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As Term 3 is coming to an end it is time to reflect and 

look at all of the wonderful events that have occurred 

over the last few weeks, It has been very hectic to say 

the least, but all very positive. Never a dull moment at 

Reservoir High.

PRODUCTION

What an event!!! As the Acting Principal I was 

extremely proud to see our students perform. They 

were outstanding. I am always amazed by the talent 

of our students and they had the whole audience 

engaged for over 2 hours. The Commedia Dall’Arte, 

‘One Servant Two Masters’ was extremely funny and 

the students could have easily   been professional 

actors their performances were so good. The second 

half was very entertaining and they certainly took us 

across the world and made us feel a part of it. Over 

the 3 nights we had over 400 people watch the show 

and over 600 primary school students during the 

matinees. Congratulations to Nina Rossini, Heather 

Wilson, Ian Wilson, Amy Hutchings, Rohan Bayley 

and all of the other staff that assisted including Darryl 

Forbes who organised the Matinee shows.

“The Commedia 
Dall’Arte, ‘One 
Servant Two 
Masters’ was 

extremely funny and 
the students could 
have easily   been 

professional actors 
their performances 

were so good.”
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COURSE COUNSELLING AND YEAR 8 FUTURE FOCUS 
DAY

It is the time of the year where students are making 

decisions about their future studies. Year 12 students have 

been counselled about pathways they are considering 

for next year. A Year 12 VTAC Information night was held 

and most students have now registered with VTAC. The 

school has held Course Counselling day/nights for Year 

9, 10 and 11 students where each student with their 

parents/guardians have been counselled by a teacher 

and subjects have been selected. The Year 8 students 

have taken part in a Future Focus day where they have set 

themselves goals and started to think about what pathway 

they might want to pursue. The curriculum leaders and 

subschool leaders are now making decisions about what 

subjects will run next year according to student numbers. 

I would like to acknowledge the work that many of our 

teachers have put into this process. They have worked 

over and beyond to assist our students to make informed 

decisions.

YEAR 9 RESPECTABLE RELATIONSHIPS PROGRAM

This term all of our Year 9 students have been involved 

in the Respectful Relationship program that is run by 

Northern CASA. Year 9 is a very important year in a child’s 

development. It is a time where they are transitioning 

from being the juniors of the school to the seniors. It is 

a time where they feel they might need to make some 

adult decisions therefore it is very important that we give 

them all of the resources that enable them to make those 

decisions and develop strong and healthy relationships. 

Marg Lawless, Nick Vass and Elaine Guerra have been 

heavily involved in this program and I thank them for all 

of their hard work. The response form students has been 

very positive and they have felt it is a worthwhile program.

YEAR 12 PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS

Year 12 Parent/Teacher Interviews were held on 

Monday 14th August. It was an evening that was 

fairly well attended but we would love to see 

more parents attend in the future as we want our 

Year 12 students to achieve their very best. It is a 

busy time for Year 12s and some are feeling a little 

overwhelmed but it won’t be long before their 

exams are upon them so we encourage them to 

keep focussed and try their best.

Wakakirri

Stop press, we have 
made the final!!!! It is 

very exciting news and 
we look forward to the 
students performing 
at the Recital Centre 
on Wednesday 20th 
September. Fingers 

crossed and watch this 
space.
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BRUCE KINGSBURY CEREMONY

Every year we hold the Bruce Kingsbury ceremony 

with the 2/14 Battalion and Kingsbury Primary School. 

It was wonderful to welcome back so many familiar 

faces and some news faces as well. This year we held 

the ceremony in the Performing Arts Centre for the 

first time and we involved all of the Year 7 students. It 

was a very moving ceremony and Jill Bear who is the 

daughter in law of Teddy Bear one of Bruce Kingsbury’s 

fellow soldier and mate gave a wonderful speech that 

really engaged the whole audience especially the 

students. All of the students spoke extremely well and 

Matilda Fordjour’s speech was a highlight. This was 

Christine Campbell’s first ceremony as Principal of 

Kingsbury Primary School and she was very impressed. 

Well done to everyone involved.

