
1  

 

 FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 

 

Mark Jessup 

Reservoir High 

jessup.mark.m@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Contact 
Information 

Address:  

855 Plenty Road  

Reservoir Vic 3073 

Telephone: 

03 9466 0900 

Fax: 

03 9471 0252 

Email: 

reservoir.hs@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

Website: 

www.reservoirhs.vic.edu.au 

July 2016 SEMESTER 2 TERM 3 2016 -  issue No. 5  

Important   
 

Term 3 Dates  
 

and  
 

information on  
 

the back pages  
 

of this  
 

Newsletter! 
 
 
 

                                          Diversity                   Excellence                              Success 

Welcome To Term 3 
 

Term 2 seems such a long time 

ago.  Ms Volpe returned from her 

fantastic European Tour during the 

third last week of Term 2, and I left 

for Long Service Leave during the 

second last week of term.  It is good 

to know that everyone is safe and  

students and staff have started the 

term with a great deal of enthusiasm 

and determination. 
 

Many thanks to Ms Volpe for being 

Reservoir High’s Principal for the 

past month and also, to Mr Darryl 

Forbes who was the Acting Assistant 

Principal for the entire Term 2.  It is 

always great to know that the school 

is in excellent hands. 
 

International Week 
 

I often say to visitors to the school 

and to friends, when I am talking 

about Reservoir High, that the world 

could learn a lot from our school.  

 

 

Last week’s Deadly Koorie Health 

Day and our International Week were 

an outstanding success. Students and 

staff shared a gourmet lunch on  

Tuesday when we all dined on foods 

from around the globe in the          

stadium.  Many thanks to our students 

and their families for the selection of 

delicious foods which tempted us all 

as we moved around the market 

square. This was followed by a 

Dodge Ball Competition and Quiz 

and then on Thursday a whole school 

assembly and out of uniform day. 

Students and staff dressed in their 

national costumes as well as clothes 

from countries they love and enjoy 

visiting.  Music and culture were   

celebrated in a beautifully positive 

way that had the entire school abuzz 

with pride. 

Many thanks to Mr Tony Marcus, the 

SRC as well as a huge number of  

students and staff for such a         

wonderful week of celebration. 
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Students in Years 7-9 enjoyed a celebration of    

indigenous culture on the Friday as we all          

celebrated Deadly Koorie Health Day.  Students 

participated in a warm Welcome to Country which 

was then followed by a presentation from         

Victoria’s first indigenous Magistrate, Ms Rose 

Falla.  Ms Falla gave a wonderful speech about her 

life as a young woman, the struggles she faced and 

the determination she developed to become a    

successful lawyer and now Magistrate.  Her      

passionate talk had the audience listening intently 

throughout.  During the     commencement of the 

day, we also had the pleasure of seeing and hearing 

Marindi Jarret and Tehyali Malone present a   

beautiful traditional song and dance for the        

engaged audience. 
 

Various seminars for our Koorie students then took 

place and during the final hours of this    fabulous 

day we held netball and football   matches for    

students. 
 

Many thanks must go to the City of Darebin, 

VACCA., VHAS, HEADSPACE, WIRRPANDA 

FOUNDATION, HAHS Healthy lifestyle team, 

Melbourne Storm  the Koorie Education        

Workforce and our colleagues from the              

Department of Education.  Special thanks must 

also go to Jasmin Wright (our Koorie                 

Engagement  Support Officer), Teagan Heywood 

(Deadily Sister Girls’ Mentor) and the  team at 

Reservoir High lead by Ms Marg Lawless, Mr 

Nick Vasilopoulos, Ms Alex Robinson and Ms Lea 

Volpe. 

Deadly  Koorie Health Day 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT continued  

Reports 
One of the significant attractions that parents often 

comment about on school tours is the Reservoir 

High reporting system. We have student reports 

issued every five weeks (except Term 1 this year 

as it was such a sort term).  Parents and students 

are both in the position to check students’ progress 

every five weeks through COMPASS and this 

keeps everyone informed.  

 

Your child’s report enables you to see how your 

child is progressing and it provides your child with 

feedback for improvement.  I trust that families 

have had an opportunity to read reports together 

and made plans for improving results in Semester 

Two.  Study Plans, teacher conferences and       

perhaps an evaluation of student commitment are 

all part of a successful academic pathway. 

 

Footloose is Hotting Up 
One of the highlights for me every year at         

Reservoir High is our annual school                   

production.  This year we launch our very first  

production in our newly opened Performing Arts 

Centre.  The production commence on August 24th 

and concludes on August 26th, with several matinee 

performances being held during the week. 

Tickets will be on sale electronically. I suspect that 

there will be very few tickets available at the door 

– please get in fast to get the best seats in the 

house.  Stay tuned to COMPASS for details of 

ticket sales. 

