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FAREWELL AND THANK YOU MR JESSUP

The first two weeks of Term 3 were very emotional 

as Mr Jessup made the announcement he will be 

working with the Senior Wellbeing Team at the 

Department and will no longer be the Principal of 

Reservoir High School. Even though we are all sad 

to say goodbye to Mr Jessup, we are also happy that 

he has been given this opportunity to make a huge 

impact on students in our local area.

“I would like to thank 
Mr Jessup for all of 
his hard work and 

leadership.”

I would like to thank Mr Jessup for all of his hard 

work and leadership. He has made Reservoir High a 

school of choice in the area and he has developed 

a real sense of community and a culture of high 

expectations and respect. We held a whole school 

assembly so Mr Jessup could farewell the students, 

but more importantly they were able to show him 

how much he meant to them. It was a very moving 

assembly and some of us were brought to tears. We 

also held a farewell lunch with the staff. We are all 

going to miss Mr Jessup but he has a lot to be proud 

of, as he has left the school in an excellent position 

and we wish him all the best in his new role. I’m sure 

we are still going to be working with him very closely 

and he in turn, will be keeping an eye on the school. 

During this time of transition, I will be the Acting 

Principal and Mr Rathjen and Mr Forbes will share the 

role of Acting Assistant Principal.

‘ON WITH THE SHOW’ – SCHOOL PRODUCTION

What an event!!! Even though I was on leave and I 

was unable to attend this year’s production,  I was 

extremely proud to hear that our students put on a 

wonderful performance. They were outstanding. I’m 

always amazed by the talent of our students and I 

was tod hat they had the whole audience engaged 

for the entire performance. Over the three nights we 

had over 400 people watch the show and over 600 

primary school students tattending the matinees. 
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Congratulations to Nina Rossini, Heather Wilson, Ian 

Wilson, Rohan Bayley and all of the other staff who 

assisted, including Darryl Forbes who organised the 

Matinee shows.

PRINCIPAL AWARDS

The Principal Awards were held in Week 2 and it is 

a great way to celebrate the achievement of our 

high achieving students. They were held during Mr 

Jessup’s last two days at the school and it was a very 

special event both for Mr Jessup and the students 

involved. Again it was great to see the attendance of 

family members and their proud looks were priceless. 

Mr Vass and Mr Forbes were great MCs and they 

could run their own talk show. This is definitely one of 

my favourite events of the year. A big thank you to the 

all the subschool staff and to Ms Sandra Duhandzija 

who organised the two events.

YEAR 10 PORTFOLIO INTERVIEWS AND MIDDLE 
SCHOOL STEPPING STONES

We certainly hit the ground running in the Middle 

School. All Year 10 students have had their Portfolio 

Interviews, where they had the opportunity to 

showcase their portfolios and discuss their future. 

It was a very positive experience for all, teachers 

and students alike. This was followed by the Year 

10 Stepping Up Information Night where we had a 

fantastic turn out with the PAC nearly at capacity. 

It is great to see the Year 10s taking this whole 

process seriously with the support of their families. 

The Year 9s have also had an opportunity to have 

a Stepping Stones day where they too have had an 

opportunity to discuss their future. I would like to 

take this opportunity to thank the Middle School 

Team, Careers Team, the Leading Teachers and all 

of the staff who have volunteered their time to assist 

our students with course counselling. Without all of 

this hard work and dedication our students would 

have found it quite difficult to make these important 

decisions. I also want to mention how seriously the 

students have taken this process and have been very 

appreciative of the time staff have given them. Well 

done to students, teachers and parents.

I would like to introduce myself as Michele and I am 

the new Secondary School Nurse working here at 

Reservoir High School.  I will be based here at the 

school on Mondays and Tuesdays.  

I am really looking forward to getting to know you 

and the students and becoming part of the school 

community.  My role in the school will be to work on 

a whole school approach to improving health and 

wellbeing and also working with individual students 

who may have health concerns.

The Department of Education and Training (DET) 

places Secondary School Nurses within Secondary 

Schools to support the school community to: 

 •help reduce negative health outcomes and 

risk taking behaviours among young people

 •support the school in addressing 

contemporary health and social issues facing young 

people.

 •provide appropriate primary health care 

through professional clinical nursing, including 

assessment, referral and support 

 •provide confidential support to young 

people whilst maintaining duty of care 

 •support health promotion and primary 

prevention in secondary schools through identifying 

and building on existing school initiatives and 

providing appropriate preventative health care 

 •support the health and wellbeing needs of 

their students 

Students may self refer and make appointments 

to see me, however Teachers and Parents can also 

request that I meet with the Student.  You can make 

an appointment to see me through the Wellbeing 

Office.
Michele Riali | Secondary School Nurse

Reservoir 
High 

School Nurse 
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YEAR 7 WATERMARC EXCURSION

Another great excursion to bring all of the Year 7 

students together. Year 7 students undertook a 

swimming program as a part of their PE program in 

Term 2. The excursion is a great way to put these 

skills to good use and also an opportunity to meet 

students from other classes. A big thankyou to Mr 

Forbes and Mr Gayfer for organising this event.

