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GREAT TO BE BACK

Despite being on Long Service Leave during Term 3,      

I hope that over the break you, like me, had time to set 

personal and academic goals for Term 4.  I wish you all 

well for a successful final term.

I would like to publicly thank, Ms Volpe, Mr Forbes, 

Ms Pizzey and Mr Irvin for taking on the vital roles of 

Principal, Assistant Principal, Junior School Leader 

and Year 7 Coordinator during my absence.  It has 

been terrific to return to work after teaching in 

Thailand (where I met up again with Paolo, Reservoir’s 

Sponsored student from the Lahu Orphanage Centre 

in Kae Noi, Northern Thailand) and touring Europe with 

my wife,  to see the school so full of enthusiasm and 

success.  Term 3 was full of highlights which I missed 

but watched from afar on Facebook and Twitter.   Well 

done to everyone involved in the The Production, 

The Science Show, The Tianjin Muzhai Chinese visit, 

Wakakkiri, Literacy Week and Grade 5 Debating.

Congratulations to Frances Abouu- Ghalioum upon  

becoming a finalist in the Victorian Training Awards and 

all of the other people and events which made Term 3 

so incredible.

HOLIDAYS JUST AROUND THE CORNER, BUT STILL 
MUCH MORE WORK TO BE DONE!

This term began very well with students and staff 

commencing eagerly in classrooms abuzz with 

enthusiastic learning.  Our Year 12 entered the term 

with dedication and goals firmly set for life beyond 

secondary school.  Their last few weeks saw practice 

exams and revision as the focus of their attention 

as well as apprenticeships and post-secondary 

employment being secured and celebrated.  Of 

course this term will also have exams for students in 

Years 9, 10 and 11.

“The final week for 
our 2017 Year 12 was 
celebrated and enjoyed 
by all.”

The final week for our 2017 Year 12 was celebrated 

and enjoyed by all. The Year 12 Final Assembly was 

a joyous occasion with brilliant speeches from our 

School Captains and beautiful music to boot, as well 
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as celebratory awards for a large number of students 

across the school.  This year’s Year 12 students have 

been a pleasure to get to know and work with.  Our 

School Captains Sunny, Simone, Sara and Tien have 

been fantastic Reservior High School Captains and 

ambassadors.  They have represented their school 

extraordinarily well and have further developed the 

positive Reservoir High reputation beyond the front 

gates and into the community surrounding the school.

 

It was a delight to see our Year 12’s dress up on their 

Celebration Day, entertaining the entire school as well 

as seeing the Senior School staff and I participating in 

the flavour of the day by outrageously joining in with 

all the fun.

YEAR 12 GRADUATION EVENING

This year was the very first evening Graduation in 

our Performing Arts Centre.  It was a very dignified, 

thoughtful and moving ceremony for the students, 

parents, friends and staff.  The capacity crowd were 

welcomed by our School Captains, who each gave 

a very wonderful account of their time at Reservoir 

High.  I have included some of the speeches below 

for you to enjoy. One highlight for me was the 

recognition they gave to the staff who had taught 

them since Year 7 through to Year 12 and also the 

special bond that they had developed with our new 

Senior School Leader – Mr Ken Sinderberry.  

Tim Mandilas has been a student at Reservoir High 

since he arrived in Year 7 from Preston Primary 

School.  Tim has always been a very calm and 

dedicated member of our school community.  He is 

respected and valued by his peers and  was chosen 

by them to provide this years valedictory speech 

which he read at our Year 12 Graduation.  I invite you 

to read his account of his time at Reservoir High. (On 
the next page)

It was great to then share a supper with our students 

and their families, while portrait photographs were 

being taken by our professional photographic 

company Hikari Photography.
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Good evening parents, teachers, and students. My 
name is Tim, and I am part of the graduating class of 
2017. 

Tonight, we have become Reservoir High School 
graduates, and it is important now that we celebrate 
our triumphs, our achievements, our victories - both 
individually and as a school - and the journey on which 
we have all embarked toward our future destinations.  

My fellow graduates. Over the last six years here 
at Reservoir High School, we have learnt a lot. Ms 
Vassis and fellow maths teachers taught us flawless 
arithmetic technique. Mr. Ripoli and the year 12 
English teachers taught us how to perfect our written 
expression. And Mr.Trajkovic, reminded us to leave our 
excuses at the door. 
And all this knowledge will no doubt be valuable as we 
go forward in life. But I think that the most important 
thing that we have learned over the last six years is to 
be respectable and diligent young adults. 

Each of us has had our own unique experiences at 
Reservoir High; a combination of good times and bad 
times, times of laughter and of joy, times of school 
spirit, and of course, times where we all pretend to do 
work when Mr Jessup came around with a tour group 
of prospective students. 
Graduation marks the end of yet another extraordinary 
chapter in our lives. With this chapter closed, I am 
certain that many of us are already anxious about 
starting the next one, because, unlike our English 
novels, we cannot skip through the pages of life to see 
what's coming next.  

