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WELCOME

In this past fortnight, I have discovered what a 

fantastic school community Reservoir High School is. 

The genuine warmth and openness of the welcomes 

I have received from staff, students and parents 

clearly demonstrate to me that Reservoir High 

School is a vibrant, dynamic and diverse school that 

supports students, and staff, to be always learning 

and striving to achieve success.  I am privileged to be 

in my position and inspired to ensure that the upward 

trajectory of the school continues.

My key belief as a teacher and Principal, is that every 

child can be successful and achieve at their best. This 

belief is why I was drawn to Reservoir High School- it 

is the same belief that staff in the school share and 

has been built on with the excellent work happening 

in the school. This belief is supported by the vision 

that every student is empowered to learn through 

high quality teaching practice and the best conditions 

for learning knowledge, skills and developing 

confidence to achieve success not only now while at 

school, but to be lifelong learners and be successful 

in their future. 

It is a belief that is lived at Reservoir High School 

through the building of strong relationships in a 

culture of high expectations. Positive relationships 

are built on the key value of respect; respect for self, 

respect for others and respect for the school.  It is a 

respect built on the clear expectations of students 

and staff and is lived in the school. I see it walking 

through the school, in my visits to classrooms to 

observe the learning and in my conversations with 

students and staff. 

“My key belief as a 
teacher and Principal, is 
that every child can be 

successful and achieve at 
their best.”

I would like to thank Mark Jessup, past Principal 

of Reservoir High School and Lea Volpe for their 

outstanding work in leading the Reservoir High 

learning community and for developing and building 

the school to be a fantastic place to both work and 

learn.
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I look forward to working with the 

students, staff and parents to ensure every 

student at Reservoir High is successful 

and achieves excellence in all endeavours. 

BUILDING PROGRAM

On Friday 26 October, Reservoir High 

School was proud to host local Member 

for Preston and Minister for Finance 

and Multicultural Affairs, the Hon. Robin 

Scott MP as well as representatives from 

Netball Victoria and the Darebin Council 

for a funding announcement. The Minister 

announced the construction of further 

international standard Netball and Tennis 

courts for joint school and Community 

use. This complements the outstanding 

sporting facilities in place at the school 

already and continues the important role 

that Reservoir High has in shaping our 

community, and also of the community’s 

role in shaping the school.
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YEAR 12 GRADUATION

Congratulations to all the students and families 

of our graduating class of 2018. The completion 

of the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) and 

Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) are a 

significant milestone moment and achievement in the 

life of a young adult. While it might seem normalised 

for some, the ability to manage complex study 

loads, navigate the, at times, never ending series of 

SACs and revision, all while being a young adult in a 

changing society is a tremendous achievement and 

sets our young people up for their successful futures. 

For some of our students, they were the first in family 

to complete Year 12 and the sense of pride at the 

graduation ceremony was uplifting.

At the ceremony, we heard from our 2018 School 

Captains, Anthony Bach, Adalaida Ramos-Morris, 

Matilda Aboagye and John Yang who spoke with 

grace and poignancy of their and other students’ time 

at Reservoir High. The final Valedictory speech was 

taken by Vivian Than. Vivian spoke of the humour, 

perseverance and respect for self, school and others 

that characterised the graduating class of 2018 so 

well. 

“Congratulations to all 
the students and families 

of our graduating class 
of 2018.” 

Thank-you to Mr Ken Sinderberry and his Senior 

School team for organising a spectacular and 

outstanding Graduation Evening on Wednesday 24 

October and to Mark Jessup for joining me in the 

Principals’ address.

Andrew McNeil
Principal

Reservoir High School
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International 
Student 
Program

It is that time of the year again when we 

farewell our 2018 cohort of Year 12 International 

Students. This is always a time of conflicting 

emotions as it is sad to be saying goodbye to 

students who have been with us for a number 

of years but also a joyous time to celebrate 

the achievements of these remarkable young 

people who have taken themselves out of their 

comfort zones and away from their families, in 

order to complete their secondary studies with 

us at Reservoir High School.