 

Portfolio Interviews Career      

Pathway Advice 
This week began with the commencement of our 

Portfolio Interviews for all Year 9 students,        

followed by Year 9 Stepping Stones.  These       

excellent programs enable our Year 9’s to           

understand that decisions about their futures are in 

the balance and it prepares them for some major 

decisions which will face them in Year 

10. Students begin to dig deeper into career     

pathways, interviews and the associated complexi-

ties of    social media, resume and job interviews. 

Year 10 parents and students attended an important 

evening presentation entitled Year 10 Parent/

Student Careers Stepping Stones in the Performing 

Arts Centre.  Parents and students obtained vital 

information about course selection and pathways 

as well as the all important Subject Selection 

Forms for 2017.  We were very pleased to see the 

large numbers of parents and students who were 

able to attend this meeting. 

More photos from  Deadly  Koorie Health Day 
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Semester One Reports 
Semester One reports were made available 

through Compass during the last week of 

Term 2 and we encourage all parents and 

guardians to read the report with your child 

if you have not already. If you are 

experiencing difficulties accessing your 

child’s report, please contact Mrs Tammy 

Baines on 9466 0900, otherwise students 

can log in to their Compass portal and 

bring up the report themselves. 
 

Semester One Principal Awards 
 

On Wednesday 20th July, the Junior School 

celebrated the Semester One Principal Awards in 

our wonderful Performing Arts Centre. The event 

was a fantastic celebration of student excellence 

and achievement throughout Semester One.  It was 

wonderful to see the large number of proud 

parents, families and friends who gathered to 

celebrate and hear about the successful recipients 

at Year 7 and Year 8.   
 

We would like to say a special thank you to Ms 

Julie Dellal who coordinated the awards ceremony 

and Mr Rohan Bayley for his support assisting the 

set up. 
 

Jessica Cicchia and Aaliyah Fesili from Year 8 

performed a fantastic song before the recipients 

were presented with their certificates and 

interviewed by our school Principal Mr Mark 

Jessup and Assistant Principal Ms Lea Volpe. This 

was a major highlight with the students providing 

a great insight into their hobbies and aspirations.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Year 7 

Academic Excellence  
Sweeney Marshall 7C 

Zijing (Jack) Yu  7A 

Oliver Chen 7D 

Maggi Li 7D 

Corey Chan 7D 

Nikhil George 7D 

Seth Dixon 7C 

Kamakshi Ramdhony 7A 

Carolina Coppola 7D 

Jasmeet Dehal 7A 

Ying Zhou 7D 
 

Exemplary 

Attitudes to 

Learning  
Emily Phan 7A 

Sambasiva (Manoj) 

Singaraju 7D 

Nany Tran 7D 

Phoebe Brooks 7D 

Lavinia McArdle 7E 

Nathan Hibbins 7D  

Year 8 
Academic 
Excellence  

 

Anna Huynh 8D  
Emily Li 8D  

  Cathy Liu 8D     

        Chenxin Tu 8D   

           Rachel Vo 8D   

      Deana Sikovska 8D    

      Declan Hancock 8C   

    Crystal Demetriou 8E 

Brian Banh 8C 

    Eddy Nguyen 8C 

Rithu Arun 8D 

 Exemplary 

Attitudes to 

Learning  

 
Faiza Sharifi 8A 

Anastasia Typou 8A 

     Sugat Shrestha 8A            

Nhi Do 8E 

    Olivia Moyses 8D 

    Kirsten Logronio 8E 

Year 7 Students  

Year 8 Students  

 Mr Jessup, Faiza  and Ms Volpe 
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Year 7 Watermarc Excursion 
 

The Year 7’s had a fantastic day at     

Watermarc on Thursday 21st July.  It was 

terrific for the cohort to celebrate the end 

of Semester 1 and the end of the     

Swimming program for their Year 7 PE      

classes. The three 45 min rotations were 

the waterslides, water games and the   

inflatable obstacle course. 

All had a ball.  After lunch, we headed 

up to the Greensborough football ground 

for an hour of ball games and plenty of 

fun with each other. 

Special thanks to Mrs Gray, Mrs Abela, 

Mr Cross and Mr Wilson for their great 

support and looking after the cohort.  
 

Year 8 Students 
 

It is hard to believe our Year 8 students 

have only one semester left in Junior 

School. On August 29th all Year 8      

students will be involved in Future Focus 

Day. This day provides our Year 8      

students with career information and 

their subject selection forms and infor-

mation for Year 9, 2017. This day also 

involves a REACH session based around 

Identity and Influence. This session will 

empower students to have a greater sense 

of self and an understanding of outside 

influences.                                       

Please contact the junior school at any 

time should you have any concerns,  

feedback or queries.  