We all have our own book of life that has not yet been 
written, and every day that passes is another page we 
write in ourselves. However, as Reservoir High School 
students, we have been given all the paper and ink we 
need to write our own stories. And with the love and 
support of our families, friends, teachers and fellow 
graduates, our stories will become best sellers.

High School was, at first, a daunting experience for 
many people, who entered with little to no friends. 
Thankfully, for me, I came to Reservoir High with a 
small group of primary school mates, people who I now 
consider to be some of my dearest friends. You know 

who you are. However, during our time at Reservoir, 
we have all met so many new people, made lasting 
friendships, lived through lifelong memories, and 
added many new members to our packs. And I’m sure 
we can agree that waking up on Monday morning was 
always a drain, but knowing that the rest of our pack 
was at school waiting for us made it all a little easier. 
So, as we all begin writing our next chapter, let us 
all remember that sense of family that helped us get 
through Monday morning classes, and, in essence, our 
high school years. 

Ever since we were children, we have been told that 
we needed to have a plan for our future, but I think it 
is important that we all recognise that this plan will 
not suddenly unfold one day down the road. No, in 
fact, our future, has already begun. Every lesson I learn 
today can be applied tomorrow, and this is the lesson 
I would like to share with all of you. Treat everyday as 
a new learning experience, and another opportunity to 
grow as an individual. 

“They say, give a man a 
fish, and he will be full for 
the day, but teach a man 
to fish, and he will never 
be hungry again.”

We must all recognise that the life lessons we have 
gained from Reservoir High will assist us in achieving 
future goals of personal and professional success. I 
think it is important, for this reason, to remember the 
advice my grandfather has always given me; to respect 
people, but most importantly respect your parents and 
yourself. For the people that do good things for you, do 
the same back. I’ve always been told to remember this 
Alexander the Great quote: “I am indebted to my father 
for living, but to my teacher for living well.” And it is 
for this, that we, as graduates, owe a large portion of 
our scholastic and academic achievement to our school 
and educators.  

Finally, I would like to acknowledge those who have 
facilitated the success of our cohort. Thank you family 
and friends for being here with us tonight, but more 

Tim Mandilas - Valedictory Speech



importantly, thank you parents for being our coaches; 
thank you friends for being our teammates; and 
thank you teachers and administrators for being our 
mentors. I would also like to personally thank Mr Mark 
Jessup, our Principal, for the amazing moral support 
and advice he has given to us as students that have 
grown mentally throughout our high school years. 
Ms Lea Volpe, our Vice Principal, has been with us 
right since the start of our journey as Year 7s, and 
stands with us today as we depart. I would like to 
also thank her for her ongoing support and assistance 
throughout the years.  Mr Ken Sinderberry, our year 
12 coordinator, has provided us with a great amount 
of encouragement and guidance as his first year 12 
cohort at Reservoir High School. Sir, we can honestly 
say you are the best year 12 coordinator we have ever 
had. Finally, I would like to thank Ms Lorraine Cross, 
every year 12’s best friend, for her love, care… and 
tolerance. 
There are also many other teachers I would like to 
thank for their relentless support and assistance, but 
the list is simply too long, so I would like to give a 
big thank you, on behalf of all the graduating year 
12s, to all the teachers that have helped us prosper 
over the course of our high school lives. Once again, 
congratulations to the graduating class of 2017.I will 
now leave you all with a piece of proverbial wisdom;
They say, give a man a fish, and he will be full for the 
day, but teach a man to fish, and he will never be 
hungry again. 

We must understand that the ability to work for 
ourselves is of greater benefit than a one-off handout. 
Let us all leave this ceremony tonight ready to show 
the world that Reservoir High School graduates will 
stop at nothing to achieve greatness.

Thank you. 
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I heard about our Wakakirri State Champion success 

whilst overseas and now we have gone even further 

than this and been recognised for our superb storyline 

in the National Wakakirri Awards.  Our success is indeed 

a testament to the endless hours of work demonstrated 

by both students and staff over term two and three 

and it is this recognition which gives the entire school 

such a heart-warming feeling when we see the piece 

performed on stage or in film.  The storyline of the piece 

is so close to home and represents the journey of one of 

our student’s family many years ago.

WAKAKIRRI CHAMPIONS

Reservoir High was nominated and on 

Friday evening won the Renovation/

Modernisation Under $2M.  We were 

thrilled to be invited to the ceremony 

with Brand Architects. Please read the 

Jury Citation in regards to this project. 

I would lik to once again thank Scott 

Tanner our Business Manager who 

lived and breathed this project during 

its creation and refinement, and 

continues to work on completing the 

fiddly bits which are always the last 

to get finished in any large project.  

