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TIANJIN MUZHAI MIDDLE SCHOOL VISIT

Unfortunately, we have had to cancel our scheduled 

2018 China Trip due to insufficient numbers, but we 

will still be going ahead with our next tour in 2020.  

Meanwhile, our Sister School – Tianjin Muzhai Middle 

School will be arriving on August 5th and require 

homestay for  Sunday August 6th, Monday August 

7th and Tuesday August 8th.  We are very much in 

need of additional families to welcome one or two of 

the students into their homes for these three nights.  

All that is required is a bed to sleep on (it can be a 

mattress on the floor or a stretcher bed, three meals 

a day and as much English conversation  and care  

that your family can muster.  Please contact me or Ms 

Lea Volpe (Assistant Principal) as soon as possible 

if you are interested in finding out more about this 

opportunity.

RESERVOIR HIGH IMPROVES ITS COMMUNICATION 
CHANNELS - PLEASE TAKE A LOOK

I hope that you have had the opportunity to see our 

new improved Newsletter which was published last 

week.  Our newsletter has always been a welcome 

addition to our communications between school, 

students, families and the local community.  The 

newsletter is now more engaging and inviting 

due to the new formatting and design created by 

3SidedSquare. This company designed and created 

our website which was reborn last year.  If you have 

not had time to see the current newsletter, please 

take the time to see it via Compass or from our 

website.

Another new addition to our communication 

channels has been the automatic uploading of the 

Reservoir High Twitter feed to our new Facebook 

page.  Take a look at Facebook to see the latest, 

almost daily additions to the life and lives of our 

students and the local community.

METAMORPHOSES

Our Senior Theatre Studies class performed 

Metamorphoses, a play by Mary Zimmerman, earlier 

this month to a large and supportive audience.  

Our students engaged everyone with their very 

professional interpretation of the play which is a 

collection of short tales based upon Ancient Roman 
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mythology.  The quality of the performances was 

outstanding.  Light and sound really captured the 

spirit of the play and impressed the audience.  

Congratulations to all our students who performed 

on stage and behind the scenes to ensure this 

performance will be one to be remembered as one 

of the highlights of the Reservoir High Performing 

Arts calendar.  Special thanks must go to Ms Nina 

Rossini, Mr Rohan Bayley, Ms Heather Wilson and Mr 

Ian Wilson for their creative input and support of our 

students throughout this transformative piece.

“Take a look at Facebook 
to see the latest, almost 
daily additions to the 
life and lives of our 
students and the local 
community.”

YEAR 9 DRAMA VICTORIA PERFORMANCE

Our Year 9 Drama class participated in the Drama 

Victoria Festival last week at Xavier College in Kew.  

Our students held  the stage as they performed their 

creative piece about the lives of adolescents and 

their families.  It was wonderful to see our students 

perform and excel as they performed their written 

piece.  The audience received their performance with 

thunderous applause and very impressive feedback 

and appreciation after the evening had concluded.  

Well done to every student and special thanks to Ms 

Nina Rossini and Ms Heather Wilson for their support 

of the students throughout the development of this 

impressive piece.

DOCTOR IN SCHOOLS PROGRAM

I mentioned in our last newsletter that the new 

Doctor’s Surgery at Reservoir High had begun to be 

built. It is amazing to report that the building works 

have now almost been completed.  Our new medical 

centre will be in operation in Term 1 2018, with the 

doctor being appointed by the end of Term 4 this 

year.  Whilst we are still waiting for final details from 

the Department of Education, we look forward to this 

excellent resource adding to our already outstanding 

Student Wellbeing Team at Reservoir High.

IFTAR DINNER

It was with great pleasure that I accepted an invitation 

from the Victorian Police Muslim Association, Darebin 

Interfaith Council and East Preston Islamic College 

to attend an Iftar Dinner.  I was accompanied by 

Nael Mehasen  and Hassan Hassan who are Year 12 

students and leaders of our Muslim students.  The 

theme of the dinner was “Knowing Each Other”.  