I would like to congratulate each of the five 

graduating students for their commitment to 

their studies, involvement in extracurricular 

activities and in expanding the global 

connectedness for our students at Reservoir 

High School. Congratulations to each of the 

following 12E students; David Nguyen, Tommy 

Nguyen, Emily Pham, Jacky Sun and Steven 

Zhou. A special congratulations goes to Emily 

Pham who also received an EAL Learning 

Area Award and a Meritorious Academic 

Achievement Award for her exemplary efforts 

and achievements during her 2018 studies. We 

wish each of our students all the best in their 

final examinations and in their future tertiary 

studies.

Ms Christine Farrugia 

International Student Coordinator

“Special 
congratulations goes 

to Emily Pham 
who also received an 

EAL Learning Area 
Award 

and a Meritorious 
Academic 

Achievement Award 
for her exemplary 

efforts”.
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TERM 4 WEEK 5 INTERIM REPORTS

Term 4 Interim reports will be made available through 

Compass shortly and we encourage all parents and 

guardians to read through the report with your child. 

If you are experiencing difficulties accessing your 

child’s report, please contact Mrs Tammy Baines on 

9466 0900, otherwise students can log in to their 

compass portal and bring up the report themselves. 

All staff will be completing Semester 2 reports in 

coming weeks and it is very important that students 

ensure all work and assessment tasks are completed 

and submitted.  Parents can contact staff at any time 

for clarification or feedback. 

PIT GYMNASTICS 

Congratulations to all Year 7 and 8 students for 

their fantastic participation in the PIT Gymnastics 

unit so far this term. There are still a few classes to 

participate in the unit, however all students have 

been enjoying the facilities and the equipment of PIT 

Gymnastics in Mill Park and enjoying the opportunity 

to use all of the trampolines, beams, bars, rings, 

ropes and other equipment on offer. Well done to all! 

A big thankyou to Mrs Gray for organising all of the 

sessions. 

YEAR 8 ITALIAN EXCURSION & WATERMARC 
EXCURSION

All Year 8 students studying Italian recently enjoyed 

a visit to the Italian museum in Carlton and then 

followed this with a traditional Italian lunch of pizza 

and gelati. By all reports all the students had a great 

time.  

“On December 11th, 
all Year 8 students will 
have the opportunity 
to attend Watermarc to 
build on the swimming 
skills learnt in Physical 
Education”. 

On December 11th, all Year 8 students will have the 

opportunity to attend Watermarc to build on the 

swimming skills learnt in Physical Education and to 

join together for the last time in the Junior School for 

some team building and fun sporting activities. It is 

hard to believe that it is nearly time for them to move 

on to the Middle School!
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Kind regards
Junior School Team

Darryl Forbes – Junior School Leader
Mrs Tammy Baines – Juniors School Office Manager
Mr David Gayfer – Year 7 Coordinator
Mr Greg Irvin  - Year 8 Coordinator  

STUDENT OF THE MONTH (SEPTEMBER)

Many thanks to all staff who provided nominations for 

our Yr 7 & 8 Student of the Month for September. 

All nominated students will receive a letter home 

congratulating them on their great month and 

successful recipients will also receive their certificate 

at an upcoming assembly. 

7A – Natasha Vega & Rausan Ittaqillah

7B- James Seears

7C – Kristal De La Fuente

7D – Jolin Liu, Bella Marmora & Oskar Pearce

7E – Joanne Mai & Evie Moore

7F – Riley Flowers & Kerry Nguyen

8A - Huy Nguyen & Sarah Tripkou

8B – Nicholas Kirac, & Denva O’Byrne

8C - Maryam Hassan-Aden & Edward Bennett

8D – Oscar Chen, Stephanie Doan & Scarlett Ormandy

8E - Diellon Djoni & Sheridan Armstrong

8F – Dakota Thomas & Samuel Atkinson

If you have any questions or would like to discuss 

your child’s progress please feel free to contact us at 

any time on 9466 0900.
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YEAR 9 AND 10 EXAMS

All Middle School students have exams at the end of 

the year in ALL subjects. Exams will be 90 minutes in 

length and held in the Performing Arts Centre.