Anyone who has had an extension at 

home can relate to this – how about a 

project under $2M

This award is primarily a Brand 

Architects Award in terms of the build, 

but the heart and soul of the building 

was very much a Scott Tanner creation 

as he held everyone to account and 

managed the project throughout.

VICTORIAN CHAPTER 
OUTSTANDING LEARNING ENVIRONMENT AWARDS

Mark Jessup 
Principal, Reservoir High

Email: jessup.mark.m@edumail.vic.gov.au

JURY CITATION

Project: Brady Hall Redevelopment, Reservoir High School Brand     

   Architects

Category: Winner, Renovation /Modernisation Under $2M

Reservoir High had a strong vision to redevelop their old school hall into a 

state of the art contemporary  arts facility that could reinvigorate the school’s 

performing arts curriculum as well as deliver an arts facility that could be shared 

with the wider community. They have succesfulky delivered on this vision.

The versatility of the building design is apparent, in abundance, with provision 

of a high quality performing arts space for over 300 students, teaching space, 

expanded dance studio, school examination spaces and a gymnasium. 

The effective integration of teaching and performance space provides for 

comfortable and engaging learning areas. The judging panel was impressed 

that the school, architect, contractor and specialist audio-visual consultant 

collaborated to deliver state of the art functionality of lighting and sound 

throughout the performance  area to make the facility suitable and appealing for 

both school and community performances. The use of strong primary colours 

balanced against the black box of the auditorium and the grey and white palette 

of the exterior and interior finishes makes for a dramatic effect. The overall effect 

of this refurbished hall gives a very strong sense that the facility will enable 

the school to become leaders in performing arts in the future.

With a relatively small budget. Brand Architects have successfully 

reused 80% of the existing building, maximised opportunities for natural 

ventilation and lighting and delivered an impressive performing arts 

facility that both the school and wider community can feel proud of and 

enjoy for many years to come. 
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TERM 4 INTERIM REPORTS

Term 4 Interim reports will be made available 

through Compass shortly and we encourage all 

parents and guardians to read through the report 

with your child. If you are experiencing difficulties 

accessing your child’s report, please contact Mrs 

Tammy Baines on 9466 0900, otherwise students 

can log in to their compass portal and bring up 

the report themselves. All staff will be completing 

Semester 2 reports in coming weeks and it is 

very important that students ensure all work and 

assessment tasks are completed and submitted.  

Parents can contact staff at any time for clarification 

or feedback. 

YEAR 7 NEWS

Congratulations to all Year 7 students for their 

fantastic participation in PIT Gymnastics so far this 

term. Students have been enjoying the facilities 

and equipment of PIT Gymnastics in Mill Park 

and enjoying the opportunity to use all of the 

trampolines, beams, bars, rings, ropes and other 

equipment on offer. Well done to all!

Students have also enjoyed the opportunity offered 

by La Trobe University to explore the campus and 

take part in activities in recent weeks. We have a 

great relationship with La Trobe through our school 

partnership and we have appreciated the opportunity 

for our Junior students to visit La Trobe. 

“Students have also 
enjoyed the opportunity 
offered by La Trobe 
University to explore the 
campus and take part 
in activities in recent 
weeks.”

Thank you also to Mr Sirianni who organised a 

wonderful Italian incursion early in the term – it was 

enjoyed by all and the interactive activities were 

definitely entertaining!  
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Kind regards 
Junior School Team

Mr Darry Forbes – Junior School Leader
Ms Ros Pizzey – Year 8 Coordinator 

Mrs Tammy Baines –Sub School Office Manager 

YEAR 8 NEWS

The Year 8’s have been very busy this term. All students 

were able to experience what university life was 

like for a day and we thank La Trobe University for 

hosting our students. Students were able to play with 

robots, undertake bridge building in the engineering 

department and create a motorised robot to follow the 

light on their mobile phones!! 

Italian classes visited the Italian museum in Carlton 

and then followed this with a traditional Italian lunch 

of pizza and gelati. Students have also been involved 

in a number of interschool sporting competitions such 

as volleyball and indoor soccer. Congratulations to all 

students on their participation and great sportsmanship.

On November 28th all Year 8 students will have the 

opportunity to attend Watermarc to build on the 

swimming skills learnt in Physical Education and to join 

together for the last time in the Junior School for some 

team building and fun sporting activities. It is hard to 

believe that it is nearly time for them to move on to the 

Middle School!

YEAR 7 & 8 STUDENT OF THE MONTH – SEPTEMBER / 
OCTOBER

Congratulations to the following students who were 

awarded Yr 7 & 8 Student of Month recipients for 

September / October.  Thank you to all staff who 

nominated.