GRADE 5 DEBATING

Grade 5 Debating has commenced once again. It 

was great to see Kingsbury PS, Preston North East 

PS, Preston PS and Reservoir View PS Grade 5 

students take part. When I spoke to them they were 

very nervous but the debaters did a great job. They 

were very confident and had developed some very 

persuasive arguments. Reservoir High students were 

very professional and as adjudicators gave some very 

constructive feedback. Thank you to Ms Anatasiou 

for organising this event which is a very important 

program that enhances our relationship, with the 

primary schoools.

BRUCE KINGSBURY CEREMONY

Every year we hold the Bruce Kingsbury ceremony 

with the 2/14 Battalion and Kingsbury Primary School. 

It was wonderful to welcome back so many familiar 

faces and some news faces as well. 

This year we held the ceremony in the Performing 

Arts Centre and all of the Year 7 students were 

involved. It was a very moving ceremony and Jill 

Bear who is the daughter-in-law of Teddy Bear, one 

“Every year we 
hold the 

Bruce Kingsbury 
ceremony with the 
2/14 Battalion and 
Kingsbury Primary 

School. “

of Bruce Kingsbury’s fellow soldier and mate, gave 

a wonderful speech that really engaged the whole 

audience, especially the students. All of the students 

spoke extremely well and Amber Robertson’s speech 

was a highlight. Well done to everyone involved.

YEAR 12 PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

Year 12 Parent/Teacher Interviews were held on 

Monday 13th August. It was an evening that was fairly 

well attended but we would love to see more parents 

attend in the future as we want our Year 12 students 

to achieve their very best. It is a busy time for Year 

12s and some are feeling a little overwhelmed but it 

won’t be long before their exams are upon them so 

we encourage them to keep focussed and try their 

best.

YEAR 7-11 PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS

On Thursday 20th September Reservoir High will be 

holding the Year 7 – 11 Parent/Teacher Interviews 

from 12.30 – 8pm. It is a pupil free day but we do 

expect students to attend the interviews with their 

parents/guardians. Bookings will open soon on 

Compass so please ensure you book quickly so 

you don’t miss out on suitable times. If you need an 

assistance please contact the relevant subschool.

As you can see it has been a very busy term and I 

want to thank staff, students and parents for all your 

support during this time of transition. The school 

will run as normal and we keep heading in the right 

direction. It is a great school and I’m very proud to be 

a Principal class member of Reservoir High. 

Lea Volpe 
Acting Principal



Reservoir High Newsletter  |  Term 3, Issue 4MR JESSUP’S FINAL REPORT Page 5 

Mr Jessup and Amelie Brown receving her award

DEAR COLLEAGUES, STUDENTS, PARENTS AND 
CAREGIVERS

Reservoir High is considered a school of choice in this 

area.  Our results across Literacy, Numeracy, NAPLAN and 

VCE are impressive and demonstrate our willingness to 

work together to improve  the educational outcomes of 

our students.  Our Student Wellbeing data is extraordinary 

and demonstrates that our students enjoy school and like 

coming to school.  What more could a principal ask for?

It has been a privilege to work at Reservoir High and to 

have been given the opportunity to work as the principal 

has been a gift which I have thoroughly enjoyed and have 

been honoured to undertake for the past 8 years.

As some of you may know, the past 10 months for me has 

been a major challenge due to an injury I sustained last 

year.

As a consequence of this issue, I have decided to relinquish 

my position at Reservoir High School.  This is a decision 

that I have not taken lightly.  I have honestly loved my time 

as Principal at Reservoir.  To see our students develop 

from young year 7 students to mature young adults who 

graduate from us and head off into the world of further 

education or work has been tremendously rewarding.  

I have been very fortunate to work with a group of 

extraordinarily talented and dedicated staff who have 

supported your children both inside the classroom and out 

and so generously supported me as principal.

I want to make a special mention of Lea Volpe and Scott 

Tanner.  Scott has been our tough, but fair Business 

Manager for the past several years.  He has taken us from 

a school with a dilapidated Brady Hall to the magnificent 

Performing Arts spaces we currently enjoy now (and we 

have recently commenced planning for our next building 

project),  He has been able to find funds from all sorts 

of sources to make our school a better place for all of 

us.    Lea Volpe, whom I did not know before she became 

Assistant Principal at Reservoir has been an outstandingly 

supportive work colleague, but now also a friend.  I believe 

our working partnership has been unique and one that I 

treasure.  Together, with all of the staff we have pushed 

the boundaries of Reservoir High enabling it to become 

a leading school in this district.  We have met the many 

challenges which face schools and have usually been 

able to come back smiling, with a sense of satisfaction and 

achievement when we have known that it has always been 

about getting the best we possibly can for the students at 

this school.