 

Junior School Team 
 

Mr Darryl Forbes - Year 7 Co-ordinator 

Ms Ros Pizzey - Year 8 Co-ordinator 

Ms Tammy Baines - Office Manager 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL REPORT 
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Year 10 Step Up Evening   
Wonderful to see so many of our Year 10 families 

attend this event. Our evening was held in the    

Performing Arts Centre where an information    

session was held by Mr Trajkovic and Mr Devine 

outlining the options students have in senior school. 

From there students were introduced to their    

counsellors who will guide students through the 

course selection process. 

 

The evening ended in the library where KLA’s set 

up displays as well as representatives from Vic Uni, 

La Trobe and Melbourne Polytechnics, students 

and families were able to wander around and learn 

more about the subjects and what they entail. 

Big thank you to the Careers Team – Mr Devine, 

Ms Gasbarro and Ms Hammond, as well as Mr 

Trajkovic and the KLA’s. 

 

Portfolio Interviews  
All Year 10 students will sit through a Portfolio  

interview week 2 of Term 3. This process begins 

towards the end of Term 2 whereby students begin 

to think about what direction they want to take re 

their education pathway for 2017 and beyond. 

 

This process forms a part of the course counselling 

process that formalises subject and course           

selections for 2017. 
 

Principal Awards – Another wonderful gathering of 

the school community where we acknowledged the 

hard work and high achievement of our top        

performing students. Who were all rewarded with a 

spontaneous chat with Mr Jessup and Ms Volpe and 

a framed certificate. 
 

We farewell Ms Guerra for the remainder of the 

term as she takes leave to head off to Europe! We 

will miss her energetic and high spirited work in 

the Middle School and look forward to her safe  

return. 

Taking over Ms Guerra’s role as Year 9              

Coordinator is Mr Ian Wilson, we welcome into the 

Middle School family where he has worked with us 

before and look forward to an equally energetic 

personality lighting up the D corridor! 
 

 

Kind regards  

Mr Nick Vass – Year 10 coordinator 

Ms Elaine Guerra – Year 9 coordinator 

Ms Tammy Di Marco – Sub school Manager 
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On Wednesday the 1st of June, 9D went on an excursion to the Melbourne Museum 

to gather more information about what actually happened in World War I. We went 

to the Love and Sorrow Exibition and we learned a lot more about the lifestyle that 

the soldiers had in World War I. We looked closely at all the letters that were sent to 

and from the war and how the soldiers were affected by the war. We saw all the 

equipment that was used back in the early 1900’s and how, if they were injured, the 

amount of pain the soldiers would endure. We were made more aware of what 

happened in World War I which helped us in completing an assignment. Overall, the 

day was really beneficial for everyone who attended the excursion so thankyou to Ms 

Hill for organising this day for our class.  

 

Melbourne Museum  
Excursion 
By: Bailey Gronn 

 

On Wednesday 1st of June I went to Melbourne Museum 

to view the Love and Sorrow exhibit about World War I. 

It was a very informative exhibit and we all enjoyed it 

very much. We caught the tram to the Museum and 

dropped our bags off.  We were given half an hour to 

roam and then we went into the exhibit. It was filled with 

World War artefacts and memorabilia. It had stories about 

Australian soldiers who went to fight, and did or did not 

come back. Overall, it was a great day and I’m glad to 

have seen it.   

 

 

                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emily Dall’osto  



8  

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT NEWS  
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International Student Forum 2016 
 

This year two of our international students were 

fortunate enough to attend the 2016 forum held at 

the State Library of Victoria on Tuesday 31st May. 

Giang Nguyen and Jaslene Tran, both of Year 11, 

joined 120 international and local students from 38 

Victorian schools, to discuss a range of subjects. 

These included the benefits of having international 

students at their school, the opportunities being of-

fered to students through various school programs 

and the challenges and changes that could improve 

outcomes for international students. All students 

had an excellent experience, and the chance to meet 

and make connections with students from other 

schools. They came up with some great ideas to 

make the international student study experience the 

best it can be. 
 

International Student Coordinators were also      

involved in a separate program for part of the day, 

where we also discussed the benefits of having an 

international student program in our schools and 

shared ideas for improvement. From these ideas we 

have created an action plan to create change at the 

school level. At Reservoir High we are very       

fortunate that the multicultural make up of our   

students allows for many intercultural events to 

take place throughout the year. These include our 

EAL (English as an Additional Language) lunch 

and our International Week celebrated in Term 3. A 

couple of the ideas that came out of the day were 

the introduction of some lunchtime clubs for      

international students, such as a movie club or a 

karaoke club and further professional development 

for staff at Reservoir High focusing on providing 

practical teaching strategies targeting EAL/

International students. 
 

Thank you to both of our students, who were      

eagerly waiting to leave for the city at 7.45am on 

one of the coldest mornings this year. They fully 

participated throughout the day and were excellent 

ambassadors for Reservoir High. 

 

 

Welcome To Our Newest International Students 
 

Reservoir High School would like to warmly welcome our newest international students as they join us 

from their intensive English language program placement, from overseas or transferring from another 

school. Please  take some time out to welcome and say hello to: Van Nguyen – 9A, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope your transition to Reservoir High goes smoothly and you 

enjoy your study experience with us. 