7A – Melina Izadikia, Sarah Tripkou & Jackson Zhang                         
7B – Isabella Formosa, Nicholas Kirac & Isabella Mariani                    
7C-  Aiyesha Ahmed, Charlie Dooley & Shallee Dyson                         
7D- Oscar Chen, Jasmine Nguyen, Jade Perry, Vitale Tootoo,    
        Cindy Vu      
7E- Zac Cliffe, Mia Newitt, Balkaran Singh                                                   
7F – Tyler Bowman, Blake Nash                                                                  

8A – Wakil Abir, Adey Mohamed, Nhu Pham
8B – Andy Li, Jordyn Lacey, Jasmine Vo                                                    
8C – Sanad Sagar and Jasmine Carlyon Clark                                            
8D – Nikhil George, Matthew Vo, Rachel Goh          
8E – Nikita Milkic, Brian Perkins                                                                

Please contact the Junior school at any time should you 

have any concerns, feedback or queries.
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Kind Regards,

Middle School Team 

Nick Vass – Middle School Leader 

Elaine Guerra – Year 9 Coordinator

Tammy Di Marco - Sub School Office Manager

YEAR 9 AND 10 EXAMS

All Middle School students have exams at the end of 

the year in ALL subjects. Exams will be 90 minutes in 

length and held in the Performing Arts Centre.

Today all students were given a hard copy of the 

exam timetable and I ask families to refer to this to 

see when your child has exams to support them.

Year 10 exams: Week 7 - November 22 – 24

Year 9 exams:  Week 8 - November 29 – December 1

JUMPSTART PROGRAM

Year 10’s have Jumpstart from Monday November 27 

– November 30, which is the last official day for year 

10’s.

Year 9’s have Jumpstart from Wednesday December 

6 – Friday December 8th which is the last official day 

for year 9’s.

Year 10 Formal – Friday 
December 1st at Emerald 
Receptions

Still a chance for Year 10’s to secure a place for 

this fantastic event. If your child is in Year 10 and is 

interested in going, this fully supervised event is 

always well supported by staff  and students and is 

a terrific celebration of our time together not only in 

Middle School but also Junior School.

Three course meal / DJ and awards.

Please pay at the front office - $72 
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On Thursday 26th October, the Australian 

Defence Forces came to our Careers Café 

lunchtime information session to speak to 

interested students about a career with the 

defence forces. We were fortunate enough 

to have Leading Seaman Blair Smith from 

the Navy and Sargent James Greenhill from 

the Airforce arrive in uniform to explain their 

journeys and experiences with the forces. 

The students present asked some very 

thoughtful questions about military life 

and how to join the defence forces and 

by doing so were able to win some great 

prizes during the session. The session 

was very informative and I am sure, very 

inspiring to some of the students who 

aspire to enlist in the military services in the 

future.

Mrs Gasbarro - Careers

Australian Defence Force  - Visits Reservoi High 

DEAR PARENTS AND GUARDIANS, 

We are excited to announce that we will be holding 

our Semester Two Music Concert in the Reservoir High 

Performing Arts Centre on Thursday December 7th 

(2017).

The concert will showcase an assortment of acts from 

our Instrumental teachers’ ensembles and classroom 

music students.  The evening will be filled with fantastic 

music and will give the students an opportunity to feel 

pride in what they have been working towards. We will 

also have a CD that our students have recorded in a 

professional studio!

We ask students to be in full uniform for daytime 

rehearsals and dress in appropriate attire for the evening 

(Black and White for musicians).

The performances start at 7:00 pm and we would like 

all musicians to be at the venue at 6:30 pm. We are 

hoping to finish the evening by 9:00pm (With a 20 minute 

interval and light refreshments included). Tickets will be 

available through the internet at TryBooking. To ensure 

that you have a seat, please book prior to the evening. 

Cost is $5 for students/concession and $10 for Adults 

(performers free).  $25 for Family of 2 Adults and 2 

children

If you have any other questions please ring the 

school on 9466 0900 or send an email to Mr Bayley.  

Please note - parent/guardian consent is not 

required for this event.

We look forward to seeing you on the night!

Rohan Bayley (Music department)
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Senior School Report
CELEBRATIONS – GRADUATIONS – EXAMS

What a big Term 4 we’ve already had at Reservoir 

High in the Senior School. Sadly but fondly we’ve 

said goodbye to the Year 12 students with a fantastic 

whole school assembly on Monday October 23 

and then on Tuesday the students enjoyed their 

celebration morning with some awesome costumes 

(Ms Cross and Ms Rossini were well impersonated). 

Then on Wednesday October 25 we had the first 

Graduation Evening and it was a pleasure to see so 

many students and parents celebrating the end of 13 

years of schooling. The Graduation Evening went very 

well and there were some very heartfelt speeches 

made, especially by Tim Mandilas who presented 

the Valedictory speech and did a fantastic job. All 

students have done well to get to this point and it 

was wonderful to present some students with awards 

whether it was academic acknowledgement, sporting 

success or extra-curricular recognition.  We also had 

two fantastic performing arts presentation. Damian 

Seddon performed his dance solo piece and Lawra 

Alkalame sang beautifully. 