Finally I want to thank our students for enabling me to 

thoroughly enjoy each day, for giving me the opportunity 

to work with so many young people, from so many 

backgrounds.  It is the students who have been my main 

reason for coming to work - their generosity of spirit, 

their willingness to share themselves, to learn from their 

mistakes and to provide us, the adults, with opportunities to 

reflect and learn as well as a multitude of other challenges!   

I take away with me so many fond memories of 

conversations with you, (both challenging and humorous) 

of performances and presentations, of visits to classrooms, 

yard duty and work experience placements, our China Tour 

and so many other occasions that I shall never forget.  Most 

days, I smile very often, at the warmth and friendliness 

which you provide our school!   I shall miss you all very 

much!

 Whilst I am leaving Reservoir High on July 27th, 2018, I 

will still be fortunate to work with the school as I take up 

many new challenges with the Department of Education, 

through the Regional Offices in Coburg and Greensborough  

I hope to see you all again at Reservoir High and Education 

Department special functions.  This school will always have 

a very special place in my heart as I look back on my time 

in education.

I wish Reservoir High all the very best for its future.  The 

future looks bright!  

Thank you all for the opportunity.

Mark Jessup
Senior Wellbeing and Engagement Officer
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RESERVOIR HIGH HAS 8 STUDENTS WHO ARE ATTENDING THE SCHOOL FOR STUDENT LEADERSHIP 
(SNOWY RIVER CAMPUS), NEAR MARLO IN EAST GIPPSLAND. THEY WILL BE THERE FOR NINE WEEKS AND 
RETURNING TO RHS AT THE START OF TERM 4.   HERE ARE REFLECTIONS OF THE FIRST FOUR WEEKS BY 
THREE OF THE STUDENTS:

“I came to be at SSL hoping it would be fun, 

enjoyable and just a good experience and I was 

right. We have had canoeing, bridge building and all 

manner of good and fun things. 

The SSL is different from a normal school as you 

quite literally live together, not necessarily in 

harmony, but together and meals are prepared for 

us and there are also these things called comities 

were you look after things or plan things such as the 

ones I am in the T-shirt committee and the Library 

committee. In the T-shirt committee we plan and 

print the T-shirts we will get at the end of the year 

and in the library committee we look after the library 

(bookshelf).

I would recommend almost anyone (people who can 

actually work) to come to SSL if they have a chance, 

as it is an amazing experience and something I bet 

most people in general would love to have a chance 

to do. “

Oscar Edwards

“I am beyond grateful for this wonderful experience 

and I believe I’m on my way to achieving what I 

came here for: developing myself as a leader who is 

capable of making responsible and mature decisions 

while keeping positive and focused. Coming here – 

with Sweeney, Corey, Zafirah, Ibrahim, Madi, Oscar 

and Matthew – I was filled with nerves, not knowing 

what to expect. But after being here for almost a 

month, I wish I could go back and tell myself that 

there was nothing to worry about because I would 

learn so many valuable lessons here and really grow 

as a person.

Reflecting on my time here so far, one of my main 

highlights is definitely the expedition we did recently. 

We cycled along the coastal-bush tracks, working 

as a team to stay in formation on the road until we 

reached our campsite at the beautiful Cape Conran. 

I felt so calm and optimistic among the natural 

environment, which meant that I was ready and 

energised for the hike on the second day. Exhausting 

as it was trekking along 8 kilometres of beach, with 

the wind blowing against us and the sand shifting, 

we all persevered and were very proud of our 

achievements after. 
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A great part of my time here has been meeting all of 

my awesome peers. Everyone is so friendly and I’ve 

learnt a lot from talking to such a diverse range of 

people. Like my roommate, Kacey; she lives hours 

away from Melbourne and we couldn’t be more 

different, but she’s one of the nicest people I’ve ever 

met and we get along really well. 

The classes here are also really interesting. My 

favourite is probably Metacognition, where we learn 

how to control and reflect on how we think. I love 

waking up every morning and looking forward to 

learning new skills which I can apply to my everyday 

life. 

Overall, I’m enjoying every bit of my time here and I 

know that I’ll come back to RHS a happier and more 

knowledgeable person.” 