We had the unique opportunity to meet with local 

police and members of the Muslim community, 

introduced to Shk. Alaa Elzokm (Elsedeaq Mosque 

Iman) Mr Andrew Crisp (Deputy Commissioner Of 

Police) and Cr. Kim LeCerf (Mayor of Darebin) and 

Mr. Ekrem Ozyurek OAM, Principal of East Preston 

Islamic College.The speeches were heartfelt and all 

indicated the willingness of everyone at the dinner 

to get to know each other and understand in more 

detail the Islamic Faith.  I was honoured to be invited 

and very much enjoyed the company and spirit of 

friendship which was clearly evident throughout 

this special occasion.  I was also delighted to be 

accompanied by Nael and Hassan who represented 

their faith and their school so well.

RECONCILIATION WEEK

The Secretary of Education Ms Gill Callister invited 

Reservoir High and four of its students to attend 

a very special Reconciliation Week Celebration at 

Treasury Place last week.  Tehyali Malone, Steven 

Glasby, Vivian Than and Phoebe Brookswere 
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selected to represent our indigenous and non 

indigenous students to this meeting of over 200 

Education Department representatives.  Each 

student spoke from the heart in relation to their 

perceptions of Koorie Education at Reservoir High 

and why Reservoir High has been recognised as a 

leader in this area.  A special film demonstrated the 

unique way government schools meet the needs 

of aboriginal students and.this was shown to the 

audience for the first time.  Terrell Wellington (Year 12) 

and Mundarra Button (Year 11) featured in the film and 

were shown speaking about their own Reservoir High 

experiences as Koorie young men. The film was very 

impressive and will be shown across the state.

EXAMS

We have all been in exam mode during the past 

fortnight.  I  have been very impressed with students 

as they have entered the exam hall and trust that 

they will be pleased with their results.  Don’t forget 

end of semester one reports will be available soon for 

students and their families. They will be published on 

the Parent Portal on June 28th, 2017.

HOT OFF THE PRESS –  
ALADDIN VISITS RESERVOIR HIGH

Reservoir High will be hosting some of the cast of the 

Melbourne production of Aladdin on June 29th, 2017.  

There is no news on the availability of  tickets to the 

show, but we are certainly looking forward to meeting 

Ainsley Melham who plays Aladdin in the play.  .

“Reservoir High will be 
hosting some of the 
cast of the Melbourne 
production of Aladdin”

LONG SERVICE LEAVE

I will be on Long Service Leave for most of term 

three.I will be teaching in schools along the border 

of Thailand and Myanmar and catching up with 

the children in the hostels and orphanages which 

Reservoir High has been supporting for a number 

of years. My wife and I will the enjoy some time in 

Spain, France and Italy before returning to Australia. 

in time for me to recommence in Term 4.  As yet, my 

replacement has not been announced by the Region, 

but I expect this announcement to take place in the 

next fortnight.  I wish everyone a very successful end 

of Semester One and Term 3 and look forward to 

returning to Reservoir High rested with many stories 

to tell.

Mark Jessup 
Principal, Reservoir High

Email: jessup.mark.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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"On Wednesday the 31st of May, the Year 10 Outdoor 

Education class went indoor rock climbing at 

Hardrock Climbing Company in the Melbourne 

CBD. We were very excited to have our entire class 

heading out of school together to get a first-hand 

experience in this activity, especially after missing 

out on camp. We caught the tram to the city then 

walked to Hardrock where many of us faced our fear 

of heights. Even though we were very nervous, and 

shaking involuntarily, we still tried our best to climb 

to the very top of the wall. We were lucky enough to 

be the first class at Reservoir High school to use the 

GoPro and thanks to Ms Zahra, we have great footage 

and photos of our feat. Most of us tried different 

numbered challenges and our arms were very tired 

while we were climbing. Most of the effort is meant 

to be using the legs. After 2 hours of rock climbing, 

everyone was exhausted and hungry. The day ended 

with a big lunch at Melbourne Central.   