The exams have commenced and are going along 

really well so far. To date we’ve had the English, 

EAL, Psychology, Biology, Further Maths Exam 1and 

Business Management exams. The students have 

left these exams feeling positive which is always a 

really good sign. 

The Year 11 students are starting to wind up soon 

with classes finishing on November 14 and their 

exams starting from November 15-17. Their jumpstart 

will begin on Monday November 20 and run till 

Friday November 24, which will be their last day at 

RHS for 2017. It is important they attend all days of 

jumpstart as they will be starting their 2018 Year 

12 courses and be provided with homework to be 

completed over the summer to give them the best 

start to 2018. On Friday November 17 the order form 

for their 2018 English texts are due in and collection 

will take place Tuesday November 21 during 

lunchtime. It’s crucial all English students read their 

texts prior to the start of the school year to give them 

the best chance.
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    Monday 20 to Friday 24 -Year 11 - 12     
  Jumpstart  

    Term 4

         Wednesday 15 November -Year 11 Exams

         Friday 24  November - Last day for Yr 11

 

Important
Dates

Kind Regards,
Senior School Team

Lorraine Cross – Sub School Office Manager
Nina Rossini – Year 11 Coordinator

Ken Sinderberry – Senior School  Leader
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Week 8 of Term 3 was Literacy Week. The staff of 

Reservoir High School had planned a fun activity for 

every day from Monday to Friday.

There was a “Who am I?” in the library of famous authors 

where contestants had to match the author with the 

details, from J.K. Rowling to Roald Dahl. There was a 

Spelling Bee for Years 7 & 8 and a selection of English 

word games to play, where snacks were provided.

“On Wednesday narrator 
Stig Wemyss came to talk 

about narrating audio 
books.”

He read a chapter from the “Just” series, written by Andy 

Griffiths and demonstrated his selection of voices. He 

was hilarious and a little bit strange the way he sprayed 

the students with water and asked people to tackle him 

to the floor.

Friday was the Writing Master Class where a selection 

of students learnt how to edit, understand and write 

amazing short stories. It was great to see the students 

improve over the three periods

But the fun wasn’t just for the students, the teachers 

participated in a lot of the games for the greatest prize 

of all… chocolate!

The students are very thankful for a fun and exciting 

week of reading and writing at Reservoir High.

Hugo Stevens 7D

       Literacy Week Wrap-Up
             

CATHERINE DEVENY VISIT

When Catherine Deveny came to our school, I kind 

of didn’t know what to expect because, while we’d 

had other guest visitors, we’d never had a published 

author come and talk to us. I really thought it was 

going to be just another normal presentation or 

speech because usually we had interesting visitors, 

but they all talked about similar topics. But nope, she 

proved me wrong. 

The first surprise was that she was an ex-student 

from Reservoir High. It was satisfying to know that 

a student who’d had dyslexia and struggled with 

school and teachers telling her she wasn’t good 

enough, was now an author with over 8 books and 

more on the way! 

Another thing that kept Catherine Deveny’s speech 

interesting was her loud and happy voice that made 

sure everyone heard. She stayed upbeat throughout, 

even when she was talking about the difficulties 

she had to face as a teenager. It opened my eyes 

to bigger problems and made me want to be more 

productive and not as lazy. 

What’s more, she didn’t talk like any of the adults 

that I knew, but in a good way. Everything she said, 

from agreeing that kids should be on gadgets more, 

to making a point that she hadn’t needed to read 

a lot to become a successful author. Her views on 

certain subjects such as school and success were 

mentioned many times, as she talked about some of 



Reservoir High Newsletter  |   Term 4, Issue 7 Page 15  LITERACY REPORT

her positive and negative experiences throughout her 

high school years and beyond.

Catherine Deveny set some things straight, like if we 

really wanted something and it was worth it in our 

eyes, then we should go for it. Listening to her talk and 

watching her pace back and forth across the stage 

made it all the more real that if someone is willing to put 

in years of time and effort into to something they aspire 

to achieve, then they will eventually get there. 

Even though I do not know her personally, I can say that 

I’m proud of her accomplishments and I’m happy with 

the tips she gave us. She mentioned a website that is 

meant to help you get your ideas out and to write more, 

which could be useful in the future. 

Catherine Deveny’s visit was something that our year 

level needed, and even if most students will probably 

not remember everything, they got a reminder to work 

hard. I needed the pep talk that she gave, talking about 

believing in yourself and your capability. So, in a way, 

she reassured me that life after high school isn’t as scary 

and undetermined as I’d thought it would be. 