Alisha Verga

“I decided I wanted to attend SSL because I believed 

it would be a great opportunity to improve and 

develop my leadership skills as well as enjoying 

myself as I did so. Since coming here to Snowy three 

weeks ago I've definitely noticed my confidence in 

leading discussions has improved as well as speaking 

in front of others. I've also made new friends with 

some of the other forty-one students from across 

Victoria who are also attending Snowy along with 

those from Reservoir High.

So far my highlights of Snowy will have had to have 

been meeting my roommate Tessa three weeks ago 

when I first arrived.  She is from Red Cliff's Secondary 

College in Mildura.  At first it was kind of odd at first 

seeing as though I would be dorm mates with her 

for nine weeks.  After a few days it felt like we had 

known each other for years. My favorite activity so far 

has been participating in our surf one class where we 

went down to Cape Conran with our expo team and 

got a surf lesson, it was heaps of fun. Another favorite 

activity was our just recently completed expedition 

one, which was a one day 28km ride followed by a 

13km hike across Cape Conran and along the main 

beach with full packs. This was tough but so much 

fun and brought our team closer together over the 

two days.

“Since coming here to 
Snowy three weeks ago 
I’ve definitely noticed my 
confidence in leading 
discussions has improved 
as well as speaking in 
front of others”. 
 

Snowy classes work a bit differently but didn’t 

take us to long to get used to. We have three main 

classes and DEARR. Morning class starts at nine 

and ends at lunch and afternoon class finishes at 

around three thirty, after that we have DEARR which 

is Drop Everything Read Reflect. It’s a time where we 

do a thirty-minute reflection on our day and what 

happened and then we post it on our Daily sway 

blogs.

The classes that we have done indoors have 

included: Metacognition which is focusing on the 

way you think, My Story for our sway blog,  

Darren McCubbin who taught us about values 

and beliefs and theatre sports, Self and social 

awareness, Presentation skills, Decision Making 

and Local Learning Project Prep.  This is for when a 

local primary school comes to Snowy and we will 

run workshops for them. We also have classes on 

developing our Community Learning Project and 

much more. 
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As for outdoor activities the following is a list of what 

we have done: 

On the first day we got here we did team activities 

where we worked with our expo teams for the first 

time and did team based activities, Intro to Bikes, 

surfing one, Bridge building with rope and wooden 

spars, The Marlo Challenge which was a race to take 

as many photos for points round Marlo as possible, 

Expo walk and ride and Intro to Canoeing where we 

had to capsize into freezing cold water.

We also have evening classes until eight thirty every 

night and these are so much fun; we have done 

hopes and concern, getting to know you, a bush 

dance, theatre sports, we watched he called me 

Malala, did vision boards and bucket filling, also we 

do student led activities which are planned and run 

by our teams and 1B my expo team did a lip sync 

night which ran really well.

 At Snowy we sleep in dorms with one other person 

from a country area as we are from a more city 

region, we have three meals a day plus morning and 

afternoon tea. Every day we have two students as our 

student leaders. They do things like headcounts and 

just in general taking that leadership role for the day. 

Yes, we have duties for all meal times and bathrooms 

as well, this is to give us all some responsibility and to 

keep everything in order. 

Every Saturday we have a rest day on which we can 

put up proposals to go surfing, snorkelling or fishing. 

Some people even just go for a walk down the beach 

or stay back at campus to chill and/or catch up on 

school work.  Rest days finish at the sand dunes 

which is our spirit spot and we do reflections there 

overlooking the ocean. 

There are also a number of committees at snowy 

like the: T-shirt, Cooking, Food for Thought, Local 

Learning Project, Bikes, Documentary and many 

more which you can join and participate in during 

your free time.

Being able to come here has been amazing and 

honestly I’m having a great time but I’m also learning 

a lot and I’m definitely improving in areas of which 

I’ve struggled in the past and I can’t wait for the days 

ahead.

 Madalyn O’Neill 1B (Boron the Pelican)
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It was with great pride that I was fortunate enough 

to accompany two of our students, Van Nguyen and 

Anna Tran, both of 11E, to this year’s International 

Student Public Speaking Competition which took 

place on the evening of Wednesday 22nd August. 

Although we were not one of this year’s place 

getters, both students presented excellent, thought 

provoking speeches on the topic of ‘Hitting the 

Bullseye.’ Both students are to be commended 

on their well-planned speeches and bravery in 

competing against 14 other schools and thirty 

students. 

2018 
International 
Student 
Public Speaking 

Competition

The International Student Public Speaking 

Competition at Northcote High School was a great 

and helpful experience for all the international 

students, including me, to have an opportunity to 

learn new things and discover more about ourselves. 

The topic for this year was 'Hitting the Bullseye'. 