“Outdoor Ed has been 
such a fun experience”

Year 10 Outdoor Education
Everyone was happy about the experience we had 

that day and most of us want to go again in the 

future. Outdoor Ed has been such a fun experience, 

we think everyone should choose it in Year 10." 

By Hung Do & Hanh My Suong

 

Kind Regards,
Ms. Cathleen Zahra -Outdoor, Physical Education, Health 
& English Teacher
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This term our school had an increase in numbers 

entering the Cross Country competition. Many of our 

best runners qualified for the event at school and 

went on to the regional competition. 

From these athletes only a handful made it to the 

next round which saw a massive increase in difficulty, 

from the distance to the number of competitors. 

Although all of our students ran their hardest on the 

day, we had one team achieve second place in the 

17-20yr boys division. 

Congratulations to Kristian P, Steven G, Timothy 

D and Michael R on a fantastic achievement and 

thanks to Mr Todorovski, Ms Abela, Ms Brit and Ms 

Zahra for all their work.’

Cross Country Competition

Kind Regards, 
Ms. Cathleen Zahra - Outdoor, Physical Education, 
Health & English Teacher

“Congratulations to 
Kristian, Steven, Timothy 
and Michael on a 
fantastic achievement”



ABOUT THE COMPETITION:

On Friday 26th of June Reservoir High School played 

Badminton against Thornbury High and Northcote 

High School. This was a great opportunity to make 

new friends and meet new people, Although 

Reservoir A (girls team) made it to the next round, it 

was a good experience for all students playing fairly 

and working as a team. 

CONGRATULATIONS RESERVOIR A!

Words and photos by Abbey Koudsi
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“This was a great 
opportunity to make new 
friends and meet new 
people”

Badminton



Junior School Report

Semester 1 reports will be made available through 

Compass on Wednesday 28th June and we 

encourage all parents and guardians to read the 

report with your child. If you are experiencing 

difficulties accessing your child’s report, please 

contact Mrs Tammy Baines on 9466 0900, otherwise 

students can log in to their compass portal and bring 

up the report themselves.

YEAR 7 NEWS

Congratulations to all Year 7 students for their hard 

work and effort throughout their first semester of 

school here. It has been an extremely busy semester 

and we look forward to celebrating the semester in 

style at our Year 7 cohort excursion to Watermarc 

swimming pools on Thursday 20th July.  A friendly 

reminder all consent forms and payments are to be 

made to the general office by the end of Term 2.

YEAR 7 & 8 STUDENT OF THE MONTH  

APRIL / MAY

Congratulations to the following students who were 

awarded Yr 7 & 8 Student of Month recipients for 

April/May.  Thank you to all staff who nominated.
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7A – Archie Greagen, Hanen Alharthi & Daniel Truong                 

7B – Luke Bountris, Jake Beeton & Stephen Vidakis                

7C-  Swesi Alhadad & Storm Woods                                               

7D- Mia Beki, Casey Diep & Scarlett Ormandy                               

7E-  Sheridan Armstrong, Chloe Dall’osto &

         Harrison Harrison   

7F- Daphne Atkins, Brock Luchetta & Dakota Thomas                

8A – Jack Yu & Aziza Abwe                                                                 

8B – Kiva Carns-Williams & Taylor Withers Crivello                     

8C – Omar Bassyouni & Cheyenne Doyle                                        

8D – Corey Chan & Kama Ramdhony                                               

8E – Ebony Jackson & Charlotte Reginato                                       

“Year 7 cohort excursion 
to Watermarc swimming 
pools on Thursday  
20th July”
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Kind regards 

Junior School Team

Mr Darryl Forbes – Year 7 Coordinator 

Ms Ros Pizzey – Year 8 Coordinator 

Mrs Tammy Baines – Office Manager

YEAR 8 NEWS

Year 8 students have been busy completing their 

final assessment tasks for this semester. Students 

have also been involved in their swimming sessions 

and competing in a variety of successful interschool 

sporting teams.

At our recent whole school assembly the following 

Year 8 students were recognised for their 

contributions to our highly successful Medieval Day. 