I would love if Catherine Deveny came to visit our school 

again and I really want to read one of her books. Overall, 

I’m just grateful that hardworking people like her can 

come to our school and talk to us, so that we have an 

insight into the things going on in the world outside of 

our own. That type of advice can really help in certain 

situations where you may not have known what to do 

otherwise.

Malaika Khan  9A EAL

THE GREAT RESERVOIR HIGH SPELLING BEE

I had just begun my time at Reservoir High and 2 weeks 

later my English teacher Mr. Sinderberry held a class 

Spelling Bee. He explained it was to choose a class 

representative for The Great Reservoir High Spelling 

Bee to be held during Literacy Week. 

At first I thought this was going to be easy as pie, but 

as the words got harder, figuring out the letters to 

match the sounds became more of a challenge and 

my memory was put to the test when Sir asked me 

to spell the word “encourage”. I thought about it for a 

little and because I wanted to get it right, I mouthed 

the letters “I-N-C-O-U-R-A-G-E”. Then a second later 

Mr. Sinderberry explained that I should have used an 

“E” instead of “I”, and afterwards someone else was 

announced the winner to represent 8E in the Spelling 

Bee.

It was English class the day before the Spelling Bee 

and the class representative had not been at school 

for a while. Mr. Sinderberry asked me if I wanted to fill 

in. With slight shock, I said yes. 

The day of the Spelling Bee had finally arrived. I got 

to the room and I sat down quietly as the year 7s 

were having their turn. The winner was Casey Diep 

from 7D. 

“The Great Reservoir High 
Spelling Bee was fun and 
I will definitely be in it 
again!

Before I knew it, it was the Year 8’s turn. After some 

time, I eventually got to my final word. All of the 

words before this one were easy, but all of a sudden 

they felt hard. Mr. Ripoli asked me to spell the 

word “impeccable”. I sat their thinking for a minute. 

I then asked for a definition, but after that I had to 

try and spell it. I spelt it “I-M-P-E-C-K-A-B-L-E”. 

“Unfortunately, that is not correct,” he said. I was 

angry with myself because I knew I was wrong once 

I thought about it. After a minute the winner was 

eventually announced: Ibrahim Brahim Si Ali from 8A 

(and now in 8D). I congratulated the winner, but I was 

happy at least that I had made it to the final.

The Great Reservoir High Spelling Bee was fun and I 

will definitely be in it again!

Rafael Garcia 8E
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LITERACY WEEK ‘KAHOOT’ QUIZ

A number of students (Alaysia Bonney, Abbey Kay & 

Rheannon Sharma), as well as myself from the Year 9 

Advance class were given the opportunity to create an 

electronic quiz for Literacy Week. It was our project to 

bring this ‘Kahoot’ quiz to the attention of students. We also 

wanted to support Literacy Week and give everyone from 

our school the opportunity to show their knowledge and 

partake in the experience. 

The quiz included questions about authors, novels, 

grammar and spelling. A lot of people took part in the 

activity on Friday 8th September. Everyone performed 

really well in the quiz. Three winners were chosen and 

they were given prizes. The winners were: Nikhil George 

in 8D (1st Prize); Olivia Moyses in 9D (2nd prize) and Maia 

Goldstein in 7E (3rd prize). Also, everyone who took part in 

the quiz got a certificate of participation. 

“Literacy Week should be 
celebrated by everyone in 
our institution, as literacy is 
a fundamental part of our 
learning.” 

I am very honoured to take part in organising an activity 

at our school and I would like to help our school learn the 

importance of literacy week in the coming years.

Rithu Arun 9D

1ST PRIZE    -    LETTER TO MY (FUTURE) ADULT SELF 
                                                 Amber Robertson 10D

Dear Amber, 

To write this letter, I’ve had to sit down and really think 

about what I want to say. 

Life has been inequitable. I’ve gone through events in my 

life that have forced me to grow up, much earlier than is 

expected. Yet, I wouldn’t change a thing, because those 

events transformed me into the person I am today. And I'm 

happy with who I am.

One thing I've always valued in myself, is my ability to get 

things done, despite the obstacles in my way, and I hope 

that you can confidently say the same. I also hope you can 

say that you hung onto your morals, and the lessons you 

were taught, and that you made the effort to share them 

with others.

The thing is, you are always going to have things stopping 

you from achieving your best. At the end of the day it’s up to 

you to stand up and fight for what you want. And when you 

fall down, remember your 15 year old self, and remember 

the people you love, and you'll find the strength to stand 

back up.

I hope that you got to where you wanted to be, and you had 

fun along the way. I grew up too early and I wish I could 

change that, but just because you're an adult does not 

mean that you can't let your hair down and be a kid every 

now and then. What's life, if not fun? I hope you've smiled 

so much that you have smile lines, and I hope that when 

someone asks what you are like, they laugh and say, “She is 

never not smiling.”