When I first got this topic, I did not have any ideas in 

my head. After the teacher's help, I knew that 'Hitting 

the Bullseye' meant being on target. It brought me a 

very meaningful message that if you want to succeed 

in life, you should set yourself a purpose. After my 

experience, I felt more confident and I was able to 

bravely stand in front of the crowd and speak about 

my thoughts and opinions. I hope that I can have a 

second chance to participate in this contest again 

next year. 

By Van   

Van Nguyen 
and Anna Tran

Last Wednesday I participated in a public speaking 

competition for international students at Northcote 

High School. When Miss Christine nominated that my 

friend, Van and I would join, I was both nervous and 

excited. This is a very valuable and useful experience. 

This was also my first time participating in a speech 

contest and the topic was ‘Hitting the Bullseye’, which 

means reaching the target and how to achieve it 

effectively and quickly. The contest was attended by 

a lot of students from other schools. The atmosphere 

was bustling. I was not only challenging myself in 

front of the crowd but also made the acquaintance 

of many wonderful and talented friends. We talked 

about life and studying here, as we have to be 

independent and live far away from our parents, 

families and face loneliness and difficulties. But we 

took that as a motivation to go ahead, set goals 

to challenge ourselves and conquer these goals. 

We understood each other when we listened to 

the presenters and saw them as great motivation. 

They were very good and very confident in the 

presentation. That is what I need to learn from them 

and improve myself. Although we are international 

students from different countries, everyone is very 

close together as if we are a member of one family. 

We inspired each other, through each other's 

own story. I thank Miss Farrugia for giving me the 

opportunity to experience and learn so many new 

things. Moreover, we also enjoyed a lot of delicious 

food after the presentation. Van and I mostly ate 

pizzas and cakes. I will remember this memory 

forever and if, next year, Northcote High organizes 

the competition again, then I will participate 

enthusiastically  and be better prepared.

By Anna 
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It has been a very busy term in the Junior school 

yet again, with many terrific activities taking place in 

the class and supporting the curriculum and many 

extra-curricular activities that students have been 

involved in.  A special mention to all Junior students 

who performed in our recent and outstanding school 

production ‘On with the Show’. The commitment of 

the cast and crew over many months of rehearsals 

was a credit to all involved and it was a superb 

show – our congratulations to all staff and students 

involved. 

SEMESTER 1 PRINCIPAL AWARDs

On Friday 27th July, the Junior School celebrated 

our Semester 1 Principal Awards in our wonderful 

Performing Arts Centre. The event was a fantastic 

celebration of student excellence and achievement 

throughout Semester 1.  It was wonderful to see the 

large number of proud parents, families and friends 

who gathered to celebrate and hear about the 

successful recipients at Year 7 and Year 8.  

All successful recipients were presented with their 

certificates and interviewed by Mr Jessup and Ms 

Volpe. This was a major highlight with the students 

providing a great insight into their hobbies and 

aspirations.

RECIPIENT SURNAME     CLASS AWARD

Amelie  Brown            7B         Exemplary Attitude

Elizabeth  Chu            7D      Academic Excellence

Julia   De Angelis      7D        Exemplary Attitude

Jayden  Duong            7E Exemplary Attitude

Jamie  Duong            7F Exemplary Attitude

Aidan  Grigoletto        7E Exemplary Attitude

Jolin  Liu            7D Academic Excellence

Dylan  Ly            7D Academic Excellence

Manmeet Mann            7D Academic Excellence

Dina   Margi            7D Academic Excellence

Amelia  Ormandy         7D Academic Excellence

Teishalee Palaia            7D Academic Excellence

Oskar   Pearce            7D Academic Excellence

Leonardo  Pham            7D Academic Excellence

Alexia   Terzino            7D Academic Excellence

Veronica  Tootoo              7C Exemplary Attitude

RECIPIENT SURNAME     CLASS             AWARD

Daphne  Atkins             8F  Academic Excellence

Alfred   Banh             8D  Academic Excellence

Charlotte  Carter         8D      Exemplary Attitude

Casey   Diep             8D  Academic Excellence
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RECIPIENT SURNAME    CLASS             AWARD

Melina   Izadikia            8A        Exemplary Attitude

Niamh   Koops            8D     Academic Excellence

Angela       Lane            8F Academic Excellence

Jessie   Mach            8E Exemplary Attitude

Huy   Nguyen            8A Exemplary Attitude

Yoedhzer Nidup            8A Exemplary Attitude

Amelia   Norton           8D Academic Excellence

Jade   Perry           8D Academic Excellence

Tam  Pham           8A Academic Excellence

Chloe   Smith           8D Academic Excellence

Chloe   Stray           8F Academic Excellence

YEAR 7 WATERMARC EXCURSION

The Year 7s had a fantastic day at Watermarc on 

Friday 20th July.  It was terrific for the cohort to 

celebrate the end of Semester 1 and the end of the 

Swimming Pogram for their Yr 7 PE classes. The four 

30-minute rotations were: the waterslides, water 

games, tarzan rope and the inflatable obstacle 

course – everyone had a great time. 