Our winners were:

• Kiva Carns-Williams
• Ali Alsaady
• Taylor Withers Crivello
• Madi O’Neill
• Omar Bassyouni
• Oscar Edwards
• John McCleary 
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On Tuesday, May 30th during period 1& 2, Year 

8 students viewed ‘VERBAL COMBAT’. This was 

a live performance with young actors who used 

technology in their day to day lives to compliment 

our school and online anti-bullying programs.

This play was a dramatic performance highlighting 

some of the complex issues surrounding harassment 

among our youth. The performance was very relevant 

and the key messages were well received by our 

students. The Year 8’s were a fantastic audience 

and the performers had them engaged from start to 

finish. 

It was fantastic to see this play initiate some anti-

bullying strategies. After the show there was 

time given for debrief and questioning to provide 

clarification of the issues raised in the show and this 

provoked some insightful discussion. 

The play supports students' skill development in 

conflict resolution and our health team and RHS staff 

will continue to offer ongoing support in this area.

Overall, it’s fair to say that our Year 8 students and 

staff thoroughly enjoyed watching this play.  It 

continues to remind  us about the importance of 

being respectful, and reflecting on our own and the 

behaviour of others asking ourselves – Is it kind? Is it 

fair? Is it safe? 

“It was fantastic to see 
this play initiate some 
anti-bullying strategies”

Toni Gray - Health & PE Coordinator

Year 8 Health Play 



Middle School Report 

“WORK EXPERIENCE”

Our Year 10’s completed their week of “Work 
Experience” earlier in the term. This opportunity was 
only made possible through the hard work of our 
Careers Team – Ms Maria Gasbarro, Ms Giovanna Hill 
and Mr Peter Devine.

All students were able to secure a placement and 
the variety of work was amazing, Thank you to all 
Year 10 teachers who took time out to go and visit 
our students and support them in their experience.

Having coffee shops nearby definitely placed some 
venues in higher demand than others! 
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“All students were able 
to secure a placement 
and the variety of work 
was amazing”

Nick Vass – Year 10 Coordinator 

Elaine Guerra – Year Coordinator

Tammy Dimarco - Sub School Office Manager



Senior School Report
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Semester one ended June 15 and Term 2 finishes this 

Friday, how time flies. Year 12 students are three-quarters 

of the way through their program and the end is very close 

now and Year 11 students are a quarter through and before 

we know it they will be facing decisions to make about life 

after Reservoir High School.

It has been a very busy term for our students in the Senior 

School. Many assessment tasks have been completed and 

the exam process began. The Year 11 students had their 

first VCE exams which are structured as close as possible 

to be the same as their Year 12 exams. Any student who 

completes a unit 3 & 4 study sat their first VCAA external 

assessment (unless they did a Year 12 subject last year) 

with the GAT. The students who sat the GAT did a fantastic 

effort. They were all present and accounted for by 9:45 and 

all students seated in their seats by 9:58 ready for the 10am 

start. The supervisors said the conduct by our students was 

very high so they did themselves and us very proud. The 

process they followed for the GAT will be the same for the 

November exams so it was a good preparation for them.

We had some great performing arts performances 

this term. The Theatre Studies students did a great job 

performing Metamorphoses, a play about transformation. 

We also had the Music Showcase wheresome very 

talented students performed very well. Having an outlet 

is very important for students and gives them a chance to 

put school work aside and do something they love. This 

was clearly evident in the way the students conducted 

themselves and performed wonderfully.

Recently our senior students have done a fantastic job as 

Reservoir High School ambassadors. Some of the photos 

attached to this report are of our students out and about 

with Mr Jessup at various functions. We’ve also included 

a photo of Brody Cowie-Cocker who on Friday June 23 

at the MCG was presented with the Pierre de Coubertin 

Award from the Victorian Olympic Council in  recognition 

of his sporting achievements and demonstration of these 

endeavours which are consistent with the aim of the 

Olympic Movement. Well done Brody!!!