Majed Tammar 10E   Nhu Pham 7A   Obaid Khalil 11C Nuran Tammar 7A 

Ms Christine Farrugia  

International Student Coordinator 
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Next Generation Youth Forum - La Trobe University  
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Our Next Generation Youth Forum is an 

annual event that gives Year 10 - 12 secondary 

school leaders an opportunity to be inspired by 

the    exchange of ideas, to debate and break free 

from conventions and become agents of change 

in our society. Each year our program includes a 

keynote address from a high-achieving young 

Australian who has been   transformational in 

their field and a range of workshops on leadership and social justice topics that will   inspire our next 

generation of leaders. Reservoir High’s Yr 11 Global Politics class attended and were treated to a range 

of presenters including: Nic Marchesi and Lucas Patchett – Founders of Orange Sky Laundry, Dr        

Jasmine Westendorf - Lecturer, International Relations, La Trobe University, Timothy   Thomaidis - 

Oxfam Student Club President, Project Rockit - Leaders in the anti-bullying movement and Nicole 

Shackleton - Australian Lawyers for Human Rights / La Trobe Law School. The Next Generation Youth 

Forum brings together socially conscious young Australians to share their bright ideas, to become em-

powered and to engage in relationships that make a valued contribution. Reservoir High     students con-

tributed positively in workshops, were focussed on active involvement and inspired to make their own 

contribution to making the world a better place for all. Well Done!  

 

Mr Peter Devine                                                                                                                                                                                        
Vocational & Careers Education 
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   The Sydney Art and Design Tour of 2016 
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Late last June, 10 students from the classes of Visual Communication Design,     
Studio Art and Photography enjoyed 5 nights in Sydney. The tour was to do and 
see as many things Art and Design as we could fit in and afford. Ms Dellal and I 
thoroughly enjoyed the tour and have both commented on how well behaved, 
mature and sensible the students were throughout the time. The Sydney Tour 
went over the weekend and into the first few days of the school holidays but that 
didn’t stop us having Art Classes and enjoying the sights. 
 

I would like to thank the work of all the General Office Administration staff, includ-
ing Kathy Jones and Scott Tanner, Heather Wilson for providing some finance and 
ordering, Jon Rathjen for funding the teacher professional learning aspect of the 
tour, Mark Jessup for his continual support and, of course, Julie Dellal for being the 
other teacher on the tour. 
To give a summary of what took place, Clara Karnawat has written the following 
using the compiled thoughts of the students who attended the Sydney Art and   
 

