and 

successful recipients will also receive their certificate 

at an upcoming assembly. 

7A – Samantha Huynh & Jiahao Liang

7B- Dion Ellinidis & Jorja Stocco

7C – David Coppola & Isabel Luchetta

7D – Vittoria Crosta & Eddie Lu

7E – Sean Rai & Lochy Veenings-Powell

8A – Ahmed Makhlouf & Saja Sobh

8B – Shemona Alhadad & Angeline Tunay

8C – Amos Dsouza & Zac Sheils-Taleb

8D – Dina Margi & Leonardo Pham

8E – Jayden Duong, Hayley Lacey & Aidan Grigoletto

8F – Torey Crosta & Selinay Koc

If you have any questions or would like to discuss 

your child’s progress please feel free to contact us at 

any time on 9466 0900.

Kind regards
Junior School Team

Mr Darryl Forbes – Junior School Leader
Mr David Gayfer – Year 7 Coordinator

Mr Greg Irvin – Year 8 Coordinator
Ms Tammy Baines – Office Manager
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Year 9’s: Have had a busy couple of weeks with 

Camps / Excursions a plenty.

Last Friday March 29 the Year 9’s were lucky enough 

to attend the Tall Ships excursion down at the 

Docklands. Students experienced what it was like to 

sail on a replica ship that first landed in Melbourne 

upon its discovery.

Our Advance students were away on camp and by all 

accounts a terrific time was had by all.

Year 10’s: In week 8 all Year 10’s had their MIPS 

interviews as preliminary planning begins on choices 

and pathways for 2020 and beyond.

Our Parent / Teacher interviews take place on 

Wednesday April 3rd from 12.30 – 8.10 pm parent / 

guardians can make bookings online through our 

Compass portal. Please take up this opportunity to 

discuss your child’s progress with their teachers.

As this is the final week of Term 1 on behalf of the 

Middle School we would like to wish all our families 

are happy and safe holiday break.

“Reminder Term 2 begins 
on Tuesday April 23rd.” 

Kind Regards
Middle School Team 

Nick Vass – Middle School Leader
Elaine Guerra – Year 9 Coordinator

           Tammy Di Marco - Sub School Office Manager
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 Last week the Year 9 Advance students had 

their 5 day camp which was based at Barjarg, 

near Mansfield in North East Victoria. With warm 

weather all week, we were able to complete all 

the activities successfully.  Students did a range of 

initiative activities both at the camp site and at Lake 

Nillahcootie; they rode bikes or bushwalked in the 

Strathbogie Ranges and were able to experience 

the joys of camping in tents and preparing their own 

meals.

By completing the bushwalk/bike ride and camping, 

the students have now satisfied the practice 

component of the Duke of Edinburgh's Award 

Adventurous journey.  The students are currently 

writing reports on their experiences and will also be 

involved in a video project planning task.

Every one of the students who attended has 

developed their personal skills and I also believe 

really enjoyed the camp - as did the staff.  It is very 

satisfying to work with such a cooperative and 

pleasant group of students.

Tony Marcus
Advance Camp Coordinator 

Advance Camp to Barjarg
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Dear Parents/Guardians,

A very busy time, with Term 1 coming to a close. 

There has been a lot happening in the Senior School. 

The Year 11 students have settled well into life in the 

Senior School. Understanding what an outcome is 

and how to meet it well and how to tackle SACs. The 

Year 12 students have continued on their way and the 

scary fact is they are already a third way through the 

year. 

“At the end of next week 
we will have our annual 
Dr Livesey Scholarship 

Assembly.”  

The whole school enjoyed a day in the sun on March 

15 at Fair Go Sports Athletics. Many of our Senior 

School students competed and did themselves and 

their houses proud by their achievements. The Senior 

School students really got into the spirit of the day 

which was great to see. 

The VCE Outdoor Education Wilson Prom camp has 

been going really well from all accounts. The staff 

and students are having a great time and looking at 

the local area and completing field work. Well done 

to Ms Rogneda for organising it and to Mr Devine and 

Ms Au for accompanying the students for the last 

three days. 