Year 10 exams: Week 7 - November 20 – 23

Year 9 exams:  Week 8 - November 28 – 30

Jumpstart Program

Year 10’s have Jumpstart from Monday November 

26 – November 29, this is the last official day for year 

10’s.

YEAR 10 FORMAL – FRIDAY NOVEMBER 30TH AT 
EMERALD RECEPTIONS

Still a chance for Year 10’s to secure a place for 

this fantastic event. If your child is in Year 10 and is 

interested in going, this fully supervised event is 

always well supported by staff and students and is 

a terrific celebration of our time together not only in 

Middle School but also Junior School.

Three course meal / DJ and awards.

Please pay at the front office - $72

Kind Regards

Middle School Team 

Nick Vass – Middle School Leader
Elaine Guerra – Year 9 Coordinator

Tammy Di Marco - Sub School Office Manager
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Street Law 2018

STREET LAW 2018

For the past 4-5 weeks Melbourne University’s Street 

Law Program has been operating at Reservoir High 

School. This is now the fifth year the program has run.

The program involves Law students freely promoting 

access to the Law by delivering a series of three 

lessons to Year Nine students ranging from:

Consumer Laws,

Police Powers,

Public transport rules, 

Human Rights Law.

The lessons were really well designed and explored 

legal concepts in very innovative ways such as: group 

work, role plays, snakes and ladders games and 

visuals.  Each class had a different student presenting 

and they were assessed by an academic; as this is an 

elective that contributes to the student’s Law Degree.

Melbourne University’s exciting Street Law Program 

gives its Law students the chance to interact with the 

community by giving students the chance to engage 

with the community by either doing Legal Aid work 

or the educational program described.  It is a very 

real way for these University students to contribute to 

their society.  

It is a fantastic opportunity for our students to 

experience legal areas.

“Street Law provides an 
invaluable opportunity 

for students to 
build effective 

communication skills 
and develop their public 

speaking ability”.

 Mr Peter Cattapan
Humanities Coordinator
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Dear parents/guardians,

They came, they saw, they conquered!!! 

I think that notion is rather fitting to describe the 

past few weeks at Reservoir High School. Last week 

was full of many exciting activities with the Year 12 

students which was capped off with a thoroughly 

enjoyable Graduation Evening. Monday and Tuesday 

were times to celebrate with the whole school 

assembly where the rest of the school community 

could say goodbye to the Year 12 group and 

there was the fancy dress parade. Wednesday’s 

Graduation Evening was a formal way to recognise 

the hard work these young men and women have 

put in over the past 13 years and can say they 

have successfully completed secondary school. 

There were some fantastic speeches made by the 

students and it was very pleasing to see so many 

students and families in the library after the formal 

proceedings were finished sharing in the success of 

their sons and daughters.

Of course the conquering part is still happening 

and the fun and laughter of last week turns to the 

serious side of the VCE starting Wednesday October 

31 when the VCAA exams begin. The students have 

been prepped by their teachers and the conditions 

of the exams have been explained by myself. I’m 

sure they are ready and last minute cramming won’t 

help them. A good night’s sleep and a nutritious 

meal (breakfast or lunch) will be the best preparation 

they can have. Energy drinks will not be good for 

them and they will end up crashing in the exam so 

should be avoided at all costs. I wish every Year 12 

student who is about to undertake their exams the 

best of luck and know there won’t be any surprises in 

the exam and their teachers have got them as ready 

as possible. 

The Year 11 students are also fast approaching the 

end of the academic school year. Their exams will 

start on November 13 and go until November 16 with 

their jumpstart the week following this. Everything 

I said above for the Year 12 exams is just as true for 

the Year 11 exams. The right preparation will do them 

the world of good. Their jumpstart program is very 

important to getting a strong start to Year 12 and 

will really help their stress next year when they’ve 

completed a proportion of the course before the first 

day of school in 2019.

A very busy year in the senior school is starting to 

wrap up. I look forward to the results when they are 

released on December 14 and know that the right 

pathway will be there for all students.   