For our Year 12 students, next term will again be a busy 

one. By the end of Term 3 all Unit 4 course work should be 

completed so we will know who will achieve their VCE or 

VCAL (hopefully everybody successfully achieves this).  It 

is crucial students plan their time wisely and ensure they’re 

always aware of what’s coming up. Using extra supports 

made available to them like homework club, Maths/

Numeracy support sessions, English/Literacy sessions and 

La Trobe University tutors really can benefit students to 

give them some extra help. I’ve also heard a few students 

are using the La Trobe University library as a quiet place 

to study This is a great idea as they will have resources 

available to them at that library that can really extend their 

thinking.

I hope everyone has a great and well deserved break, 

however using this time to get a real leg up for unit 2 and 4.

Kind Regards,

Senior School Team

Nina Rossini – Year 11 Coordinator

Ken Sinderberry – Year 12 Coordinator

Lorraine Cross – Office Manager
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“Brody Cowie-Cocker who at the MCG was presented 
with the Pierre de Coubertin Award from the 

Victorian Olympic Council”

SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT
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VCAL Survival Skills
Our Year 11 and 12 VCAL day on Friday, 9th June was 

a great success.  

We were able to get some excellent organisations 

and speakers to visit the school and speak about a 

variety of different issues and topics  Hopefully, they 

have had some impact on the students. It’s hoped 

that what they heard throughout the day will assist 

them with life beyond school whilst also allowing 

them to experience a wider curriculum outside of 

the classroom to meet the outcomes for their VCAL 

Certificates. 

“A big thank you also to 
the VCAL teachers and 
Alex our school nurse, 
for their assistance in 
putting together this 
wonderful event.”

The students made the most of the day by asking 

questions and actively taking part in all  the activities. 

All  the presenters made special note of stating 

how impressed they were with the respect shown 

by students, the attention given to them and the 

manner in which students conducted themselves 

during the sessions. Students received participation 

Certificates for the day and also enjoyed morning 

tea and a pizza lunch. 

A big thank you should be given to the organisations 

who sent presenters on the day.  They were 

excellent and engaging and featuring Victoria Police, 

Victorian Legal Aide, Red Cross and the Australian 

Cervical Cancer Foundation. 

Maria Gasbarro - VCAL Coordinator
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Year 11 and 12 Global Politics
UNITED NATIONS MODEL CONFERENCE

Last week the Year Eleven and Twelve Global Politics 

students hit the road to La Trobe University to attend 

the United Nations model conference.

 In preparation for the conference, students 

researched the countries they represented from 

around the globe, and wrote position statements on 

the issues of refugees and responsibility to protect. 

These position statements were delivered to the UN 

general assembly, made up of Politics students from 

around Melbourne.  

Students then debated adjustments to the draft 

resolution, and voted for amendments put forward 

by allies, neighboring countries and global super-

powers. 

 Reservoir High School students made an excellent 

contribution to both conferences, with students 

representing Turkey arguing for developed nations 

to do more for refugees, and representatives from 

Cambodia contending the need for western states to 

stress the importance of the R2P. 

 The United Nations conference was a great 

experience, as it allowed students to practice 

their public speaking and debating skills, while 

understanding the challenges faced by the United 

Nations in making decisions on global issues.

Peter Devine

“Reservoir High School 
students made an 
excellent contribution to 
both conferences”

GLOBAL POLITICS
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Drama Victoria Festival

DRAMA

   Wakakirri Performance – July 20

   Term 3 Commences – July 17

Important
Dates

The Year 9 drama class recently 

participated in the Drama Victoria 

Festival which showcases Year 9 

and 10 drama students based on 

a stimulus material. The students 

went to Xavier College in Kew , 

a large professional theatre that 

can seat over 400, to present their 

piece in front of  five other Private 

Schools . They did a fantastic job.

Some of the comments from the 

Panel were that they were very 

focused , used the space really 

well and that  the music created a 

most effective mood.

Congratulations to the participants 

who will be receiving a certificate 

at the next School Assembly.

Ms Nina Rossini -Year 11 

Coordinator