At the end of next week we will have our annual Dr 

Livesey Scholarship Assembly. It will be great to 

acknowledge the hard work of three 2018 Year 12 

students who have gone onto tertiary studies in their 

chosen field. I will look forward to providing more 

information and photos in the next newsletter.

As we approach the term break, it is  important the 

students take some time to recharge their batteries. 

It has been a busy and stressful time so students 

should take stock of what progress they have made 

and set their goals for Term 2. Term 2 will involve 

exam assessment for both Year 11 and 12 students 

so it is really important to come back with a strong 

mindset and be ready to continue the strong learning 

that is taking place. 

If at any time you wish to get in touch with any of the 

Senior School team, please don’t hesitate to contact 

us via phone or email.

Yours sincerely,
Senior School Team

Lorraine Cross – Senior School Office Manager
Nina Rossini – Year 11 Coordinator

                               Ken Sinderberry - Year 12 Coordinator
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The Year 11 VCAL students have been attending the 

Melbourne Food Hub in Alphington for a day every 2 

weeks building garden planters, creating paths and 

preparing the soil for the planting of a community 

garden. This project has been a part of their project 

based work for VCAL and most of the students have 

done an excellent job working independently and 

industriously.

Nina Rossini
Year 11/VCAL Coordinator 

VCAL and The Melbourne-
FOOD HUB PROJECT
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 Debating 2019

In the past few months, a group of select Year 11 

and 12 students had the honour to take part in 

the Northcote Lions Debating Competition. The 

competition consisted of two rounds and the 

involvement of four local schools: Reservoir High, 

Santa Maria College, Northcote High and Thornbury 

High School. Prizes were also on offer, with the first 

place prize being $1500 to the winning school. 

The topic for the first debate was, ‘That companies 

and government agencies should be required 

to prove that they are paying men and women 

equally’. The debate was hosted at our school and 

we competed against Santa Maria, arguing that pay 

transparency is greatly needed in today’s society 

and Reservoir won! After earning a spot in the grand 

final, our team spent every lunchtime for the next two 

weeks working on speeches. 

On Wednesday 6th of March, Reservoir High 

competed against Northcote High School in the 

grand final. The topic was, ‘That social media is 

dangerous for civil society.’ Reservoir fought hard 

arguing that whilst there were dangers, social media 

also provided many benefits for civil society. After 

a long, stressful debate, we unfortunately lost to 

Northcote High. Regardless of the results, we are 

grateful to have participated in the competition 

and our team still managed to win $1000 for the 

school. Thanks to Edmond La, Sunni Li and Deana 

Sikovska of Year 11 and Bailey Gronn in Year 12 for 

participating in the debates. We would also like to 

thank the Northcote Lions Club for providing us with 

a professional debating opportunity for our students 

and Ms Popovska, Ms Volpe and Ms Anastasiou for 

attending the debates. 

“After earning a spot in 
the grand final, our team 
spent every lunchtime 
for the next two weeks 
working on speeches.” 

Our younger debaters have also been working hard, 

participating in the DAV and on the 18th of March, 

each of our teams managed to win the first round! 

We wish them the best of luck for their next four 

rounds. 

Written by: Deana Sikovska (Year 11) and Mia Beki (Year 9)
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On Thursday 14th March, the Yr. 8 Italian Language 

students and the Yr. 9 Drama students were treated 

to an incursion by a live theatre group, Make A Scene, 

who performed for us a show entitled Venice In Love.

The performance highlighted the work being 

completed in Italian classes on Carnevale, and 

brought to life some of the Commedia Dell’Arte 

characters such as Arlecchino and Pantalone.  For 

the Yr. 9 Drama class, it was an opportunity to watch 

a live performance of a unique and stylised theatre 

born in Venice around the 16th century. 

“Students were treated 
to an incursion by a live 
theatre group, Make A 
Scene, who performed 
for us a show entitled 
Venice In Love.”

The show was funny, informative and interactive 

and put a modern twist on the traditional world of 

masked comedy. Students were able to learn more 

about satire, parody and improvisation. Students 

also interacted with the performers and heard many 

Italian words and phrases to complement their 

language learning.

 The general feedback was: “It was fantastico!”