Kind Regards,

Senior School Team

Lorraine Cross – Sub School Office Manager
Nina Rossini – Year 11 Coordinator

Ken Sinderberry – Senior School  Leader
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 Waratah Special Developmental School.   
PROGRESS REPORT FOR SEMIR AND BRODIE’S 
WORK PLACEMENT: 

We have been privileged in our classroom with the 
weekly visits of two exceptional young men from 
Reservoir High, Semir Imam and Brody Cowie-Cocker. 

We are a senior class from Waratah Special 
Developmental School in Belfield, which means all 
our 7 students have an intellectual disability and 
some also have Autism Spectrum Disorder. They 
range in age between 15 and 18. Every Wednesday, 
Semir and Brody arrive with a smile on their face, a 
readiness to engage our students and an enthusiasm 
to learn. The boys assist wherever and whenever 
needed. In the morning, they help students complete 
their routine and then help them stay on task with 
their individual tub work. Their tub work consists of 
activities that are motivating for each student and 
include matching activities, fine motor skills activities, 
reading, writing and maths, depending on each 
student’s ability. Semir and Brody were able to pick 
up on cues, learn through observations and then take 
the initiative to work with students independently. 

They have formed strong bonds with all students 
and this shows from their social interactions. They 
have been a great role model for one of our 17 year 
old boys who was in need of appropriate social 
interactions with other teenagers. Semir and Brodie, 
successfully, provided that. A special relationship was 
developed and although this boy is leaving school 
soon to move interstate, I am sure he will have lovely 
memories and learning experiences to take with him, 
as a result of Brody and Semir. For that, we thank 
them.

Every week they are off to ‘Bunnings’ for a few 
hours with three of our students who are on work 
experience. They help them identify work related 
words that are then used in the classroom to make 
their language functional and relevant to work. They 
have been useful in aiding the students complete 
their duties, identifying their responsibilities and 
guiding them to success.

They recently joined us on an excursion to Latitude 
where everyone, young and old, had lots of fun. They 
volunteered an extra day in the week, after being 
asked if they would like to join us, giving up their time 

from their busy schedule. It was an amazing day for 
all.

Semir and Brody have impressed everyone at 
Waratah with their level of maturity, their gentle 
nature with the students, their willingness to jump in 
whenever they feel is needed, their positive social 
interactions with both the staff and students, their 
manners and respect and generally their niceness. 
They will pass through the staffroom and smile, or 
gesture or say a ‘hi’ to whoever may be there. It blows 
my mind that they can demonstrate such significant 
traits at such a young age and can only imagine the 
potential for a successful and bright future for both 
these young men.

Currently, they are beginning to experience other 
classrooms where ages and cohorts are a little 
different to ours. It will be a great benefit to them and 
our students.

It must be highlighted here, that one of our leading 
teachers was so impressed with the work skills and 
professionalism exhibited by both young men, that 
he is willing to provide them with some employment 
in the future, if they are interested.  We look forward 
to having more students from Reservoir High 
School be a part of our team. We would like to take 
the opportunity to thank Semir and Brody for their 
commitment and dedication they have shown so far. 

Georgia Tsonis
Classroom Teacher
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During the final weeks of Term 3, the Year 11 

Business Management class presented their SACs 

which involved creating a business, as well as one 

specialised snack product.

To create our business, we had to consider many 

different factors such as the cost of the product, cost 

of advertising, company name and logo. We also 

developed a website, as well as the name of the 

product, packaging, market research and more. 