LITERACY WEEK

Last week was another busy week with Literacy 

Week. We had special guests, competitions including 

Spelling Bees and Writing Competitions, the Great 

Book Swap and a Writing Masterclass. Mr Ripoli 

certainly had the whole school involved with Literacy 

activities. He has put in many hours and it gets bigger 

every year. I know that students and teachers have 

really enjoyed the week and let’s keep reading and 

writing. Who knows we might have budding authors 

out there like Catherine Deveny who spoke to our 

Year 9 students and is an ex-student of Reservoir 

High. Thanks to Goff Ripoli for all of his work to make 

it such a successful week.

SCIENCE FAIR

Last Wednesday Night the 6th September the 

Performing Arts Centre was turned into a science 

lab. Experiments and presentations happening all 

over the place. It was great to see our students 

taking part and wanting to demonstrate activities, 

run experiments or present their work. There was 

such passion in the centre and at the end of the 

night people didn’t want to leave. As the Acting 

Principal it was great to see so many people 

interested in science and I know that science 

subjects at our school are very popular. Well done 

Amy Hutchings, the Science Coordinator for having 

the vision and all of the Science team for their hard 

work and dedication.
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Lea Volpe
Acting Principal
volpe.lea.lv@edumail.vic.gov.au

YEAR 7-11 PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS

Thursday 21st September Reservoir High will be 

holding the Year 7 – 11 Parent/Teacher Interviews 

from 12.30 – 8pm. It is a pupil free day but we do 

expect students to attend the interviews with their 

parents/guardians. Bookings are now open on 

Compass so if you haven’t booked interviews yet 

please do so you don’t miss out on the times that 

are suitable to you. If you need  assistance please 

contact the relevant subschool.

Lastly I would like to thank the school community 

for all of their support towards myself and Darryl 

Forbes during this last term while Mr Jessup 

has been on leave, it is very much appreciated. I 

would also like to take this opportunity to thank 

Ros Pizzey and Greg Irvin for looking after the 

Junior School while Mr Forbes has been the 

Acting Assistant Principal. I wish everyone a safe 

and happy holiday and a reminder the first day of 

Term 4 will be Tuesday 10th October for Year 7 – 11 

students. Year 12 students will need to be at school 

on Monday 9th October to sit their practice exams.

CONGRATULATIONS TO            
CONNER KOOPS 

Conner Koops is the 1st Reservoir 

Scout Troop who has earned the 

Australian Scout Medallion.

To attain this top award in each of 

the five Sections in Scouting reflects 

initiative in tackling this challenge, 

sustained effort over many months and 

years, plus self-discipline, teamwork, 

and leadership.

Only a small percentage reach this 

level. These are the top achievers 

among Scouting’s 47 million members 

globally.

Well Done Conner !!
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Junior School students have been very busy recently 

being involved with all the activities happening across 

the school. Many Year 7 and 8 students were involved 

in our Production and others are looking forward to 

the Wakakirri Final next week. It is wonderful to see 

the Junior students working with students from across 

the school and performing with such great confidence. 

Other students have played interschool basketball and 

table tennis. All teams played with great enthusiasm 

and displayed excellent sportsmanship on the day. Mrs 

Hutching’s Year 8 Hands on Science class along with 

selected Year 7 and 8 students were involved in our 

highly successful Science Fair. Students ran activities, 

helped judge senior student’s research and assisted 

the many visitors to enjoy the night.

Year 8 Future Focus Day was a great success with 

the Year 8’s being actively involved in the REACH 

workshop on Identity and Influence. Beth King a lawyer 

from Darebin Community Legal Centre spoke to the 

students in the afternoon about the responsible use 

of social media and the legal consequences in place 

for its misuse. Students in both Year 7 and 8 have been 

completing subject selection forms for 2018 and if any 

student has not returned their form they need to do 

so straight away. Next term both the Year 7 and Year 8 

cohort will be visiting Latrobe University for a hands on 

experience of what university life is like. Could parents 

please ensure consent forms are returned promptly for 

this activity.

“All teams played with 
great enthusiasm and 
displayed excellent 
sportsmanship on the 
day.”
It is with great pleasure that we announce our Student 

of the Month winners for July/August.