Signora Gasbarro
Careers and Vocational Education Coordinator

Italian Teacher

“MAKE A SCENE”
Theatre Arts Education
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 ‘The Flip Side’

The Brainstorm Productions performance of The 

Flipside explored the complex issues surrounding 

cyber bullying and online ethics, presented in an 

engaging and relevant way to the experiences of 

students.

The performance, designed to stimulate 

discussion about cyber bullying, Internet safety, 

digital citizenship, values, and responsible use of 

technology, helps students develop an 'ethical 

roadmap' for navigating the digital world in a safe and 

positive way.

“The Brainstorm 
Productions performance 
of The Flipside explored 
the complex issues 
surrounding cyber 
bullying and online 
ethics,”

The performance and follow up activities will 

complement our school ‘Respectful Relationships’ 

program during health classes and follows our school 

mantra of being ‘Kind, Fair and Safe!’

7A STUDENT FEEDBACK FROM THE PLAY…

Arielle 7A … I really thought that the play was a clear 
insight of what can be happening around you and it 
shows awareness of how one small problem can ripple 
out to really destroy someone’s reputation or hurt their 
feelings. The important message is to be careful with 
what you put out into the internet and think of all the 
ways it could affect you or others. 

Magda 7A …. ‘I think that this play was amazing!! 
The acting was like watching a movie, it was really 
good and showed us that we have to be careful with 
the internet. It clearly highlighted the positive and the 
negative aspects of cyber space. I highly recommend 
this to other schools.’

Samantha 7A …  ‘The year 7’s were very interested 
and engaged in the two person production. They had 
an amazing time learning and enjoying the performance 
and asked many great questions.’
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Year 8 Health 
Play 
-Verbal Combat

On Monday 18th March, during period 5&6, 

Brainstorm Productions presented ‘Verbal Combat’ to 

our Year 8 students as part of their student wellbeing 

program.

Verbal Combat presented a live theatre program, 

following three friends who learn that their online 

words can last forever. The desire to fit in and be 

liked is strong and when one friend starts to post 

witty, but mean rumours to get more online likes, the 

play takes a cruel twist. All too soon, the posts are 

wreaking havoc in all of their lives and the characters 

quickly discover that there is no easy way out. Verbal 

Combat is essential learning, that addresses the dire 

consequences of cyber bullying and aims to help 

students understand that their digital footprints are 

hard to erase and so are their mistakes.

Words are powerful. Words can hurt and cyber 

bullying is devastating.

The play highlights the importance of everyone 

helping to create a healthy and harmonious school 

environment. 

Toni Gray
Health & Physical Education Coordinator
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OPENING SPEECH  

Welcome to the annual Reservoir High, Fair Go Sport! 

Athletics Carnival!

I am proud to first and foremost acknowledge the 

Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation as the original 

and enduring owners of the land on which we will 

spend our day, and pay my respects to elders past, 

present and emerging. The reason why we do this, 

is to acknowledge our privilege and the persistent 

discrimination the traditional owners have faced for 

over 200 years of their 60,000 year history.

Today is a special day for our school. It’s a day where 

we come together, united, in health and wellbeing, 

away from the everyday stresses of school life to 

have fun with one another. We enjoy this day with our 

fellow school community and respect, celebrate and 

learn about the brilliant diversity we are so proud of. 

This is also the first year, that we reveal our house 

mascots – 

 - the green Darebin Turtles, 

 - the blue Merri Koalas and 

 - the red Plenty Eagles!

Designed by the talented Angeline Tunay!

Fair go sport! is an initiative of the Human Rights 

Commission and the Australian Sports Commission 

that our school is proud to have been part of since it 

began in 2010.

11% of Australians identify as part of the LGBTIQA+ 

community

42% hide their identity at social or community events

50% experience a negative environment at home if 

they tell their parents about their sexual orientation.

FAIR GO SPORT!
ATHLETICS CARNIVAL:

26% are forced out of their homes.

LGBT+ are 3x more likely to experience depression 

than other students

They are 3x more likely to attempt suicide

80% of homophobic bullying happens at school most 

of which is reported to occur during sport and PE 

sessions.