Design Tour. 
Geoffrey M Barker 

DAY 1: 
The first moments of the Sydney Art and Design Tour were not the best. After everyone 
arrived at the Melbourne Airport it was both exciting and slightly daunting to get on the 
plane. Melbourne Airport apparently had strange winds that caused all aircraft to use only 
one runway so, while it was annoying, it came as no surprise that we landed about an hour 
later than planned.  
Our late arrival in Sydney meant that twelve sets of luggage had to be quickly dropped off in 
the Sydney Central YHA where we were staying, so that we could get to our first destination 
for the day. Rushing down a few of Sydney’s streets we arrived at the studio, of Australian 
artist Brett Whiteley. Here we were guided around the upstairs portion of the studio where 
he used to work and sleep, to view some of the things that inspired him and see some of his 
award winning work. Then we went downstairs where numerous works of Whiteley’s art 
were set up in the exhibition space of the building. 
Later on, just as it was getting dark, we set off on what was to be a long walk throughout 
the city. From our hostel we made our way down to The Rocks, the older part of Sydney 
that still has a lot of the old buildings from the eighteenth, nineteenth, and early twentieth 
century. Here we got our first glimpses of the well-known Sydney Harbour Bridge and the 
Sydney Opera House. The first day went by very fast and by the end of it we were “tired but 
excited” for the next day. 
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CLARA’S SUMMARY continued  
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DAY 2: 
The first thing we did on the second day was a tour of the Sydney Opera House. One student said it 
was a really good experience because we “learnt about the background history of it”. We were told all 
about the architecture and the original architects who designed and built the unique structure. We 
were allowed to go into a few of the theatres as well, one of which has the largest mechanical-action 
organ in the world, a truly impressive instrument, built into the back wall of The Concert Hall. 
Next we had another tour, this one at the Museum of Contemporary Art. We had discussions about 
various artworks and took part in a few activities that explored our understanding of their meaning 
and purpose. We then had time to look through the floors on our own, taking notes of artists and art-
works that we liked.  
The last event for the evening was when we went to the market in Chinatown. There were stalls lining 
the street, selling jewellery, toys, lights, clothes and food. We walked up and down the small street for 
things to buy. But after getting through the bustle and noise of the crowd, everyone was hungry for 
dinner.  
Each accommodation room grouping was responsible to organise the evening dinner plans, and      
tonight the Yr12 girls group organised Japanese where we order our meals using iPads. 
DAY 3: 
The third day in Sydney began with an art lesson. We caught the bus to Green Park and had a lesson 
on sketching landscapes and scenes. Our first drawing task set to us; using our notepad and pen, we 
had to find a spot in the park and try to draw the scene, focusing on the proportion of the subject 
matter. The second task was to find one object in the park and draw it using positive and negative 
space. When our time was up after each task everyone came back together to discuss the drawings. 
The lessons were “peaceful and relaxing”, a nice change to the fast pace the trip had been so far.  
We then went to Reynold Poernomo’s dessert bar, Koi, thinking that we were going to get an architec-
tural tour of the building. Instead the previous contestant on the cooking show ‘Masterchef’ gave us 
each a free dessert. After sitting in the “beautiful and classy” upstairs part of the restaurant and eating 
the expensive sweets, we came out happy and still slightly stunned. It was definitely a highlight of the 
trip. 
After a rest, dinner was tonight organised by the boys’ room and was at a Japanese inspired street 
food restaurant. 
DAY 4: 
On the fourth day we walked the Sydney Harbour Bridge in the morning. At the first pylon of the bridge we stopped and went up two hun-
dred stairs to the top. From there we could see the ocean, the Sydney Opera House, and the city itself. After admiring the views from such a 
height we climbed back down the stairs and continued the walk across the bridge. Some people complained about how tired they were but 
in the end said it was “worth it”. With sore feet we caught a ferry across from Luna Park to Circular Quay which, like the Bridge, showed us 
different perspectives of the places we had been walking around for the past few days. 
The Queen Victoria building was the next place we were to have an art lesson. The building was beautiful, even with the new shops inside it 
looked “old and classic”. The outside itself was an impressive sight, but once we went inside it was even better; it had colourful glass win-
dows and a huge glass dome in the middle. Hanging on from the roof of the building were two big clocks that moved and flashed at certain 
times. One with scenes of knights and a castle, the other decorated in gold with Australian scenes, told not only the time but also the day 
and date. After looking around the building, we had to draw three details of it, an enjoyable task but quite “challenging” as well. In the end, 
many feet were being dragged across the floor, so we headed back to the hostel for the day. 
Tonight it was the 2nd girls group to organise dinner and we ate at a Mexican place just near our hostel. 
DAY 5: 
The fifth day of the trip had us going to the Art Gallery of NSW. We looked around one floor before going into the Frida Kahlo and Diego 
Rivera exhibition. One student said, “It was really amazing to see [Kahlo’s] life in chronological order.” It was a good experience because we 
got to see the work up close and view all the details you can’t see in a reproduction.  After everyone had been through the exhibition we 
had another drawing task; to find and copy one artwork. It was more challenging than expected to try to replicate another artist’s work but 
it was still fun. 
That night we had The Rocks night ghost tour. It was quite a disappointing experience as it was only frightening when our guide decided to 
shout random words as she was speaking. The good side to the ‘ghost tour’ was hearing about the interesting histories of the old buildings 
we stopped at. By the time it was over and we were back at the hostel everyone was suddenly aware that this was our last night in Sydney 
before we came back to Melbourne.  
DAY 6: 
Our sixth day in Sydney lead us to the Chinese Gardens of Friendship. Symbolising the friendship between China and Australia, the gardens 
provided a calm destination for our final day in Sydney. Of course a garden is also the perfect place for one last art lesson. This time we just 
had to use the techniques we had been practicing on the trip to draw something from the gardens.  
We made our way back to the hostel to get our luggage and then to the airport. Getting on the plane at night meant that through the win-
dows Sydney’s city lights could be seen as we took off, and Melbourne’s city lights could be seen welcoming us home as the plane landed. 
The feeling of reluctance to leave Sydney in what was seemingly such a short time, was coupled with the relief of coming home and being 
able to sleep in a familiar bed. Overall the trip was a wonderful experience, with good food, great company, interesting sights, and a nice 
place to relax at the end of the day. 
 

Clara Karnawat Yr12 Studio Arts. 
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LITERACY WEEK 
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Reservoir High will celebrate Literacy Week beginning on     

Monday 29th August. A full   program of events for the week will be 

progressively released throughout August and further details will be made 

available to the school community. 

 

At a glance, activities will include: guest speakers, lunchtime activities for students, The Great Book 

Swap fundraising event, writing competition, book character dress-up day and a literacy professional   

development activity for all staff. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Great Book Swap will be held during lunchtime on Tuesday 30th August. This will be an ideal way 

to celebrate Literacy Week and to promote the reading of books. Prior to the event, students and staff will 

be kindly invited to bring a loved book to swap and then on the actual day, a gold coin to be able to take 

home another book to enjoy. All money raised will be donated to the Indigenous Literacy Foundation to 

buy much needed books for remote communities. Further details of how and when you can bring a book 

to swap will be made available soon. 
 