YEAR 7

7A – Megane Angelique and Aden Sibaie.
7B – Amalia Vlahos and Jacob Forde.
7C – Mariyam Ahmad, Angelina Trifunoski and Braiden 
Nicholson.
7D – Hugo Stevens, Niamh Koops and Stephanie Doan
7E – Amina Hassan, Blake McLarty and Ty D’ath
7F – Praijini Thavachelvan and Kevin Vu

YEAR 8

8A – Sylvia Li and Imad Baig
8B – John McCleary and Tayla Hume
8C – Hani Ataish and Tracey Le
8D – Phoebe Brooks and Carolina Coppola
8E – Deniro Reid and Rafael Garcia

A big congratulations to all these students and to all 

those nominated for the award.
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Kind regards 
Junior School Team

Mr Greg Irvin –Acting Yeasr 7 Coordinator
Ms Ros Pizzey – Acting Junior School Leader 

Mrs Tammy Baines –Sub School Office Manager

As the term comes to a close I would like to thank Mr 

Greg Irvin who has done a wonderful job as Acting Year 

7 Co-ordinator this term. I would like to wish you all a 

safe and happy holiday and look forward to working 

with both students and parents next term.

Please contact the Junior School at any time should 

you have any concerns, feedback or query.
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Kind Regards,

Senior School Team 

Nick Vass – Year 10 Coordinator 

Elaine Guerra – Year Coordinator

Tammy Dimarco - Sub School Office Manager

Our Middle School students have completed the busiest 

term of the year so far. 

All students returning to Reservoir High in 2018 have 

completed subject and course selections. This important 

process involved many staff who gave up their time to 

counsel students in a process that took over a month to 

complete.

We would like to thank all course counsellors as well 

as Careers staff who diligently ensured all students 

were informed and then able to make the appropriate 

decisions regarding subject choices.

Our Year 9’s had the pleasure of attending “Heroes Day” 

a program run by the REACH foundation that aims to 

challenge young people to look within themselves to 

see the positives we all have. The day is always one that 

sees our students rise to the occasion and represent 

themselves with such pride.

Interim reports have been compiled by staff and 

Parent / Teacher interviews will be conducted 

on the 21st of September. This gives parents / 

guardians the opportunity to see how their child 

is progressing. We encourage all families to make 

appointments online through our Compass portal. 

Looking ahead to Term 4 all Middle School students 

will sit their end of year exams in all subjects.

Our Year 10’s can look forward to the Year 10 Formal 

which is an annual event that takes place in early 

December.

If any Year 10 students is interested please pick up 

an information sheet from the Middle School.

We’d like to thank Mr Daryl Forbes for all his support 

and assistance in the Middle School in his role as 

Assistant Principal We wish him all the best as he 

returns to his role as Junior School Leader.

Best wishes to all families for a restful and safe 

holiday, look forward to seeing you all in Term 4.

Reminder school resumes on the Tuesday October 

10.
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R U OK?

Thursday September 14 was R U OK? Day which was 

introduced to the Year 12 cohort to ensure that staff and 

students were taking our wellbeing into consideration. 

As the exams draw nearer and nearer (November 1 

is English/EAL) it is important to take time to ensure 

everyone is doing well and if a conversation is needed 

they have someone they can talk to. Keeping the stress 

inside will not help and will lead to bigger problems.     

R U OK? Day was taken well by the students on 

Thursday. There is a group photo on the college’s 

Facebook and Twitter page and pictures included in this 

report.

VTAC APPLICATIONS

The deadline for Year 12 students to have created 

their VTAC account and make their payment is quickly 

approaching. Timely course applications close on 

September 28 at 5pm which is during the holidays so it 

is important this is done before the end of Term 3. The 

fee is $35 which jumps to $103 from September 29 to 

November 3 and if not paid by then it jumps to $134 

until December 8. Please have a chat with your son/

daughter to see if they have registered and paid 

the VTAC fee before the end of term so that no 

late fees are charged. 