One of the most important things I hope that you have 

done is reconnect with family. It's always been something 

I care deeply about and I've always dreamt about having 

my whole family in one place, without arguments breaking 

out. I have always vowed to be the one to do that, so I really 

hope you did. Family is one of the most important things in 

the world and people often forget that. No matter what has 

or will be done, always forgive and forget because life's too 

short to hold onto petty things.

I hope you haven't lost sight of the most valuable things 

in life. I’ve learnt that material things don't matter and are 

small in comparison to things you can't hold in your hand, or 

wear, or style. Material things can always be lost, and I hope 

that if you ever get into a situation where you lose these 

things, you remember that you still have the most important 

things such as happiness, family and love.

Make the most of life. You still have a long one ahead of you. 
Love, Amber
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2ND PRIZE     -     LETTER TO MY (FUTURE) ADULT SELF

                                                                                      Corey Chan 8D 

Dear future self,

Hi it’s me. Yes, you. From 30 years ago. Time flies doesn’t 

it? I’m sure you don’t remember why you wrote this 

letter for yourself. And I am most definitely sure that you 

don’t know why you’ve bothered to keep this (trust me, 

I know you, or… us). Yet still, I know you will hold on to 

this, because that’s just how we are. Determined. Writing 

this, I can’t even imagine where your our life is at the 

moment. After all, 30 years is a hell of a long time, isn’t 

it? 

Ok, now I need to be serious. There are a few things I 

need to tell you, and the first of those things is; always 

believe in yourself. And I don’t just mean you as in us. 

I mean you as in who I am in 30 years. I have always 

believed that in the future (or now for you) that I would 

always make the right choices and do the right things. 

If we landed a successful job you’d be generous and 

donate to lots of charities. You would do what makes 

you happy. As a child we were always told we could 

do anything if we put our mind to it, remember? Well, 

those people aren’t wrong. As of now I want to become 

a programmer but by the time I am you we might have 

other aspirations.

My final piece of advice is; never forget who you are. 

Yeah, I know this is the most cliché piece of advice ever 

but nonetheless, it is by far the most important. I only 

say this because, I don’t know where I’ll be in the future 

and thinking about it is unnerving. Remember what I 

said at the start of the letter? Saying how I knew you 

would keep this because I know us? I said that because 

no one and I mean no one, knows us better than we do. 

Just as no one knows you better than you do. Because 

even as I change into you, I am still going to be me. Did 

you get that? I hope you did, because I can’t find a less 

confusing way to say that for the life of me.

Well that’s it. That’s all I have to say. Though, there is 

one more thing I ask of you. Just… don’t get yourself 

killed. Trust me, death is far too overrated. Live long and 

prosper as they say. Oh, and say hi to my kids for me 

(you know, if we have any). See you in 30 years, Chump.

Yours faithfully,
 14 year-old you.

3RD PRIZE - LETTER TO MY (FUTURE) ADULT SELF 

                                                               Yoedhzer Nidup 7A EAL

Dear Yoedhzer,

Are you eating noodles? Or are you trying to cook? Don’t 

blow up the house or poison your kids! You were never 

really good at cooking without making a mess, but you kept 

trying. Remember, when you decided to cook pancakes 

for the family and they turned out so salty that you had to 

throw everything out. You were sadly, trying to get over the 

fact that all those 2 hours of your energy were wasted. Sad 

life. Do you still eat while reading a book? You used to do 

that all the time and you were such a bookworm. Everyone 

used to wonder how you could read an entire book so fast. 

Omg, that means… you are one of those humans with super 

powers. Oh wait, if you have super powers… aren’t you an 

alien or an abnormal human?

Okay seriously, after all those school years of being a 

goodie-goodie, I hope you didn’t mess up or did something 

bad that you regret now. Remember, the quote: “Take risks 

but don’t do something your brother would do.” Where is 

your brother? Probably in Brazil, playing soccer for a team. 

It’s weird, calling my brother “your brother” because we 

have the same brother. I feel really weird talking to myself.

Omg, remember your two friends from 7A? Nhu and 

Melina or should I call them “the potatoes.” You used to like 

“Macaroni and cheese”, Nhu used to like “Watermelon” and 

Melina used to like “Green”. I hope you haven’t forgotten 

the code names! You always told jokes and made “the 

potatoes” laugh but sometimes, you would be the only one 

who laughed at your jokes. Sad life!

What are you doing as a job? Have you accomplished 

your dream to donate to those people who have no food 

or shelter? You never really had a career goal. You always 

changed it, like one minute you would want to be a 

“Lawyer” and the next minute you wanted to be a “Tennis 

player.” When everyone asked you what you wanted to be 

when you grew up, you always made up things.