Also, students and staff are invited to enter the Reservoir High Writing Competition. This poster was 

cheekily displayed in some of the classrooms and corridors of the school recently without students (and 

some staff!) knowing the reason why. In speaking to some of the teachers in the know, it is clear the  

posters have already generated a level of intrigue on the part of some of our more curious-minded        

students. The poster will soon be updated to include all the relevant and specific details for the writing 

competition. 

 
 “The Great Book Swap is a 

win-win. Not only does it 

help raise money to        

improve literacy levels in 

remote communities, but 

the excitement and fun…

helps improve literacy   

levels in your community 

or organisation…” 

Andy Griffiths,  

ILF Ambassador 

http://www.greatbookswap.org.au/
https://www.literacyandnumeracy.gov.au/
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Finally, the following literacy tips for parents have been taken from the Australian Government Nation-

al Literacy and Numeracy Week official website. Parents and guardians may already be using a number 

of these strategies with their child. If not, some of these suggestions may be able to assist parents and 

guardians to become more involved in their child’s education, as well as further develop their child’s 

literacy skills at home. Additional information that may be of interest can be searched by visiting this 

website: https://www.literacyandnumeracy.gov.au/ 
 

Top Literacy Tips for Parents: 
 

 Stay involved! You can continue to support your child’s learning at school by being interested and finding 

out what they are studying or what assignments they have. Some schools also have an assessment calendar 

that can be sent to parents/carers so you can know what is coming up for your teenager. 
 

 Even if you don’t know a lot about what your child is learning in high school, try to continue helping them 

with homework. Look through the reading materials together, ask your child to show you their plan for get-

ting an assignment done, their ideas and the timing involved, and ask what references the teacher expects. 

Just being there, expressing an interest and saying you want to help can make your child feel supported – 

even if you can’t help with the subject matter itself. 
 

 Try to continue to read to, and with your child, and introduce more challenging books, articles or journals – 

you can try looking through the newspaper together or researching information on a topic of interest online. 
 

 Talk about the things you read and watch together, e.g.: 

           “This article claims that … what do you think?’ 

           “That movie was interesting – what do you think it was about?” 
 

 Let your child see you reading, researching, writing and viewing different materials: newspapers, emails, 

cookbooks, labels, instructions, signs, films, documentaries, websites, etc. 
 

 Have a wide range of reading materials available to your teenager at home. Encourage your child to read 

widely (newspapers, magazines, websites, brochures, etc.), particularly on topics that interest them – let 

them experience the joy of reading for pleasure.  
 

 Don’t be concerned or comment if your child reads and re-reads the same books even when older – all 

reading is good. If your teenager is not interested in novels, you can suggest other types of materials includ-

ing comics and non-fiction.  
 

 Help your child to use print and electronic reference materials (dictionary, thesaurus and encyclopaedia). 

Discuss how to use an index, a contents page and how a thesaurus can help when you need just the right 

word. 
 

 Encourage your child to rehearse oral presentations and performances in front of family members and ask 

for feedback. 
 

 Be creative if your child is reluctant to get involved. You may like to keep a shopping list on the fridge and 

ask your child to add to it, or ask your child to read something you need to know about while you are busy 

preparing dinner. Examples include the recipe, instructions, a newspaper article, school bulletin or the TV 

guide.  Some parents find asking their child to read to younger siblings or help them with their homework is 

an effective method to engage their child and build confidence. 
 

 Help your child to see a real-life purpose for what they are learning at school. Children often think reading 

and writing only applies to school work – help them to understand that reading and writing is important to 

everything going on around them – from text messages and emails to finding out where to go for a concert, 

booking tickets, preparing a resume, writing a shopping list, helping to organise a holiday etc.  
 

 If you struggle with reading or writing, or have a language background other than English, use the support 

that is offered through the school, local library and community centres, or contact the Reading Writing Hot-

line: www.readingwritinghotline.edu.au 
 

 If your child is having problems with literacy, talk to your child’s teacher or the school principal. Let the 

school know you are concerned and committed to helping your child improve their reading and writing 

skills – they are there to help. 
 

Goff Ripoli 

Literacy Programs Facilitator 

https://www.literacyandnumeracy.gov.au/
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Over 3 days 37 schools from the Northern Region got together and played  music in the "School 

of Rock". Not as a competition, just for fun! 
  

The newly formed Year 7 girl band "INFINITY" was very excited and showed the audience 
what you can do with 2 drummers, 3 keyboards, 3 vocalists and a tambourine. Rock stars!! 

  
Opheira Harder is a natural and rare talent..... Amazing to listen to. Reservoir ROCKS!!   