“Timely course 
applications close on 

September 28th at 
5pm which is during 
the holidays so it is 

important this is done 
before the end of 

Term 3.”
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Kind Regards,
Senior School Team

Lorraine Cross – Sub School Office Manager
Nina Rossini – Year 11 Coordinator
Ken Sinderberry – Year 12 Coordinator

VCAL COMMUNITY PROJECTS

The Senior and Intermediate VCAL groups have 

been working on community projects this term. The 

class split into smaller groups and each group had 

a different charity or organisation they wanted to 

support. The projects varied from collecting donated 

goods to raising money, each group has done a great 

job and had a successful project. Some of the groups 

have written a description on what they completed:

RSPCA CUP CAKE DAY:

We would like to thank everyone who participated 

in and donated towards the RSPCA Cupcake day 

that was held on Wednesday the 23rd  of August as 

we made a total on $123 on that day which will help 

animals in need. Thank you for your help.

RED CROSS DONATION DRIVE:

In personal development this term Tahlia, Taylor, 

Brody, Rhys and myself created a community based 

project that we thought would help the less fortunate 

people. We kept this in mind as we know that there 

are  a few people at our school who don’t have 

support from their families to purchase personal 

hygiene items. We decided to organize a donation of 

these goods into boxes in the subschool and general 

office.This donation was a big success, We collected 

two full boxes of items! We would like to say a big 

thank you to everyone who made this donation a 

success! 

 Katerina Nikolovska

TERM 3 DRAWS TO AN END AND TERM 4 IS RIGHT 
AROUND THE CORNER  

Term 3 has been a very busy term in the senior 

school. The Year 12 students have finished their 

courses and now the focus is on the exams. It 

has been a stressful term but one that will greatly 

prepare them for the challenges that they will 

face next term and beyond. I am sure they and 

their teachers will enjoy a break over the holidays, 

however I know there are  lots of external exam 

lectures and holiday classes at Reservoir High 

School so it will still be all systems go at times.

“Term 4 will be full of 
many emotions for the 
class of 2017,”

Term 4 will be full of many emotions for the class 

of 2017. There will be joy as classes officially end 

but that will bring sadness too. There will be stress 

and anxiety about the exams but that will quickly 

vanish when the exam supervisor says ‘please stop 

writing’ at the conclusion of their final exam. There 

will be many highlights which the students will 

fondly look back on in the years to come; dress up 

breakfast and parade, graduation evening and the 

Formal to name a few.

I hope all students in the senior school have a great 

break over the next two weeks and set goals they 

wish to achieve in Term 4.
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    Tuesday 10 October Year  12 Practice     
   Exams  

    Term 4

         Monday 9 October - Curriculum Day 

 

Important
Dates

 . On Wednesday the 6th of September, 

Reservoir High had its annual Science Fair held 

in the Performing Arts Centre. It was a fantastic 

opportunity for students to show off their work 

and for families to see what science here at 

Reservoir High is like.

The night started off with many science games 

and experiments conducted by students 

including activities such as Mini Volcanoes, Feely 

Bags, Magnetic Fishing, Lava Lamps and many 

other activities. Heaps of children and families 

participated in these science games and had a 

lot of fun while still learning about the science in 

it.  

After the science activities everyone was invited 

to come and listen to students talking about 

their posters that were displayed. These posters 

were summaries of student experiments and 

research. Parents, teachers and guest judges 

quizzed the students on their experimental 

processes and findings. 

Lastly the main hit of the night was the liquid 

nitrogen ice-cream where -198 Degrees Celsius 

Nitrogen was added to an ice-cream base, and 

quickly transformed it into frozen ice-cream, 

which everybody enjoyed eating. All in all, a 

great night celebrating the mysteries of science, 

and the hard work of the students. 

By; Olivia Moises (Top right photo)

 Science Fair  
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT 

A well deserved congratulations to two of our senior 

International Students who took part in the third 

International Student Public Speaking Competition held 

at Northcote High School on Tuesday 22nd August. This 

year, students were asked to prepare a three-minute 

speech on the topic, ‘Art is Essential to Life.’ Tien BUI and 

Giang NGUYEN of 12E, were two of 19 students from ten 

schools to present their speeches on the night, to a group 

of family, friends, teachers, principals and representatives 

from the International Education Division.

“It was even more exciting 
when Tien BUI was 
awarded first place for his 
speech.”