Special thanks to Mr Gayfer, Mr Cross, Ms Zahra and 

Ms Rogneda for their great support and looking after 

the cohort on the day. 
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Year 10 Exams 
June 9 – 15

STUDENT OF THE MONTH (JUNE)

We received many nominations and it was terrific to read such positive comments about each student and we 

appreciate the time and effort staff put into their nominations.  Congratulations to the following students for 

June. 

7A – Gabriel Colosimo, Anthony Crivello Altimari & Assal Sakhrawi

7B- Amelie Brown & Amelia Moyses

7C – Amos Dsouza & Veronica Tootoo

7D – Libby Chu, Laura Pham & Alexia Terzino

7E – Rex Hudson-Stewart, Noah Napolitano, Oliver Roberts

7F – Torey Crosta & Ellen Phan

8A – Bailey Halliday & Aditi Athai

8B – Isabella Mariani & Stephen Vidakis

8C – Sebastian Wooldridge & Jackson Keating

8D – Alissa Nguyen & Jade Perry

8E – Chloe Dall’osto & Amina Hassan

8F – Chloe Stray & Christopher Demetriou

YR 7 BRUCE KINGSBURY MEMORIAL SERVICE

On Friday 24th August, we joined with Kingsbury 

Primary and the 2/14th Battalion Sssociation to host 

the annual Bruce Kingsbury Memorial service. It 

was a wonderful service yet again and thoroughly 

enjoyed by all Year 7 students and our staff who 

attended. A very big thankyou to Mr Cattapan and Mr 

Barker for all their wonderful support in organising 

the event and to Mrs Barker, Ms Neophytou, Ms 

Michael, and Ms Duhandzija for their terrific work 

assisting the Year 7s through the Bruce Kingsbury 

unit in Humanities classes.  Also a very big thankyou 

to all of our 2/14th special guests and the staff 

and students from Kingsbury Primary School who 

continue to make this a special event on both  

schools’ calendars.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss your child’s progress please feel free to contact us at any time on 
9466 0900                                   

 Kind regards                     
Junior School Team

YR 8 FUTURE FOCUS DAY

All Year 8 students recently participated in our annual Yr 8 Future Focus Day on Monday 20th August where 

Careers Staff introduced them to the Managed Individual Pathway program (MIPS Online) that will track their 

career interests throughout their time at Reservoir High, along with completing numerous activities focused on 

careers and pathways. Students were also informed of their 2019 Yr 9 electives which needs to be discussed 

with parents /guardians and returned to the Junior school. 

On the day, students participated in a Headspace seminar based on positive coping strategies for dealing with 

stress and anxiety.  Special thanks to Mr Devine and Ms Gasbarro who coordinated the Careers sessions and 

Ms Lawless for her assistance with the Headspace session. 



Middle School Report 
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Term 3 continues on at breakneck speed. We have 

finished all course counselling and all Middle School 

students should now have entered their course / 

intentions for 2019.

Our year 10s heard from Darren Pereira on 

Wednesday August 29; he gave our students a final 

insight into how best choice to a pathway post- 

school.

We have had numerous excursions this term – trip 

to the Holocaust Museum, La Trobe University and 

Broadmeadows Courts just to name a few. We thank 

our teachers for giving us these wonderful and 

unique experiences.

Currently we have 8 year 9 students away on a 

Student Leadership camp at the Alpine School we 

have enjoyed receiving emails and photos of the 

students sharing their experiences.

As Semester 2 draws closer to the end It is important 

for parents and families to look ahead to parent / 

teacher interviews on Thursday September 21 from 

12.30 – 8.10pm. This will be the final chance for 

parents to hear from teachers re their child’s progress 

and likely result for end of year.

“Our year 10’s heard 
from Darren Pereira on 
Wednesday August 29; 
he gave our students 
a final insight into how 
best to choose a pathway 
post- school.”

Kind Regards
Middle School Team



Senior School Report
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Dear parents/guardians,

Term 3 is wrapping up quickly and there have been 

many highlights from the Senior School this term.

Early Term 3 we celebrated high achievements 

obtained in Semester 1 during the Principal Award 

Assembly for the year 11 students. Those students 

who received an award worked very hard during  

Semester 1 and have shown a true sense of resilience 

by continuing to give 100% to their schooling. 

“The VTAC application 
process is open and all 
students should create 
an account”

We also had many senior students shining in the 

production of ‘On with the Show’. All the cast and 

crew did a great job, however I was very impressed 

with the key performers Harley Duffy, Vivian Than, 

Daniel Aumont and Josh Fantone. These students 

performed remarkably well and did a great job of 

juggling VCE demands with Production demands. 