  
 

Mr Bayley 
Music Teacher  
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On Wednesday 15th June, the Year 9 Drama        

students of Reservoir High took part in the Drama 

Victoria Drama Festival which we hosted at our 

new Performing Arts Centre. Our guest schools 

were Siena College, Ballarat Grammar and 

Genazzano College. Drama students in Years 9 and 

10 performed in front of a packed theatre to their 

peers and families. It was not a competition as such 

but a sharing of ideas and theatrical styles based on 

the same stimulus material given to all participating 

schools. Ours was the Northern Cluster and during 

the month of June, other cluster schools did the 

same. It was a very rewarding experience for all. 

Our students certainly stood up to the challenge 

despite some hesitation in performing in front of 

Private schools. We focused on our diversity and 

what colour means to us. The audience really 

warmed up to our piece as it pulsated with        

emotions as well as humour. Well done to all. 

  

Nina Rossini 

Drama/Theatre Studies Teacher 

Drama Victoria Theatre Festival 
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WINNERS ALL AROUND  

Oceania Championships 

Taekwondo 
 

President’s Cup 

 
On Saturday 16th July 2016, Anastasia Typou from 

8A and Sofia Typou from 7A went to Canberra to 

compete at the President’s Cup in Taekwondo.    

People competed from all over Australia. The girls 

have been doing Taekwondo from the ages of four 

and six in Greece and continue to do so at         

competition level in Australia.  

 

Anastasia came first in her division winning the 

gold medal and Sofia came third winning bronze in 

her level.  

 

Congratulations to both girls!!!!! 
 

 

 

Ms Tsolakis 

EAL Coordinator 

 

 

 
By: Anna Huynh 8D 
 

On Thursday 16th of June, the Year 8 Badminton Team competed at Reservoir High's gym against 

Thornbury High and Northcote High. The battles were furious as both teams tried their hardest to take 

home victory and proceed to the next round. Both pools of girls’ teams won and managed to advance 

to the next round. The Boys also played exceedingly well. However, they did not succeed due to only 

one match. Overall, both teams did extremely well 

and were proud of their efforts. Congratulations to 

the girls for moving on, and well done to the boys for 

great sportsmanship and good luck in the future. 

 
Jack Yu 7A 
 

On Tuesday we played 18 exciting games against 

Thornbury High and Northcote High. We had two 

teams of our best players which are Reservoir A and 

Reservoir B. The other schools only had one team 

each. We played four singles and two doubles. Our A 

team came first and our B team came second.        

Thornbury came third. Both teams played well     

considering some of the students have never played 

Badminton before. 

Well Done Everyone!!! 

  

Badminton Year 8 
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HEALTH/PE  and  SPORT NEWS 
 

Congratulations to Jieremiah Murphy  
for receiving the 2016 Pierre De Coubertin Award  
 

It is an Olympic year and with only a few weeks to go until the RIO Summer Olympics, it is wonderful 

to have one of our students to be presented with the Pierre De Coubertin Award at the MCG on Thursday 

23rd June. 
 

Baron Pierre De Coubertin was the founder of the modern Olympics, and this award 

recognises students that demonstrate attributes consistent with the fundamental aims 

of the Olympic movement, with a particular emphasis on 'participation and         

commendable sporting behaviour.’ 

 

De Coubertin's inspiring message reminds us that:  

"The most important thing in the Olympic games is NOT to win but to take part. 

Just as the most important thing in life is not the triumph but the struggle." 
 

 
Year 12 Student, Jieremiah Murphy was nominated to receive this prestigious award as he has always 

been an inspiring role model to many in the areas of sport and physical education. His attitude has been 

outstanding, always providing encouragement and support to students and staff. His sportsmanship is  

exceptional, always being calm and respectful and assisting 

team mates to do the same. Personally he has participated 

in many zone, regional and state events, won four MVP's 

for St Martin Panthers in basketball and captains           

Craigieburn Eagles rep team. 

 

Congratulations Jieremiah on behalf of the Reservoir High 

School Community. 

 

 

 
 
Mrs. Gray  
Heath and PE Coordinator 
 

Any student who displays 
similar traits and attitudes 
towards PE and Sport will 
be eligible for  nominations 
next year for this prestigious 
award. 
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 PE  PROGRAMS 
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'Cyberia' 
Cyber Bullying Program 
 

Educational theatre that addresses 

cyber bullying in schools and helps 

improve student mental health and 

wellbeing. 
"On Tuesday 14th of June, the Year 8 

cohort were lucky enough to watch  

talented young performers in 'Cyberia'. 

The play explores the dangers of      

cyberspace and how to avoid         

complications online. It was a          

real-world look into the perils of   

hacking, internet security, sexting,   

internet addiction, photo shopping and 

cyber bullying whilst focusing on 

youth issues like exclusion, stress,   

responsibility and impulse control.  

The true story of Tim and Ruby, was 

eye opening and had everyone thinking 

about the possible consequences of our 

actions online. Thank you to all who 

attended and to Ms. Gray for            

organising the wonderful experience."    