Each of our Reservoir High School students are to be 

commended on their bravery in tackling such a difficult 

topic, their outstanding effort in both preparing such 

interesting and varied speeches and their exemplary 

conduct on the night. It was with much pride that Acting 

Principal, Ms Lea Volpe and myself listened to the 

well-prepared speeches our students presented on 

the evening. All speeches on the night were extremely 

entertaining and thought provoking. It was even more 

exciting when Tien BUI was awarded first place 

for his speech. As one of the three judges for the 

evening Ms Volpe commented on how difficult it 

was to award places, as so many of the speeches 

were of such an excellent standard. Both of our 

students were awarded certificates for their efforts.

This is the third time Reservoir High School has 

taken part in this competition and the second year 

in a row where one of our students was awarded 

first prize, against schools such as Northcote 

High School and Melbourne Girls’ College, 

demonstrates the high academic standard 

achieved at Reservoir High School. I would like 

to thank our two very brave competitors for all 

the extra time and effort they each put into this 

activity. Their teachers who helped by listening to 

students prepare for the competition by providing 

constructive criticism and the families and carers 

who help support our young International Students 

while they complete their secondary studies at 

Reservoir High School.

Ms Christine Farrugia – International Student 
Coordinator

PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION 2017
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What an exciting fortnight it has been for twelve 

extremely lucky Year 10 Reservoir High students who 

were chosen to trial a pilot orientation program called 

Experience Victoria. Each of the three excursions 

are funded by the International Education Division 

of the Department of Education. Six of our newest 

International Students and six local buddies have been 

treated to three full days of excursions in Melbourne 

and its surrounds. Students have visited many 

attractions around Melbourne City, Ballarat and the 

Dandenong Ranges and also a number of universities. 

The aim of this pilot program is to seek feedback 

from students and staff, in order to create an exciting 

and informative orientation program for newly arrived 

International Students, which will be launched in 2018.

Our Reservoir High students have thoroughly enjoyed 

visiting the sites but even more importantly forming 

friendships and sharing their experiences with 

students from Sandringham College and Mount Clear 

College, Ballarat. A huge thank you to the International 

Education Division for providing this opportunity to 

three very lucky schools and also a sincere thank you 

to all of our students for their exemplary conduct and 

being on time for our very early starts at 8.30am in the 

city.

DAY 1 – MELBOURNE CITY WALKING TOUR, EUREKA 
TOWER, UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE AND RMIT

Today, I went on the excursion with Sandringham 

College and Mount Clear College. We took part in an 

organized walking tour around the city. We started our 

tour at Flinder’s Street train station and we were shown 

around Federation Square. The tour guide explained a 

lot about why the city of Melbourne was located where 

it is and the importance of being close to the Yarra 

River. He showed us through the many graffiti laneways 

and some old buildings with classical architecture. 

Then we went to the Eureka Tower building and up the 

elevator to the 88th floor of the Skydeck. We could see 

the full view of the city. Our next stop was a pizza lunch 

at Toto's restaurant in Lygon Street. On the way to 

Toto's, I met a girl from Mount Clear College, she is an 

international student from Germany and 16 years old. 

After lunch, we went to The University of Melbourne 

and RMIT University for a quick tour. I like RMIT 

University because of the modern architecture. This 

excursion was fun but I felt tired after because I walked 

so much and I didn't like the Skydeck as it made me 

feel nauseous being so high up. Thank you!

By Van Nguyen – 10E

DAY 2 - SOVEREIGN HILL, BALLARAT WILDLIFE 

PARK AND FEDERATION UNIVERSITY.

Today, I went to Sovereign Hill and I had a great time 

there with Sandringham College and Mount Clear 

College. We were taken on a tour of the town and I 

learnt how to find gold under the water using a brass 

pan. We watched a demonstration that showed us 

how lollies were made in the past. I was able to try a 

lolly and the taste was sweet and delicious. Then we 

saw a gold pouring demonstration.

After visiting Sovereign Hill, we received a packet of 

lollies, a postcard and a gold coin as a memento of 

our visit to Sovereign Hill. After lunch our bus took 

us to the Ballarat Wildlife Park to visit the animals. I 

could see and touch kangaroos, emus and wombats. 