This task involved a huge amount of imagination 

and creativity which tested our theory as well as 

method. Our class was split into different groups, 

and then we began the process of planning our 

business. The main goal of the SAC was to create 

a ‘healthy snack’ which all groups tackled with 

great enthusiasm. Each group presented their 

business and marketing plan using a PowerPoint 

presentation, and each presentation was very 

professional and highly engaging. Once we 

finished presenting our PowerPoint, the groups 

then revealed their product to the class to actually 

taste test. All students had the pleasure of trying 

each of the group’s delicious products. Our class 

also had the pleasure of Mrs Volpe and the school 

librarian, Ms Scott attending, who also sampled 

our products. The snacks that were presented 

included: pumpkin and sweet potato scones, 

rice pudding, granola bowls with fruit and yogurt 

and a berry smoothie on the side. There were 

also dark chocolate protein cookies and low fat 

blueberry muffins. Every group put in a lot effort 

and the outcomes were very impressive. Overall 

the students of the Business Management 

class enjoyed the SAC immensely, especially in 

comparison to the other SACs we have done, which 

were mostly in test conditions.

By Amber Robertson

‘Marketing in Business 
Management’
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This semester in Year 9 Child Studies the students 

have adopted a new baby into the family - Tyrone. 

Being part of the ‘Parenting Experience’ program 

the students had to care for their new baby for 48 

hours, which meant they had to feed, change and be 

responsible for all the child’s needs. 

It was an invaluable experience that gave the 

students an insight in the realities of parenting.  

Students gave very positive feedback although they 

received a big reality check!

Year 9 Child Studies

Kind regards,

Ms. Jayde Rogneda
Health & Physical Education Teacher
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The Year 11 Outdoor & Environmental Studies class 

ventured out on their last excursion this term to Trees 

Adventure at Glen Harrow Park in Belgrave. Students 

ziplined, tightroped, climbed, balanced and dropped 

from up to 20m high in the beautiful 60m tall oak 

trees on traditional Wurundjuri Country. 

“Trees Adventure at Glen 
Harrow Park in Belgrave”. 

The challenges began at home base which was 

150-year-old Algerian Oak and there were various 

levels to attempt (Yellow, Green, Blue, Red, Black 

and Vertzone!) Everyone had to overcome some kind 

of hurdle, whether it was learning to use the new 

equipment, their fear of heights, balance or teamwork 

and everyone had a spectacular time!

Kind Regards,
Ms. Cathleen Zahra
Outdoor, Physical Education & Health Teacher

Physical Education 
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Great day at Victorian State Track & Field event where 

our champion Antoinette Aboagye from Year 12 went 

and competed in 3 events. She put in her best efforts 

representing Reservoir High School extremely well, 

finishing with very small margins for all events. Great 

way to finish off her schooling career!

Her results are as followed:

- 100m: 4th place

- Shot put: 5th place with her best at 8.75m

- Long jump: 5th place best jump 4.63m

Well done Antoinette!

 Reservoir High Super Stars 
Year 10 Reservoir High student,Natasha Atkinson-

Brown at the NNFL presentaion held last month.

Natasha won Best and Fairest in league  Division 6 

netball  and joint winner in most goals shot, 356 for 

the season. 

Well done Natasha!
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Student Enrolment in 
Language classes 2019 from 

Year 1 -12 (VCE)

PARENT BULLETIN NOTICE:

Victorian School of Languages

ENROLMENT IN LANGUAGE CLASSES FOR STUDENTS IN AREA NORTH

at Epping SC, Lalor SC, Roxburgh Park SC & Thomastown SC

 

The Victorian School of Languages (VSL) is a DEECD government school service assisting all 
government, Catholic and independent schools in the State with the provision of Languages Other 
than English. There is a VSL campus at Epping, Lalor, Roxburgh Park and Thomastown Secondary 

Colleges, offering:

Arabic, Chinese, Greek, Hindi, Japanese, Macedonian, Malay, Malayalam, Persian, Punjabi, Sinhala,, 
Spanish, Swahili, Tamil, Turkish, Urdu and Vietnamese from Year 1-12. Other languages can be 

introduced according to demand – contact us for requests. An annual materials charge of $75 for 
Year 1-10 students and $90 for VCE applies.

Enrolment for 2019 is now available online at http://www.vsl.vic.edu.au/enrol/.

Please contact Area Manager Mr. Khalaf Greis by email north@vsl.vic.edu.au if you require further 
assistance or on 9464 0848.

Kind Regards,

Khalaf Greis     
Area Manager North    
Victorian School of Languages 