Well done to all. 

I’m hoping all year 12 students are thinking hard 

about what they want to do next year. The VTAC 

application process is open and all students should 

create an account and lodge an application to ensure 

they have a pathway open to them in 2019. Leaving 

high school is a big step; the support of teachers, 

coordinators and office managers watching over 

every step vanishes and the world as an adult learner 

quickly replaces it. However we are always here to 

help and support students if needed.

September 20 is parent teacher interviews for all 

year 11 students, I encourage all parents/guardians 

to speak to the teachers and obtain feedback on 

how Semester 2 is going and what improvements 

can be made. For year 12 VCE students, they will be  

andertaking a trial exam for English and EAL from 

9:00-12:15 and then in the afternoon do Further Maths 

(for year 11 and 12 students studying this subject) 

from 1:15-3:00. The trial exam is a compulsory task 

and must be attended by all students completing 

those subjects. The remainder unit 4 studies will have 

their trial exam(s) in the first week of Term 4.

As always, if you have any concerns or queries about 

Senior School students, please don’t hesitate to 

contact the school and speak to any of the senior 

school team. 

Kind Regards
Senio School Team
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 Pierre de Coubertin Award

PIERRE DE COUBERTIN AWARD RECIPIENT FOR 
2018 – ADA RAMOS-MORRIS

Named after the founder of the Modern Olympic 

Games, the Pierre de Coubertin Award recognises 

students who demonstrate academic excellence and 

sporting prowess whilst exemplifying the Olympic 

values. Each award recipient must participate in sport 

and display the Olympic values, in particular, good 

sportsmanship and leadership.

On Friday 22nd June, the Pierre de Coubertin 

recipients were invited to participate in an Olympic 

Academy at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, followed 

by an Awards Ceremony, which gave a unique 

opportunity for recipients to connect with Olympians 

and learn about the Olympic Movement.

Ada, and Antoinette who was also invited to attend 

the Awards Ceremony and Olympic Academy, had 

the opportunity to interact with Olympians, tour the 

National Sports Museum, meet and engage with 

like-minded students, and learn about the Olympic 

Movement and Australian Olympic Team values.

Both girls had such a fabulous day. What an 

experience!!!

Ada’s essay: “Which Olympic Athlete has been a role 
model to you and how?”  

Hidilyn Diaz is a Filipino Olympic athlete that has 

been a role model to me for most of my life. When 

Diaz competes she is always calm, composed and 

very humble. During her first Olympics, Diaz was the 

youngest competitor in her category but she didn’t 

let it affect her or push her down, she never let the 

score get to her head and always just tries her best. 

Diaz always  puts her belief in herself, God and in her 

abilities. She’s not afraid to push herself to the limit 

and to see how far she can go, she is a role model to 

me for all these reasons and theses are qualities that 

I admire. 

“The Pierre de Coubertin 
Award recognises students 
who demonstrate academic 

excellence and sporting 
prowess whilst exemplifying 

the Olympic values”.
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I look up to Hidilyn Diaz as, despite her upbringing, 

she never let it get in the way of her dreams, if 

anything, the poverty that she (and many people 

unfortunately face in the Philippines on a day to day 

basis) faced was one of her greatest motivations to 

do what she loved most: weightlifting. 

Hidilyn Diaz is a role model to me as she quite 

literally started from the bottom and used 

homemade barbells and equipment to personally 

train herself to become better and build herself up.

Diaz knew where she wanted to get to and how she 

could get there and so she did exactly that. She put 

in all her hard work, effort and her heart into trying to 

achieve her dreams. This is why she is a role model to 

me. She never gives up and she always keeps trying. 

Hidilyn Diaz makes me even more proud to be a 

Filipina and of Filipino descent.  

By Adalaida (Ada) Ramos-Morris 2018
       
 

Netball 
Victoria 
School 
Championship 
HEALTH AND PE NEWS

On Monday, August 13 our Intermediate Girls netball 

team participated in the 2018 Netball Victoria School 

Championships.

This was a fantastic tournament, giving our girls 

additional opportunities to be active and play 

competitive Netball to a very high standard.  Our girls, 

captained by Natasha Atkinson-Brown and Alaysia 

Bonney, represented Reservoir High extremely 

well. They displayed excellent team-work, skill 

development and determination. They did such a 

great job, despite battling some injuries, winning 

4 games out of 7 to finish in 5th place overall, out 

of 8 teams in our section and gained immense 

experience.

Many of our girls don’t play netball together outside 

of school, but definitely have immense talent, beating 

teams with fully developed netball programs, such as 

St Helena SC. Our girls should be very proud of how 

they conducted themselves. I know I was very proud 

of them all!!!