           Swimming Program 
 

"During Term 2 students in Year 7 & 8 have been undertaking a Swimming    

program in lieu of their regular PE class. Here they learnt about water safety, 
rescue techniques, first aid  and improving common strokes and movement 

skills. Our students walked to Reservoir Leisure Centre each week which required 
extra organisation and time management. They were engaged and worked hard 

to develop their water skills. Thank you to all who participated." 
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WELLBEING  
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Child Safe Standards  
 

Over the remainder of the year we are completing work on the requirement that all Victorian Schools  

address changed Child Safe Standards. As part of the Victorian Government’s commitment to               

implementing the recommendations of the Betrayal of Trust report, there is a new regulatory landscape 

surrounding child safety, underpinned by new Child Safe Standards. The Betrayal of Trust report is 

the Government response to the report for the Inquiry into the Handling of Child Abuse by Religious 

and other Non-Government organisations that was tabled in parliament on Thursday 8 May 2014. The     

report made a number of recommendations aimed at protecting children from all forms of abuse and 

neglect. In particular, Recommendation 12.1 of the Betrayal of Trust report recommended that the   

government implement minimum standards for maintaining 'child-safe environments' for all organisa-

tions with direct and regular contact with children. The Child Safe Standards are therefore compulsory 

minimum standards for all Victorian schools, to ensure they are well prepared to protect  children from 

abuse and neglect. 

To create and maintain a child safe organisation, an entity to which the Child Safe Standards apply      

organisations must have: 

  

 1. strategies to embed an organisational culture of child safety, including thorough effective           

 leadership arrangements 

 2. a child safe policy or statement of commitment to child safety 

 3. a code of conduct that establishes clear expectations for appropriate behaviour with children 

 4. screening, supervision, training and other human resources, practices that reduce the risk of 

 child abuse by new and existing personnel 

 5. processes for responding to and reporting suspected child abuse 

 6. strategies to identify and reduce or remove risks of child abuse 

 7. strategies to promote the participation 

and empowerment of children.  

 

Ms Lea Volpe (Assistant Principal)  is leading 

this.  The first stage will be our School Council 

adopting a school wide  approach at our August 

meeting. We deal with complex matters all the 

time and are aware that the findings of this re-

port may be     distressing for you. If   anyone in 

our community is impacted by any memories or 

events please ask for assistance. If you think a 

child may be at risk call 000 immediately. 
 

Crisis & Counselling Helplines 
LifeLine - 13 11 14 

Kids Help Line - 1800 55 1800 

Victorian Government Mental 

Health Advice Line - 1300 280 737 

Meet Kathryn Wakeling ! 
 
 

Hi, my name is Kathryn Wakeling and I’m working in 

the Student Wellbeing team at Reservoir High for third 

term 2016, while Ms Lawless takes leave. I moved to 

Melbourne 6 years ago, I was awarded my Bachelor of 

Social Work from RMIT University and have I 

worked in the Community sector for almost 15 years.  

 

I can see already how much dedication and creativity 

the team at Reservoir High put in to educating students 

and helping them prepare for their futures as adult 

members of the community. It is my role to add to this 

hard work by supporting students safety and mental, 

emotional and social wellbeing while they are on their 

academic journey.  

 

I’d like to invite students and parents/guardians to 

contact me at the wellbeing office of Reservoir High if 

you have anything you’d like to discuss around 

wellbeing and high school. 
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IMPORTANT DATES Term  3 

JULY  

Tuesday 26th Year 9 Subject Selection Assembly & MIPS Online 

VCE Badminton Final 

Wednesday 27th Vietnamese Parent Meeting 

Thursday 28th Australian Maths Competition 

Production Camp 

AUGUST  

Tuesday 2nd Year 10 Outdoor Ed Rock Climbing Excursion 

Wednesday 3rd Chinese Parent Meeting 

Thursday 4th Curriculum Day (Students not required at school) 

Monday 8th Year 12 VTAC Parent/Student Information Night  - 7pm  

Tuesday 9th School Council Meeting  

Wednesday 10th Year 9 and 10 Course Counselling (1.30 -7.30) 

Thursday 11th Year 12 Progress Report Published on the Parent Portal 

Friday 12th Year 12 Summer of 17th Doll Incursion Period 1-3 

Monday 15th Year 12 Parent Teacher Interviews 3.30 - 5.30 

Wednesday 24th Production Evening 

Thursday 25th & Friday 

26th 
Production Evening 
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Registered Specialist Orthodontists

Braces and Invisalign treatment 
for Children, Teenagers and Adults

Suite 1, Ground Floor, 340 Bell Street, Preston 3072
T: (03) 9480 3188   

E: info@modernorthodontics.com.au

www.modernorthodontics.com.au

FREE Consultation
After School and Saturday appointments available