As a PE teacher, I know the benefits sport can provide 

in your life. It can improve your mental health by 

reducing stress, improving self-confidence and 

increasing enjoyment. It can improve your social 

health by teaching you how to negotiate and work 

as a team with others and challenging your ability 

to express emotions in a productive way. As well as 

improving your physical health and fitness levels, it 

can help you develop your sense of self, improve 

your self-discipline and make you feel powerful. 

Everyone should feel safe and supported to enjoy the 

benefits of sport and physical activity.

So, today we unite as a school who are proud to 

recognise, appreciate and respect one another’s 

differences in a free and safe environment. 

Please be kind to one another and please compete 

fairly. 

Let the games begin!

 

Kind Regards,
Ms. Cathleen Zahra

Outdoor, Physical Education & Health Teacher
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Julia De Angelis  2nd in 50m Breaststroke, 
3rd 400m Freestyle

Marcus Chan  3rd 50m Freestyle

Very Proud Mr Todorovski with Julia and Marcus

Year 7  Swimming and Water Safety program and Year 
8 Swimming and Group Fitness begins Term 2 during 
normal PE classes. 

Event and dates are now on compass, so please ensure 
permission slips and payment are returned to office by 
end of Term 1.


Important Dates  
for Year 7 & 8

NMR Swimming Finals 
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Interschool Sport  

Year 7 Boys Volleyball

Year 7 Boys Volleyball

Year 7 Girls Volleyball Year 8 Girls Basketball

Year 7 Girls Volleyball

Year 8 Boys Basketball

Year 8 Boys Basketball

Year 8 Girls Basketball
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ARTICLE:

On Tuesday, March 12th, our Year 7 Boys competed in 

the Inter school Baseball competition.

It was great to see so many boys interested in playing 

for our school team.

We played Thornbury High and it was a really close, 

good spirited game. 

The first innings was very exciting with many of our 

boys getting home runs. The first innings was tied at 

7 all. 

We unfortunately we down overall by 2 runs in the 

end, however all of our 12 players got to bat and field 

on the day, preferring to play in the spirit of fairness 

and giving 'everyone a go!'

Our boys showed great sportsmanship and have 

improved their skill and game sense dramatically 

since the beginning of term. 

I look forward to taking them again next year and 

going one better.

Squad members: Trea Bux, Amanpreet Chahal, Ayden 

Clark, Cyrus Dixon, Alan Duhoky, Tom Maddison, 

Dante Mania, Luca Mariani, Zak Patrick, Kazumi Tam, 

Michael Vadala and Matthew Warren (Absent from 

squad on day: Traee MCLarty and Ali Albayer).

Best players on day: Trea Bux / Ayden Clark / Cyrus 

Dixon

Captain: Tom Maddison

Congratulations to all players. 

A big thank you to Andrea Scott  and Remy Moore 

(Umpire and Assistant Coach) for assisting on the day 

in extreme wind and rain for some parts.

Some were underdressed but had a great day and an 

experience the boys won't forget. Pity we didn't get 

the opportunity to play more schools.

Year 7 Boys Baseball 

Toni Gray
Health & Physical Education Coordinator



Diversity • Excellence • Success

SHOWCASE & 
INFORMATION 
EVENING
Monday 29th April, 2019
In the Performing Arts Centre 
6.30pm SEAL Presentation followed by 
Principal address at 7pm

OPEN DAY
Wednesday 24th April, 2019
9:15 - 11:00am

Reservoir High invites you to attend our 

Come and see us in Action!
Guided tours conducted by  
Andrew McNeil our School Principal 
occur every Wednesday at 9:15am. 

To book a tour, contact the  
school on 9466 0900 or via the  
school website.

Welcoming  
Applicants for  
our 2020 SEAL  
Program and our  
2020 Scholarship Program
Prospective students are required  
to apply online via the link provided 
on our school website to register 
for the Edutest. SEAL Information 
brochures can also be downloaded 
from the school website  
www.reservoirhs.vic.edu.au. 
Please register online with Edutest 
by Monday 6th May, 2019

855 Plenty Road, Reservoir VIC 3073   Phone 9466 0900  Fax 9471 0252  www.reservoirhs.vic.edu.au
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