I hope you didn’t spill water on this letter because 

remember, you always spilt stuff on things and acted 

innocent. Just write back and promise me, you will not 

speak or do something before you take a long look at 

yourself today  

Love, Yoedhzer
 (Your annoying, weird, bookworm, younger self)
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Last Thursday some year nine students, including me, went 

to the Reach Foundation Headquarters. It was a lovely 

day with all of the year nines from other schools and also 

the Reach team. When we walked into the building the 

program had already started and there were some games 

going on with a cash prize on offer. After that, the Reach 

team guided us to our seats. The show started with a short 

talk about the Reach foundation’s history and it continued 

with people talking about their lives and how they handled 

different problems during their life.

My favourite part of the day was when two people from 

the Reach team told us to close our eyes and listen to 

what they were saying. In those 7 minutes of them talking, 

they explained how fast any person’s life can end and how 

easily you can be forgotten. The moral of that story was so 

strong, that it made me think about myself. How am I going 

to be remembered? How do I want to be remembered? I 

never tried to be a person that I wanted to be remembered 

by others. What the Reach team was trying to say was how 

to stop thinking about others and actually start thinking 

about yourself, because one day no one actually knows 

when, your life will end and it will just be memories of what 

you have accomplished, that will remain. That part of the 

day was a reminder for me to try to be a better person 

every day; to be myself but also be someone other people 

will look up to and aspire to be.

There were around five hundred students, and each 

student had a different story that was hiding behind their 

smiles every day, but the Reach team tried its best to make 

students see that their problems are not their weakness, 

and they can take something positive out of their hardships 

and life experiences.

Heroes Day was an amazing opportunity for me to hear 

things that I usually didn’t have the opportunity to hear. 

Their work with young people, like us, was fantastic and 

I loved every single moment that I spent there. It really 

opened my eyes to problems that even though I don’t 

have to face, it made me see people who did face them 

differently. Overall, I’m very happy that I went there, and I 

got to spend time with inspiring people.

Helia 

Hero’s Day 
14/9/17

Congratulations to the cast and crew of Outer Urban 

Projects’ show VESSEL presented by Arts Centre 

Melbourne. VESSEL premiered in September 2017 

and is a dance theatre work about what it means 

to give birth and where and what you are born into. 

VESSEL received a Melbourne Fringe Award for 

Innovation in Culturally Diverse Practice supported 

by Multicultural Arts Victoria. The season included 

7 packed shows to local northern, arts and school 

audiences and featured Year 12 students, Simone 

Etheve, Damian Seddon & Tehyali Malone and former 

year 12 graduate, Victoria Canning.

Outer Urban Projects offers free dance workshops 

in the Performing Arts Centre throughout the year 

for young people aged 12+.  For more info visit www.

outerurbanprojects.org

THE AWARD COMES UNDER THE ARTIST 
DEVELOPMENT CATEGORY

NAME OF AWARD: 

“Innovation in Culturally Diverse 
Practice”
Supported by Multicultural Arts Victoria

VESSEL

Vessel

Ms Heather Wilson
Art Coordinator
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 NMR ATHLETICS

“We had a fantastic athletics squad this year, who 

performed to the best of their ability and were 

able to move on to the next level of competition. 

Congratulations to Nouri Khalil, Tehyali Malone and 

Antoinette Fordjour, who achieved places at this high 

level and thank you all for representing our school with 

such professionalism.”

State Athletics

 VOLLEYBALL

The Yr 8 girls volleyball team played in the division finals 

today at the Darebin YMCA. The girls played Eltham, 

Thomastown and Hume Central who were all very 

strong opposition. Our girls did themselves and our 

school proud.  Well done girls!! 

SOCCER

SOCCER

 

Congratulations to the boy and girls Intermediate 

futsal teams for their continued training and efforts to 

get through to the end of the NMR championships. 

Watching your team work, passion and hard work was a 

pleasure! Better luck next year!” 
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Tuesday the 19th of September was our annual 

Health & PE Day celebrations, where the PE 

department remind our school community of what 

it takes to really be healthy! Our focus this year 

is hydration! Especially leading up to the warmer 

months, it is important that students have a bottle 

of water with them throughout the day and try to 

consume approximately 2L/4 bottles/8 glasses of 

water per day, whilst trying to cut out sugary drinks 

like soft drinks, sports drinks, iced teas and flavoured 

milk. If your water gets a bit lame, you can add 1tsp 

of sugar, a squeeze of lemon, lime or orange or even 

1tsp of honey! These are much better than the 10+ 

tsp of sugar found in bottled drinks. The annual Staff 

VS Student Volleyball game was a hit, with teachers 

again securing the win!! (We told you we trained for 

it!) We were also pleased to welcome Jetts Gym 

and Latitude who had activities and give aways for 

our students. Mr Todarovski ran another incredible 

free fruit stall and students enjoyed a variety of 

games, including table tennis, soccer, basketball and 

badminton. 

We hope you had as much fun as we did!

Health and PE Day 2017!

Ms. Cathleen Zahra - Outdoor, Physical Education, Health & 
English Teacher