They were are all so cute and friendly. I saw dingoes, 

koalas, fairy penguins and some reptiles, like snakes, 

lizards and turtles. I was so excited by these adorable 

animals.

Finally, we visited Federation University. I had a great 

time here playing the Amazing Race. We were placed 

into groups with the other schools and had a great 

time working as a team with my new friends. After the 

game, we returned to the city and came home. This 

was my wonderful time in Ballarat. Thank you!

 By Hannie Nguyen – 10E

 

EXPERIENCE VICTORIA ORIENTATION EXCURSIONS
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 Year 10 Outdoor Education

“On the 7th and 8th of September, the Year 10 Outdoor 

Ed class went camping at Barjarg. Despite the long 

drive there, we enjoyed a hot lunch and arrived only 

to head straight off on our hike. We climbed Golden 

Mountain in the Strathbogie State Forest on a steep half 

hour summit. Despite the pain and exhaustion some 

of us felt, we were relieved to reach the top and see 

the beautiful view which was worthwhile! We have all 

emerged from this camping trip feeling more in tune 

with nature and each other after a fun night of cooking, 

campfire marshmallows and Cards Against Humanity. 

Thanks to Mr O’Donnell for getting us there and back 

safely, Ms Zahra for organising as well as Ms Britt and 

Ms Skews for coming along! It’s an experience we will 

never forget!” 

 By Amelia Walkeden.

CAMP

“We climbed 
Golden Mountain in 

the Strathbogie 
State Forest 
on a steep

 half hour summit.”
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Ms. Cathleen Zahra
Outdoor, Physical Education, Health & English Teacher

“The Year 10 Outdoor Ed class were nervous about the 

great heights of the rock climbing wall at Hardrock 

Climbing Company in the city of Melbourne. After 

some lessons in class about the different types of rock 

climbing and the roles of the climber and belayer, we 

were on our way. Our heart raced as the instructors 

spewed out information and protocol. Hearing that our 

partner’s safety was in our hands if we didn’t complete 

the 5 step belaying method made us sweat! Our nerves 

quickly settled when we got harnessed up and finally hit 

the wall. The more practice we got, the more confident 

we felt, with many of us facing our fear of heights and 

actually reaching the summit! There was a great view of 

the city through the windows and we ended the day with 

a delicious lunch at Melbourne Central. Thanks to Ms Au 

for showing us how it’s done!”

ROCK CLIMBING

“In August the Year 9 Outdoor Education class went 

to Monash Wave Pool to put what we have learnt 

about water safety into practice. We practised safe 

entry, lifting the knees over waves and got to use 

body boards to try and catch waves! We also got to 

test out the new Go Pro and film ourselves catching 

waves. It was a really fun day! Thanks to Ms Zahra, 

Ms Britt and Ms Skews for taking us!” 

WEAR IT PURPLE DAY

“The RAH! group would like to thank all the 

students and teachers who participated in Wear 

it Purple Day 2017! Visibility for the LGBTIQA+ 

community can be lifesaving, especially at this 

time, with our lives, families and happiness being 

scrutinised by people in the media and on public 

forums. We are so proud to be part of the Reservoir 

High community, where diversity is celebrated and 

we can ALL be proud to be ourselves! Thank you!”

  

WAVE POOL
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I participated in the Production “FOOTLOOSE” last year and loved it, so I decided to participate 

again this year. I have to admit it was a lot of work for everyone to put up an amazing Production. 

Almost every lunchtime I was in the Performing Arts centre learning my steps, either rehearsing or 

choreographing a dance routine. When I was told by Mr Wilson that I was doing a solo, I was ecstatic 

and could not wait to start working on it.

Besides from my solo I was in four other dances, each of them were fun and different. I also got to  

play the inn owner Brighella in act one. For me, it was definitely challenging with lines and having to 

learn them, even though I didn’t have many.  Overall I had so much fun. It’s an amazing experience to 

perform in front of huge audiences. 

I would like to thank all the teachers involved for putting on an Amazing School Production

It was AWESOME!

By: Madalyn O’Neill 
Year 8A  

   “Toss The Feathers”
IRISH REEL