I’d like to thank all of the girls for such a fun filled day 

and Ms Rogneda for assisting on the day, Kathy Jones 

for supporting and Cassie Hoggins who umpired for 

our school.
Best tournament players overall: Tayla Hume (Yr 9), 
Natasha Atkinson-Brown (Yr 10) and Gabrielle Laguerre-

Aupaau (Yr 8)

Natasha Atkinson-Brown (C), Alaysia Bonney (VC – Inj), 
Abbey Kay, Tayla Hume, Eboney Jackson, Aaliyah Fesili, 
Chloe Shanahan, Rheannon Sharma, Gabrielle Laguerre-
Aupaau.

Toni Gray – Netball coach / Health and PE KLA Leader 
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Interschool 
Sport 
 

INTERMEDIATE BOYS BADMINTON

The Intermediate Boys Badminton went to MSAC for 

the State Badminton Finals with great success. They 

were competing against schools with Badminton 

Sports Academies, with ex Olympian coaches but still 

managed to make it to the semi-finals. Unfortunately 

they were beaten by Doncaster East Secondary in 

the semi-finals, finishing them 3rd in the state beating 

over 500 other schools which is such a significant 

achievement. Big thanks for the dedication of their 

coach Joseph Sirianni in conducting extensive 

amounts of training leading up to all the events.

 Our Year 10 Active Girls getting fit and healthy in our 
community doing Belly Dancing.

YEAR 10 ACTIVE GIRLS 

Our Year 10 Active Girls class have been enjoying a 

5-week fitness program at Reservoir Leisure Centre.

Activities have included boxing, yoga, spin class and 

belly dancing (featured in pictures) and Zumba is to 

come next week!!! Love seeing these girls engaged, 

having fun, building their self-confidence, whilst 

getting fit and healthy. Such a great group of girls!!

MS ZAHRA’S PET ROCKS 

“If you see us hanging ‘round,

Way up high or on the ground.

Please keep us in our place,

And don’t tell others where we’re found!!!

We’re the pet rocks of Rez High School,
An Outdoor Ed learning tool,

Maybe one day you’ll get to play,
But until then don’t break the rules.

Leave us as we lay,
Don’t pick our eyes or scratch our face,

Just keep us hidden away,
If you’re keen to geocache.”
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INTERMEDIATE 
BASKETBALL INTERSCHOOL 
TOURNAMENT – 
Darebin Division

On Monday, August 27th we took three teams of 

Intermediate basketballers to play in the Interschool 

Competition at Coburg.

We all had a great day, bonding and having fun. 

All students represented the school with pride 

and displayed excellent teamwork and respect 

throughout the whole tournament. It was great to see 

many students keen to participate and being active. 

The skill level displayed was of a high standard and it 

was great to see some students taking on leadership 

roles, such as Captain, Vice-captain and team 

management.

“Well done to all 
involved. You were a 
pleasure to train and it 
was great watching you 
all compete on the day.”

Our girls finished 5th overall and improved 

dramatically throughout the tournament.  Overall, our 

Boys finished 2nd, losing only to Northcote, who had 

three state players and were definite front runners. 

Our boys really showed resilience and determination 

to finish second, beating Thornbury in what was a 

very close game with lead changes right until the 

final siren. 

Well done to all involved. You were a pleasure to train 

and it was great watching you all compete on the day.

Mrs Gray and Ms Rogneda
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Thank you so much to those staff and students who made a huge effort to wear purple on Friday 31st!

Wear it Purple is a youth lead event that focuses on eliminating homophobic bullying in schools.

Statistics show that LGBTIQA+ students experience higher rates of bullying, harassment, school non-

attendance, mental illness and suicide.

Students who identify as, or have family members in this community feel safer, supported and respected when 

they see the flood of purple on this day.

You make a huge impact in their day to day lives, and you can learn about what it means to them on the 

C-Block windows, facing the canteen.

If you want to be a great friend and ally, feel free to come to RAH! (Reservoir Against Hate!) who meet every 

Tuesday lunch in F1!

Kind Regards,

Ms. Cathleen Zahra
Outdoor, Physical Education & Health Teacher

“Wear it Purple”

COMMUNITY 



$45

$65

$65

$65

QUALITY SHOES 
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

15 Goodyear Drive, Thomastown VIC 3074
P: 03 9466 4250

NEED A NEW PAIR OF SHOES? 
State Schools’ Relief now sells Student’s Choice 
school shoes and a range of uniform pieces

SSR shoes and uniforms can be purchased directly 
from The Premiere Group in Thomastown.

• State Schools’ Relief is committed to supporting the needs of 
Victorian government school students 

• Every dollar raised from the sale of our school shoes goes 
towards providing new school uniforms and footwear to students 
in need
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